HIST 2905 Lecture 3
Late Antiquity
· Aspects of roman society
· Class/status
· Patricians/Plebeians
· Status not tied only to wealth also birth status
· Slave/Free
· Debt slaves and captured enemies
· Not “people” under Roman law
· Patron/Client
· Due to lack of civil services, higher class Romans would provide services to lower class citizens in exchange for the support and service of the lower classes.
· Citizen/Non-Citizen
· Granted slowly
· Citizen has more rights
· Virtus (“Manliness”)
· Moderation
· Self-Control
· Dictates the behavior in Roman society
· Traditio (“Ancestral customs”)
· Conservative in preserving the past
· Pietas (“Veneration of the gods”)
· Part of Traditio
· Not something society wants disrupted
· Traditional polytheism
· Not Christianity
· Not a set model, gods were added as lands were conquered 
· Not exclusive worship
· Practiced through ritual sacrifice
· Social/Political Development
· Codification of Roman law
· Germanic Migration
· Cascading migration from Asia across to the territory of the Roman empire
· Clerical Class
· Religious organization/leadership
· Become more and more involved in the politics of Rome
· Christian bishops become judges of both religious and classical law
· Court Culture
· Changes in the late empire
· Emperors have abandoned the battlefield for the palace
· Decline of cities
· Depopulation as time progresses
· Vernacular languages
· Latin and Greek are still spoken/written
· Other languages emerge into the spoken/written record
· Egyptian/Coptic
· Religious Development
· Rise of Christianity
· From despised minority to the majority religion
· Rabbinic Judaism
· Sectarian groups are reorganized into a more decentralized religion with Rabbi promoting oral tradition
· Early Islam
· 
· Monasticism
· People begin to detach from society, move into Monasteries to study deeper in religion.
· Adoption of Codex
· Bound book form used to the present day
· Replaces scrolls
· Makes searching more easy
· Standardization of Scripture
· Christian Bible
· Talmud
· Qur’an
· Sources
· Written Sources
· Many Christian texts 
· Histories
· Sermons
· Saints lives
· Commentaries
· Treatises
· Letters
· Multiple languages
· Greek
· Latin
· Coptic
· Syriac
· Armenian
· Georgian
· Ethiopian
· Slavonic 
· Material Evidence
· Archaeology, inscriptions
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Palaces, forts, churches, etc.
