SOCI 2445 Notes

Chapter 1: Determining Deviance

What is Deviance?

-How do we know something, or someone, is deviant? Is anything in and of itself deviant or is it all relative? What do we even mean by the word deviant? Is it something ‘bad’ or just something that deviates from the norm?

How do people cope with being labelled deviant?

-Some people resist, some people face the stigma head on, some people are negatively affected, and it effects their self-esteem.

Defining Deviance: The Objective…..Subjective Continuum

Objective Definitions
	-Deviance is a quality
	-A common trait
	-Deviance = behaviours or characteristics which have that trait

Subjective Definitions
	-Deviance is a process
	-There is no common trait
	-Deviance = behaviours that people in power say are in need of control

Objectivism

The common trait that defines deviance is;
	-Statistical rarity
	-Harm
	-Negative societal reaction
	-Normative violation



Statistical Rarity

-Deviance = people, behaviours, or characteristics that are statically rare in a population
-Limitations:
	-Criteria for “rare” are ambiguous
	-Common acts may be considered unacceptable
	-Rare characteristics/behaviours may be considered acceptable





Harm

-Deviance = people, behaviours, or characteristics that cause harm
-Limitations:
	-Perceptions of harm vary over time
	-Perceptions of harm are subjective

Negative Societal Reaction

-Deviance = people, behaviours, or characteristics that society’s “masses” dislike, hate, fear, distrust, disapproval, etc.

-Limitations:
	-The criteria for determining society’s “masses” is unclear
	-Some people’s reactions have greater impact than others’
	-People may be deviantized even when society’s masses react positively

Normative Violation

-Deviance = people, behaviours, or characteristics that violate societal norms
-Changing views of norms
-Limitations:
	-Lack of consensus over norms
	-Does the criminal law reflect consensus?



Subjectivism: Deviance as a Label

-Deviance = people, behaviours, or characteristics that people in power say are in need of control
-Deviance is not a quality, but rather a process
-Dominant moral codes play role
-Deviance is socially constructed

Agents of power & Moral entrepreneurs

-Politicians
-Scientists
-Religious institutions
-Media
-Commercial enterprise

The Social Typing Process

Description (the label)   Evaluation (the judgement)  Prescription (social control)
-How do people ‘become’ deviant?
-Moral entrepreneurs have the power to construct deviancy
-Description: homeless; ex-prisoner; texting driver; high BMI; underage drinking;
-Evaluation: judgement based on the label, usually tends to be a judgement of the individual being dangerous
-Prescription/social control: what type of regulation do we believe these individuals need to be imposed
Forms of Social Control

-Formal vs. Informal
-Formal regulation involves processing at some type of an organizational or institutional level (criminal code, school dress code)
	-Informal regulation involves judgement or disapproval of one’s actions solely based on opinions of others (parents not allowing clothing choices for their children or even being judged for what you decide to wear)
-Regulation of others vs. self-regulation
-Regulation of others involves social control being aimed at other people (criminal code, dress code)
	-Self-regulation involves self-monitoring ourselves and our own actions as what we perceive are acceptable to the social norms
-Retroactive vs. Preventative

*These are NOT mutually exclusive

Ex: The criminal law is formal & includes regulation of others & is both retroactive (punishment) and preventative (deterrent)

Summary

-Some theorists define deviance using four criteria: statistical rarity, harm, normative violation and negative societal reaction.
	-These all have limitations
-Other theorists argue that deviance is a process that involves labeling something or someone as deviant; the role of power in the social typing process should be analyzed. Those with more power can impose their definitions on those with less power
-Behaviours & individuals who are defined as deviant are subjected to various forms of social control: these can be formal or informal, retroactive or preventative, and involve the regulation of others or of oneself

Chapter 2: Explaining Deviance: The Act

Outline

-Theorizing deviance
-Positivist theories:
	-Functionalist theories
	-Learning theories
	-Social control theories

Theorizing Deviance

-Sociological theories co-exist with older ones & older theories are incorporated into new ones
-A theory does not explain every aspect of a phenomenon
		-Thus, use of various theories:
		Theoretical toolbox  choose the theories that are suitable for analyzing the particular phenomenon

Objective-Subjective Continuum

-Those with more objective interests
	-Study the deviant person, behaviour, or characteristic
	-Usually study high consensus crimes
	-Positivist theories
-Those with more subjective interests
	-Study perceptions of & reactions to the act
	-Usually study low consensus crimes
	-Interpretive and critical theories

Functionalist Theories

-Based on consensus view of society
-Rules & institutions/structures (family, education, political) are necessary for a smooth-running society
-Concern with maintaining social order
-The social structure creates deviance
	-When something goes wrong in one institution, resulting in anomie/strain

Durkheim: Anomie Theory

-Individual behaviour the result of social environment
-Social organization & solidarity – essential for society to run well
	-Shared norms/values
	-Keep undesirable tendencies in check
-People generally self-serving  criminal law is necessary
-Some level of crime/deviance is expected & functional

Durkheim’s The Functions of Deviance & Crime

-A certain level of deviance is functional in society
	1) Increase social solidarity
	2) Determine moral boundaries
	3) Tests society’s boundaries
	4) Reduce societal tensions

Durkheim: Anomie & Normlessness

-Rapid social change  breakdown of social solidarity  more deviance/crime
(Ex: Rise in alcohol consumption after fall of communism in Eastern Europe/Russia)
(Ex: High rate of suicide after 1920s stock market crash)

Merton: Strain Theory

-Merton applied the idea of anomie to the American situation in 1938
-Asked why crime was committed by lower class individuals (keep in mind limitations of data collection, and definition of crime, at that time)
-Deviance is the result of the gap between culturally prescribed aspirations and the socially structured means of realizing the aspirations.


Merton: The Gap Between Aspirations and Means

-Institutionalized goals: culturally exalted (we are supposed to want to achieve)
-Legitimate means of achieving goals (acc. to society): hard work, education
-Society structured in such a way that not all have access to legitimate means of achieving success
-The strain between the two: innovation (usually deviance)

Merton: Modes of Adaption to Strain

-Conformity
-Innovation
-Ritualism
-Retreatism
-Rebellion

Differential Opportunity Theory: Access to the Illegitimate World (Cloward & Ohlin)

-Lack of legitimate opportunities to achieve goals
-People under strain cannot become any kind of criminal they choose
	-They are limited by the opportunities available to them
-Ex: Joining gang more likely if various gangs exist in one’s community/city
-Ex: Being a sugar baby or an escort is only an option for some, not all

Agnew’s General Strain Theory

-Focused on role of emotions and perceptions of strain
-Law breaking behaviour is a coping mechanism for problems generated by negative social relations
-Identified more strains (than just blocked opportunities); therefore, can explain more than just financially motivated crimes

General Strain Theory: Coping Strategies

-Agnew’s theory focuses on the individual’s coping abilities but has a societal focus in that the social structure/one’s place in society impacts their ability to cope positively or negatively
-Ex: access to counselling; vacations; time for ‘self-care’; family support; social safety net;

Status Frustration Theory: The Middle-Class Classroom (Cohen)

-The structure of society is reproduced in the classroom
-Children face the middle-class measuring rod
-Lower-class boys will engage in:
	-Mutual conversation
	-Reaction formation

Learning Theories

-People learn to be deviant.
-Core assumptions:
	-Processes of learning cause deviance
	-Different learning processes are highlighted by various learning theories

Differential Association Theory: Sutherland

-Same learning process for both deviance and conformity
-Small, intimate groups
-Techniques (i.e., how to) and motives (i.e., why) for deviance versus conformity
	-Ex: Stealing cars vs. getting a legal job
	-Ex: Partying vs. focusing on school

Differential Association Theory

-Interactions are influenced by:
	-Frequency
	-Duration
	-Priority (early groups/family)
	-Intensity
-Can explain street level crime & white-collar crime

Neutralizing Theory: Rationalizing Deviance (Sykes and Matza)

1) Denial of responsibility
2) Denial of injury
3) Denial of victim
4) Condemnation of condemners
5) Appeal to higher loyalties

Social Learning Theory: Rewards, Punishments, and Imitation

-The likelihood of future behaviours is influenced by these factors:
	-Differential Association
	-Differential Reinforcement (rewarded or punished for behaviour – based also on observation of others)
	-Definitions (attitudes about the acceptability of behaviours)
	-Imitation

Social Control Theories

-These theories ask:
	-Why don’t we all commit deviance?
	-Not, why only some commit deviance?
-Focus on:
	-Why we refrain from deviance
	-The processes that bind people to the social order
-Suggest that:
	-Deviant behaviour is inherently attractive, exciting, and appealing
	-Therefore, it is only through higher levels of social control that some of us do not become deviant





Hirschi and the Social Bond – Social Bonds Restrain Us

-Individuals are more likely to turn to illegitimate means if their bonds to society are weak or broken  Four linked aspects of social bonds constrain our behaviour:
	-Attachment
	-Commitment
	-Involvement
	-Belief

Social Bonds Theory: Hirschi

-Commitment: the degree to which an individual pursues conventional goals
-Belief: in conventional values and the legitimacy of the law
-Attachment: affective ties with others
-Involvement: the degree to which an individual is active in conventional activities

Self-Control Theory: We Restrain Ourselves (Hirschi & Gottfredson)

-aka General Theory of Crime
-Self-control restrain us
	-Determined by parenting, in early life
	-Remains relatively stable through life
-e.g., risky driving behaviours, risky sexual behaviours, thrill-seeking behaviours, criminality

Self-control: The Marshmallow Test

-Walter Mischel (1960s) – tested 3 to 5-year-old children’s impulse control/delayed gratification
-Ability to wait for second marshmallow correlated to later success in life
-Debatable replications however

Key Points: Positivist Theories

-Positivist theories focus on causation, and are used by deviance scholars with more objective interests
-Functionalist theories attribute the causes of deviance to characteristics of the social structure
-Learning theories attribute the causes of deviance to processes of learning
-Social control theories attribute the causes of conformity to forms of restraint


Chapter 3: Explaining Deviance: The Perception, Reaction, and Power

Interpretive & Critical Theories

1. We cannot know deviance when we see it – we must be told something is deviant
2. These theories focus on:
a. The nature of the social expectations
b. Perceptions of the act
c. Reactions to the act
d. Influence of power in perceptions and reactions
3. View deviance as socially constructed





Interpretive Theories

-Interpretive theories emphasize:
	-Social interaction
	-Meanings, understandings, and interpretations
-Varied understandings of “deviance” and “normality”
-Based on Symbolic Interactionism

Symbolic Interactionist Theory

-Human beings are social creatures
-The mind and the self are not innate but are products of the social environment
-Through the process of communicating (or symbolizing), humans come to define both themselves and others
-Our identities are the product of social interaction

Symbolic Interactionism – Identity Formation

-Role-taking
	-We take on the view point of others & change our behaviour to meet their expectations
-Looking-glass self
	-We imagine how we appear to other people & what they think of that appearance & change our behaviour accordingly – this is based on our perception of what they think of us, not necessarily what they actually think, so it may erroneous
-Significant others
	-Those in our lives whose perceptions matter to us
-Generalized others
	-People in general “What would people think?”

Individual Reflection

-In what situations have you tried to understand the world from someone else’s point of view? (role-taking)
-Have there been times when other people’s opinions of you have affected your own opinion of yourself? (looking-glass self)
-Who are the specific people in your life whose opinions matter the most to you? (significant other)
-How much does what others think about you matter to you? (generalized other)

Labelling Theories: Becoming an Outsider

A deviant label is applied  Rejection by the conforming world  Changes in identity and lifestyle






Labelling Theories: Tannerbaum (1939)

-Tagging = a deviant label is applied
-Dramatization of evil = the label is generalized from the behaviour to the person
-Changes in identity and lifestyle

Labeling Theory (Lemert, 1951)

-Primary deviation
	-Engaging in deviant acts infrequently
	-Drift between conventional & deviant norms
	-Does not affect identity
	-Eventually could move on from deviant behaviours without any intervention

-Secondary deviance
	-Deviant acts ‘caught’ by authorities/agents of social control
	-Deviant label applied
	-Rejection by conventional society & acceptance by “deviant” society
	-Deviance becomes a part of their identity
	-Results in change in a person’s master status (Becker, 1963)

-Social control leads to deviance
-NOT deviance leads to social control (as most other theories propose)
-Example: teenage girl overdrinks at party (listen to scenario)

Primary deviance  Getting caught  secondary deviance

Labelling Theories: Goffman (1959)

-We may be stigmatized for a variety of reasons
	-Physical stigma
	-Moral stigma
	-Group stigma

Physical Stigma

-Evident upon meeting person (usually)
-Difficult to ‘pass’
-Can encompass person’s identity – first thing other people can see
-Depending of some factors, could be more or less stigmatizing

Moral Stigma

-Person seen as having brought onto him/herself
-Imputation of character (flawed)

Ex: sex work; financial problems; homelessness; mental illness




Group Stigma

-Stigma due to group association
-Imputed stereotypes

 religious affiliation;
 immigrant status
 sexual orientation

-Courtesy stigma or stigma by association
-Stigmatized for the actions of others
	-How could you not know?

The Dramaturgical Approach: Goffman (1959)

-Differences between our front-stage self and back-stage self
	-Impression management
	-Stigma management

Tertiary Deviance:

-Redefining what the stigma symbolizes
-Resisting the deviantization of the label

Critical Theories

-Explain why some people’s interpretations, and not others’, become institutionalized
-Analysis of social structures and institutions, & their power to create social expectations/rules
-Analysis of people’s experiences within these structures
-Practical implications/emancipatory interest

Conflict Theories: Rules Serve the Interests of the Powerful

-Rules serve the interests of the powerful
-The powerful are less likely to break the rules
-The powerless are more likely to break the rules

Conflict Theories: Marxism

-Bourgeoisie exploit the proletariat
	-The bourgeoise (elite) own the means of production/access to these (land; factories; industries)
	-Working class sell their labour
	-Working class will never be able to surpass their social position in life
	-The elite define what is considered normal/deviant
	-Oppression of the working class maintains status quo






Conflict Theories

-Pluralist conflict theory
	-Multiple axes of inequality (e.g., race, sex)
-Culture conflict theory
	-Dominant culture imposes its norms
		-Ex: Quebec ban on religious symbols
-Group conflict theory
	-Attempt to gain the support of “authorities”
		-Ex: MADD

Conflict Theories: Manufacturing Consent

-In a democracy, the powerful cannot only coerce the powerless
-Must convince the powerless that the rules are “logical”
	-Ideology
	-Hegemony
	-False consciousness

The Safe Streets Act

-Passed in Ontario in 1999: initially presented as public safety initiative targeting “aggressive panhandlers” & young people who cleaned windshields of cars in exchange for money (squeegee kids)
-In practice it has been applied to homeless individuals who are not necessarily
-Tickets (fines) issued by police

Power-Reflexive Theories

-Claims to knowledge that emerge from locations of power become legitimized
-In a panoptical society, not only do we surveil others, we also engage in self-surveillance & self-regulation	

Feminist Theories: Deviance is Gendered

Although feminist theories are diverse, they share these three core assumptions;

-Scholarly work has had an androcentric bias
-Social experiences are gendered
-Academic work should be combined with social action

Postmodern Theories: Questioning All Knowledge

-What are postmodern theories?
-Broadly based on rejection
	-Rejection of theories of society
	-Rejection of cohesive social categories
	-Rejection of the possibility of “truth”
-Give voice to marginalized/silenced groups
-Pose more questions than it answers
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