HIST 2905 Lecture 8
The Late Roman State
· Review (On Midterm)
· Later Roman Empire
· Rise of Christian emperors
· Christian Controversies
· Christianization of society
· Threat of Persia
· Germanic tribes (goths, Vandals)
· Fragmentation of the empire
· Emperor and Empire
· Monarchy to Republic to Empire (monarchy?)
· The republic slowly allowed more commoners input, but was controlled by political elite
· Process of centralization of power
· The empire was in direct opposition to the power sharing of the republic
· The emperor held no office, but had many powers invested into them
· The main power of the emperor was how their power was perceived
· Reinforce through public displays of power (festivals and rituals) and art glorifying the emperor
· Ideology and Authority
· Seen as god’s regent on earth
· Not different from early emperors, who said Jupiter gave them the right to rule
· Prevents people from questioning the ideas of the emperor, as they were approved by god
· The emperor allows certain issues to be debated, but the underlying structures of the emperor’s authority are off limits
· Military power
· Force behind the will of the empire
· Taxation
· Civilian duty to keep the coffers of the empire full
· Main expense is still the military
· Also appeasement payments to barbarians
· Rural paid more tax, urban paid less
· Civilians did not like taxes
· Tax collectors were contracted out collect a certain amount for the empire, plus a commission
· Was legal method to deal with transgressions, but access was limited
· Seen as “the natural order of things”
· Iconography
· System of Government
· Emperor
· Top of the government
· Authorizes actions below
· Senators
· Military
· Imperial guards
· Imperial agents
· Weapons + armories
· Legal officers/administrators
· Archivists
· Correspondences
· Petitions
· Logistics
· Transportation network (state roads)
· Prefect of City (Constantinople)
· Emperor’s right hand man
· Chief legal officer
· Imperial representative
· Emperors were very reserved in this period, Prefect was main contact between emperor and outside world
· Cabinet
· Imperial expenses
· Imperial property
· Imperial revenue
· Chamberlain
· This system shows how the government changed from a moving system in the early empire to a grounded system in the late empire
· Imperial Acclimations
· Imperial officials and emperors honoured by ritualistic chanting
· Form of institutionalized flattery
· Emperor was seen as the living embodiment of the law
· His divine right given from god
· Cannot be questioned 
· Navigates the state against lawlessness and threats
· Imperial Iconography
· Art of the emperor was also made to glorify the emperor
· Showed in powerful positions
· Enemies cower before the emperor
· Civilians offer goods to the emperor 
· God shown to favor the emperor
· Jesus and the emperor linked by art
· Reconciliation between the government that killed Christ, and the government that rules through him
· Emperors saying that Christianity should be privileged above all religions
· Only the “right” kind of Christianity would receive these privileges
· Removal of polytheistic temples and rituals
· Punishments for following traditional religion, and for officials not enforcing the punishments
· Instituted the idea of Sunday as a national holy day
· Creates the idea of the “weekend”
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