HIST 2905 Lecture 7
Midterm 4th Feb Covers lectures 1-8
Fifth + Sixth Century
· 
· Resurgent Arianism
· Athanasius of Alexandria
· Council of Constantiople
· John Chrysostom
· Ambrose of Milan
· Believed that the church should have power over the state
· Embarrassed the emperor at the edifice of Milan, saying the emperor was full of sin
· The emperor was excommunicated from the church over a chariot racing riot that the emperor ordered soldiers to kill rioters
· Had to repent, by not wearing his imperial ornaments
· Led to judicial reform, deferring life sentences for 30 days
· Altar of Victory removed (382)
· Sack of Sepracum
· Religious Conflicts
· New religious identities
· Benefits attached to the new identity of Christians
· Christian vs “pagan”
· From Paganus meaning “country dweller” or “civilian”
· Christianity was mostly in the cities
· Missionaries did not go out into the country to convert the people in the country until much later in the Christian period 
· Was a term of insult when it was created
· May not be an insult anymore
· Traditional polytheism
· Replacement term for Pagan
· The senate still follows old religion
· Would not change to Christianity at the words of the emperor
· The emperor Theodosius took away public money for public sacrifice and abolished sacred rites
· End of Sacrifice?
· Roman law was amended to prevent sacrifice
· Changed to commemorate the sacrifice of Christ
· Theodosius II (408-450)
· Changes to Roman society
· Eastern Empire speaks predominantly Greek, with eastern values
· Western Empire is mixing with Germanic culture and values
· Rule and control are being divided to others 
· Large amounts of bureaucracy between emperor and rule
· Cautious and strategic
· Dealt with Atilla the Hun
· Increased fortifications
· Increased the fortifications of Constantinople with large walls
· Walled cities become a norm in the empire
· New trend, as the legions are not holding out threats on the borders
· Powerful sisters
· Pulcheria, Arcadia, Marina
· Very influential in the capital, yet also very Christian (chaste)
· Active members of the imperial court
· Selected the emperor’s wife
· Christian orthodoxy
· No 
· Council of Ephesus (431, 449)
· Council of Chalcedon (451)
· “Two natures” Christology
· Promoted by Pulcheria
· Cult of Virgin Mary
· Not the modern understanding of cult
· Theodosian Code
· Had been other attempts to collect law into a form that could be understood
· This one was in the form of a codex (book), made it good for searching
· Erosion of central authority, cannot manage the land in the west 
· Leads to the west relying on Germanic chieftains for security
· Eastern emperors seem not to worry
· Marcian, Leo, Zeno
· Religious Controversies
· Another religious conference had to be held to try and deal with controversy
· Rome and Constantinople
· Bishops from theses cities have massive political influence, decreasing the influence of others
· Older religious centers outraged
· Death of Attila(453)
· No longer had to pay tributes to the huns, helping with public coffers
· Rise of Isaurians
· Semi-Romanized people from Asia Minor
· Worked their way into the imperial house 
· Tarasikodissa (aka Zeno)
· Isaurian
· Married Leo’s daughter, then succeeded him
· Decline and Fall of the Western Empire
· Many Western emperors appointed by the east, but are short lived
· Germanic tribes vying for power, solidifying hold on western places
· Romulus Augustulus
· Last western emperor
· Ruled less than a year
· Name remarks to Romulus, and mini Augustus
· Germanic tribal kings fill the power vacuum left by the absence of the western roman emperors
· Ostrogoths (eastern) and Visigoths (western)
· Odoacer (ostrgoth king)
· Anastasius (491-518)
· Emperor at age 60
· Anti-Isaurian
· Wanted to weed them out of imperial court
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Fought a 10-year guerrilla war against Rome in response
· King Theoderic (west)
· Acknowledged by the Eastern empire as the ruler of the west
· Chalcedonians vs Miaphysites
· Natures of Christ
· Henotikon
· Tries to inspire unity with a religious text
· Leads to more division
· Christianity is continually splitting, making permanently separate factions
· Certain teachings become regional issues
· 
· Literature and learning
· Resurgence of local languages
· Loss of “Roman” identity for a regional identity
· Conflict with Persia
· In an on and off war with Persia for most of it’s existence
· During Anastasius reign, support of Chalcedonian ideals leads to refugees fleeing into Persia
· Official religious stance of Persia is traditional religion, which does not mix with Christianity	
· Anastasius demands return of territory from the humiliating defeat of an earlier emperor (Nisibis)
