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Divorces are often effective in reducing strain on couples who are in failing marriages, but for those who have children, there are often damaging side effects. Society can be impacted by these changes in children who undergo parental divorce, and these deviations can be demonstrated through examination in using the sociological imagination. The sociological imagination is a concept that was created by C. Wright Mills and can be described as “the vivid awareness of the relationship between experience and the wider society” (Mills, 1959, p. 6). To examine divorce through the sociological imagination, microsociology and macrosociology are two terms that are necessary to define; these two terms allow us to better understand the implications of personal issues on a societal scale. Divorce can affect a family and the individuals who make up a family who can be considered a micro sociological group, and divorce can affect a greater society which can be considered a macro sociological group. To further examine divorce using the sociological imagination, I will be discussing the effects of having my parents separate, and then further observe them using C. Wright Mill’s sociological imagination to determine their effect on a societal scale.
           At an early age, my family was abruptly separated by my parents’ divorce, causing major changes within my family’s lives. According to Frank F Furstenberg though, divorce is something that has become increasingly common within society (Furstenberg, 1994), so it was not uncommon for children around this time to have parents who were going through or had already gone through a separation. When my parents decided to separate, the first thing that needed to take place was selling our house, which when observing this on a macro sociological scale,  produced business for real estate businesses. Both my mom and my dad then needed to put money into buying new houses in which they would reside, and this, in turn, caused some debt within their bank account’s; making it harder to afford the essentials of living, and would have further negatively affected our already poor economy. As time continued, it was necessary for my mom and my dad to change their marital status, which involved, macroscopically, seeking out business from judges, court officials, and lawyers to finalize their divorce papers. This allows for those who hold these government jobs to continue to have a purpose within society, especially as divorce rates were increasingly high around this time.   It is evident that their decision to get a divorce not only affected our family on a micro sociological and personal level but as well as a macro sociological and societal level.  
            Frank F. Furstenberg says, “Close to a majority of children growing up today are likely to spend some time living in a single-parent family before reaching adulthood. And, at least one in five will acquire a stepparent…” (Furstenberg, 1994), and this was true for me. I moved in with my mom by the age of 12, and later, she engaged in a relationship with another man. This was the same with my dad, who I would visit every week, as he was shortly after involved in a new relationship as well. During this transition, I was confused, upset, and trying to adjust to all the changes occurring in my life, and this caused my parents to put me into counseling. Due to the increased number of children going through family separations of this time, it is fair to assume that there would have been a higher demand for child therapists; therefore, the government would have responded to this demand by hiring more therapists to meet this need.  
Soon afterwards, my father became less involved in my life, and focused on building his new marriage and family.  When this occurred, my grades in school became increasingly low, resulting in my parents demand to higher a tutor in an attempt to improve my academics. In a societal point of view, this would have provided a job for a student, increasing money flow, and improving economic growth.  Again, it is fair to assume that due to the increased number of divorces during this time, that many children would have been going through a similar academic journey, and the demand for tutors would have increased, providing more student jobs, and increasing economic growth. 
Years later, my mother went through another divorce, and after this separation was complete, my mom was left entirely broke.  After this she became depressed, causing her work ethic to decline until she lost her job.  Macro sociologically, she held a much lower socioeconomical status, and was unable to afford the necessities of life, and this would have contributed to a decrease in economic growth.  My mom needed to claim bankruptcy, which on a personal micro sociological point of view was the worst thing that could possibly happen financially.  Looking at my mom’s bankruptcy within a macro sociological point of view, this contributed to our already poor economy, and we were now living below the poverty line, and contributed to the substantial number of Canadians living under the poverty line.  Furthermore, in terms of a macro sociological point of view, we were a part of the population who required government funding to provide us with welfare checks to survive.  For me, this meant I needed to begin working at a younger age and become more independent to help my family during our monetary crisis.  As I’ve previously stated, divorce was an increasingly popular societal change that was occurring of this time, and because of this commonality, it created a group of children within society who were more independent and able to think rationally for themselves and learn to provide for their family at a younger age.  It also created a group of children within society who were able to work hard to succeed.  
After my mom was able to attach herself to a new well-paying job, and find another partner, my father came back into my life and we began a new relationship as he became increasingly involved.  Frank K Furstenberg says that this is common for children and their fathers to rekindle later on in life as he says, “evidence from several longitudinal studies indicates that fathers who may be disconnected when children are young may become more involved with their offspring later in life” (Furstenberg, 1994).  After my mom was able to regain a new job, welfare checks were no longer as necessary, meaning I was able to work less shifts at my job and focus my attention towards academics and my future.  After my father was re-introduced into my life, my academics and my mental health began to improve, and this be understood Furstenberg says, ”…many experts believe that children are better off when their noncustodial parents remain involved” (Furstenberg, 1994).  Children of society are better off when both of their biological parents are involved, creating more stability within their lives.
Divorce has far reaching micro sociological and macro sociological ramifications on both a personal and societal level.  It is clear that while divorce has prominent negative effects on children, it also can both improve and negatively impact society in terms of economical status, offered governmental service’s, poverty levels, and positions within society.  Many divorces cannot be thought solely as a problem within a couple’s marriage, but as that of which can have both positive and negative consequences on society as a whole.
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