Hist 2905 Lecture 4
Early Fourth Century
· Background
· Third Century Crisis/ Military Anarchy
· Rise of Diocletian
· Proclaimed Emperor by military in 294
· Reformed the military and frontiers
· Military becomes more mobile and adaptable
· Tries to solve the “Christian problem”
· Tetrarchy (Rule by the 4)
· 2 Augusti (senior emperors)
· 2 Caesares (junior emperors)
· Realization that not 1 person can run the empire
· Empire faces security problems on 2 fronts
· Tries to solve the succession issue 
· The “Christian problem”
· Had been attempts to limit Christianity’s growth (persecution)
· Diocletian had to choose between integration and removal of Christians
· Chose removal
· Great Persecution (303 – 313)
· Launched by emperor edict
· Focused in the eastern empire mostly
· Christianity was seen as an existential threat to the Roman religious society
· Military Monarchy
· Soldier emperors
· Spent a small amount of time in the capitals
· Always on campaign
· Mobile Courts
· Emperors leading campaigns
· Rome as a military state
· Not a return to monarchy
· King is toxic in Roman Culture
· “Basileus” is the term for emperor
· Threats of rivals trying to claim the throne
· Germanic tribes (North)
· Sassanians (East)
· Imperial Capitals (Milan, Trier, Nicomedia, Antioch)
· Age of Diocletian
· Eastern Court Etiquette
· Prostration, lying down infront of the emperor as an act of submission
· Early Romans found this offensive
· Did not like the oppressive eastern culture
· “Dominus” meaning master
· Again oppressive, unlike early Rome
· Prokynesis
· Panergics
· Old Roman Values
· Masculinity/Austerity
· Standardization of law, taxes, etc
· Repaired the damage of the 3rd century
· Rise of Constantine
· Son of Constantius
· Notice the lack of naming diversity, will be a trend
· Excluded from succession
· When new junior emperors were appointed, Constantine was not appointed
· Felt slighted, along with another son of an emperor
· Constantine proclaimed emperor by military, along with another son of an emperor
· Appears another civil war is brewing
· Battle of Milvian Bridge
· On the eve of the battle, Constantine ask for divine intervention from any god
· Constantine has a vision of a cross on the sun
· “in hoc signo”
· “By the sign of the cross you will conquer your enemies”
· Religious allegiance seems ambiguous at best
· “Son of God” or “Sun God”
· Did he see Jesus or a Sun god?
· Sol Invictus
· The unconquerable sun
· Edict of Milan (313 CE)
· After consolidating power, ends the prosecution of Christians
· Founding of Constantinople
· On the town of Byzantium
· Life of Constantine
· Constantine is not sure what god to call upon
· Saw a cross above the sun with the inscription, conquer by this
· In the Christian version, Constantine’s soldiers paint the cross on their shields
· In popular history Constantine has an immediate conversion to Christianity, but this is not correct
· Edict of Milan does not make Christianity the main religion, just brings it from crime to the same level as all other religions
· Let’s everyone worship how they want
· Assimilation over the elimination option of the past
· Uses Christians to secure his climb to power
· Christian Controversies
· Constantine sees Christianity as an opportunity to unite the population under one religion, however there were many controversies tearing up Christianity
· Donatist Controversy
· Readmit lapsed Christians?
· Some Christians did not want to martyr themselves, so they would pretend to follow the Roman religion
· Exposed members of the church in exchange for their lives
· Some leaders want to readmit these members, others want them removed forever
· Arian Controversy
· Christ created or coeternal?
· Was Christ fully divine, half divine, or some other kind of divinity 
· Half divine eventually wins after fierce debate
· Trinitarian Theology
· How is God one and three?
· How is Jesus human and divine?	
· The language of Father and Son in the Bible must be acknowledged 
· Implies that Christ is somehow created
· People thought that this diminished Christ
· Christians agree on 99% of scripture, but 1% is causing major controversies 
· Council of Nicaea (325CE)
· Meeting of religious leaders to try to solve the religious debates
· Constantine presides over the meeting
· Come up with a compromise to the Arian Controversy
· Homoousios (“same-in-essence”)
· Christ is begotten not made
· Accounts for the father ship, but isn’t created
· People were unhappy with this settlement
· Rival Theologies: Alexandria vs Antioch
· University rivalry between centers of Christian higher education
· Alexandria against Arian, Antioch pro Arian
· Passage from life of Constantine
· Arian bishops that were cast out by the emperor after the Council were invited back into imperial favor
· The change from Christians being executed to being welcomed into the palace to dine with the Emperor
· Successors of Constantine
· Constantine dies 337CE
· Constantine 2
· Constans
· Gallus
· Appointed to be coemperor
· Was murdered in a family purge
· Magnetius (usurper)
· Assassinates constans
· Emperor Julian (361-363)
· Constantine’s nephew
· Parents murdered in purge
· Raised by Eusebius of Nicomedia
· Mardonius (Gothic eunuch)
· Goes to Athens
· Becomes enthralled in philosophy
· Interested in Polytheist 
· As a sole emperor
· Tries to turn back the clock on Christianity
· Limit the influence of Christianity
· Bring people back to Polytheism
· Christians could not teach the great works, only Christian works
· Rebuilds the Jewish temple in Jerusalem 
· Not as a favor, but as a slight against Christianity
· Was never completed, as reign lasted 2 years
· Written works
· Against the Calileans
· Did not want to call Christians “Christians”
· Misapagan (“Beard-hater”)
· Was calling out enemies
· Persian Campaign
· Wants to prove himself on the battlefield
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Against the advice of advisors, who wanted to deal with gothic tribes invades Persia
· May have wanted to emulate Alexander the great
· Major defeats, had to withdraw
· Julien “the Apostate”
· Renounced his Christianity, committed apostrophe
