HIST 2905 Lecture 5
Later 4th Century
· Julian Cont.
· Traditional Religion
· Wrote a letter to a religious scholar to ask how to get more citizens back onboard with the traditional roman religion
· Wanted priest to “Practice what they preach” like the perception of Christian priests
· Wanted to open guest houses, like the Christians 
· Wanted to give to the poor, like the Christians
· Wanted to not give the Christians all the credit.  So, they must do good deeds to spite them
· Increasing division of the empire into east and west
· Creation of Diocese (administrative districts) to better run the empire
· Multiple emperors become custom as the empire is too big for 1 man
· Valentinian and Valens
· Death of Julian (363 CE)
· Alexander the Great complex
· Dies in battle
· Reign of Jovian (363-364 CE)
· Had to make peace with Persia, handing over territory
· Big NO politically
· Handed over Nisibis, key city of defense for the Eastern front
· Died on the way home from Persia
· Brother Emperors
· Valentinian and Valens
· Valentinian appointed by military, appoints brother Valens
· Valens has the east Valentinian has the west
· More diplomatic approach to diplomacy
· Boy Emperors
· Gratian and Valentinian II
· Gratian was appointed when Valentinian fell ill
· Had little power, Rome was run by senior military advisors
· Gothic Threats
· Continued threat from earlier in the empire
· Was not an invasion, but instead running away from another tribe, the Huns
· Some tribes were permitted to settle in Roman territory
· Thought they could serve as a buffer between Rome proper and external threats
· Used Germanic people in the Roman army, provided more soldiers
· Loyalty became a question
· Migration of the Huns
· Raided eastern Roman territory 
· Mostly under Attila (434 CE)
· Battle of Adrianople (378 CE)
· Emperor and army killed
· Rome defeated
· Valens would be the last emperor to lead an army into battle
· End of the soldier emperor
· Theodosius (379-395 CE)
· Theodosius “the Great”
· Military Family
· The senate no longer in the imperial succession process, just the military
· Gothic Settlement
· Continued to deal with the Gothic problem
· Conflict with Ambrose of Milan
· Ambrose of Milan was a Christian scholar
· Stood up to emperors when Christian interests were affected
· Early phase to the controversy of who has supreme authority: The Church or The State?
· Champion of Nicene orthodoxy
· Supported the Nicene consensus 
· Campaigns against usurpers
· Passes away in 395 after conflict with usurpers
· Arcadius and Honorius
· Arcadius (Constantinople/East)
· Eunuch Eutropius
· Puppet master of the emperor
· Castrated
· Ascetic (will come up later)
· Will be used as house servants in later time
· No sexual threat, no lineage
· Layer of prevention of access, acting as advisor
· Can lead to emperors being Eunuch puppets
· Honorius (Milan/West)
· Stilicho
· Puppet master of the emperor
· Rise of Alaric
· Relations between Rome and Gothic tribes broke down, felt as if they did not get enough compensation for their work for the empire 
· Alaric rises against Rome with soldiers that had served Rome
· Raises Havoc in the center of Roman territory
· Mostly a problem in the western empire, not a problem in the east
· Eastern emperors would bribe, western empire would fight
· Sack of Rome (410 CE)
· Viewed as a cataclysmic event (9/11)
· Even though not the capital anymore, still an important city
· Question of Gothic integration?
· Rome must decide how they will deal with the fact that these groups will not stop entering Roman territory
· Religious Issues
· Weak Nicene consensus
· Issues continue to divide Christians
· Most people were not happy with the consensus
· Orthodoxy/Heresy
· Good beliefs vs heretics 
· Early Christians want everyone to agree on a set of Orthodoxy to bring all Christians together
· No one usually believes they are heretics
· Usually decisions made by the Roman government
· Return of Arians
· Returned as consensus broke down
· Tried to get the emperor on their side
· Council of Constantinople (381 CE)
· 2nd Christian council
· Rehash the Arian question
· Neo-Arianism
· Reaffirms the Consensus of Nicaea
· Nicene orthodoxy
· What can all religious scholars agree is the core of Christianity
· Divinity of the holy spirit
· Created more problems than it solved
· Status of Constantinople
· Bishop of Constantinople wants to be seen as equal to bishops of other major religious cities
· Bishop of Rome tries to be the primary religious leader (see also the Pope)
· Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed
· Creto: I believe
· 3 Persons of the trinity
· Very misleading, uses a modern understanding of person
· Persona/ Prosopon: Actors mask of a character, meaning same person different outwards appearance
· [bookmark: _GoBack]All 3 parts of the trinity were the same entity in different vessels
· Political bishops 
· Ambrose of Milan
· John Chrysostom
· Strong supporter of Nicaea
· Religious Violence
· Tensions lead to violence 
· Sack of Serapeum (392 CE)
· Christian mob sacks a part of the Library of Alexandria that was also a polytheist temple
