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University of Ottawa Course Outline
PSY 3391B Special Topics – Forensic Psychology
WINTER 2011
Professor:
Name: 

Dr.  Kennedy, C. Psych.

Phone:

(613) 947-0499  
Email:

 skenned2@uottawa.ca
Office Hours: 
By appointment

Teaching Assistant:
Name:

 Lindsey McLeod, PhD candidate 
Email:

 t.a.psy3391@gmail.com
Office Hours: 
 By appointment
Time and Location:
Friday 17:30 – 20:30 
Arts Building, Room 257  
Course Objective & Description: 
The focus of this course is the application of psychological theories, principles, and research to the understanding of crime and the criminal justice system. This course will provide an overview of the relationship between psychology and the legal system, including the courts, prison, and community supervision. A variety of topics will be explored including forensic risk assessment, eyewitness testimony, detecting deception, jury decision-making, psychopathy correctional programming and treatment, and special populations (e.g., Young Offenders, Sex Offenders, Women Offenders, and Aboriginal Offenders). 
The course will include lectures as well as audio-visual presentations. Guest speakers, from various areas within the criminal justice system, will be invited to share their particular expertise and practical experiences during some of the lectures. This course will be of interest to students planning careers in forensics or for those whose work interfaces with the justice, correctional, or legal fields.
Required Textbook:
Pozzulo, J., Bennell, C., & Forth A. (2009). (2nd edition)  Forensic Psychology. Pearson Prentice Hall.
Further readings may be assigned at the discretion of the Professor.
Recommended Study Guide:
Study guide for Forensic Psychology 2nd edition 
Class Schedule:
	Week
	Date
	Topic

	1
	January 7
	Introduction/Overview of Forensic Psychology (Chapter 1)


	2
	January 14
	History of Forensic Psychology (Chapter 1)


	3
	January 21
	Assessments of Credibility and Malingering (Deception)
(Chapter 4)


	4
	January 28
	Mental Illness (Chapter 8)


	5
	February 4
	Eyewitness Testimony (Chapter 5)


	6
	February 11
	Juries (Chapter 7)

	7
	February 18
	Mid-Term Exam


	8
	February 25
	Winter Break


	9
	March 4
	Sentencing in Canada (Chapter 9)
Parole and Offender Treatment (Chapter 9)

	10
	March 11
	Homicidal and Psychopathic Offenders (Chapter 11)


	11
	March 18
	Domestic Violence and Sexual  Offenders (Chapter 10)


	12
	March 25
	Police Psychology (Chapters 2 and 3)


	13
	April 1
	Risk Assessment of Offenders/Violence Prediction (Chapter 12)

	14
	April 8
	Young Offenders, Female Offenders and Aboriginal     Offenders (Chapter 13)



N.B. This schedule is meant to be a guide and may be subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.

Evaluation:
Students will be evaluated based on one (1) mid-term and a final exam:
Mid-Term: 



February 18, 2010


Value: 50%
The mid-term exam will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions.  
Final: 




To Be Determined


Value: 50%
The final exam will also consist of multiple choice and short answer questions and will cover all the material following the mid-term exam. The exact date, time, and location of the final examination will be available once the information has been confirmed by the university.
Students must complete both the mid-term and final exam to meet the course requirements.  A mark of less than 50.0 will result in a failing grade.

