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Love can be defined as various things. The love that we have towards a family member, pet, partner and even the love we have towards a hobby. There are so many ways to express love, but it all depends on the individual and how they view and feel towards love. When we are with our beloved, the feeling of love is present in the air. They may show this through their actions or by spending quality time. Irving Singer presents two elements that consist of love, appraisal and bestowal. These two elements of love can initiate the feeling of love. Singer discusses how love must consist of both these elements and that appraisal value will occur before bestowal value. Singer states how love is a way of measuring things that must include both appraisal and bestowal methods. I agree with Singer’s view on this when stepping into a relationship, both individuals must get to know each other’s personalities and values before taking it further. We must see what the individual is like and how they would be around us. We need to analyze what type of person we would be with them; are they going to benefit us or hold us back from the dreams that we have. Both individuals must see if they are in it for the right and same reasons. This will ensure a healthy and long-lasting relationship. According to Alan Soble, who analyzes Singer’s article, eros love doesn’t focus solely on the merits of the individual and is based on being property-based. Soble considers this to be the greatest and the only love that there is. Soble disagrees with Singer’s arguments as Singer makes some contradicting points within his insight of love. Singer’s view of love is that love is a combination of eros and agape, while Soble’s view on love is a feeling that is completely eros based.  
From my perspective, I strongly agree with Singer’s argument that the feeling of appraisal and bestowal must both be present in a relationship in order for it to be strong and everlasting. In my opinion, Singer’s point of view is true because in a relationship we must know how much our beloved is worth to us and what impact we have on their lives. We must also consider the role that they have on our lives and the role that we have on theirs. We will ask questions on if our impact is a positive one, or if we are valued as much as we value them. In order for the relationship to work out in the long run, both partners must be on the same page on what they would like their relationship to be. We should know what type of relationship we are involving ourselves in and what we are getting ourselves into before initiating anything. This is how we appraise an individual and decide what their value is to us. Singer states, apart from appraisal, no love would exist and we wouldn't even notice what the other is like. At the level of mere appraisal, we are all commodities for each other. And we do experience people at every moment of our lives in terms of some appraisive value we care about. Still, we are able to transcend all that through bestowal without eliminating the unavoidable presence of appraisal. (2009). Singer discusses that before developing a bestowal value individual appraisal must be considered. This will ensure that the relationship will be strong and long-lasting. When we develop bestowal value when someone does not benefit us or is a match, then it will have an effect on us. There most certainly will be a conflict between our values, morals and interests.
An issue may arise between our morals and interests because when there is no appraisal value but bestowal value has been developed, we will not be a hundred percent satisfied with what we end up with. We may settle for something less and it will not truly fulfill our needs which will lead us to be unhappy. In the short run, we will be happy with our beloved, but in the long run, we will start to feel unhappy and unsatisfied. We may find the urge to satisfy the needs and desires of our beloved and by doing so we will develop a new set of interests. We will do this knowing that it is not the most compatible and suitable thing for us. Thus, appraisal will only occur in consideration of our own needs and desires and it shouldn’t concern anyone. Individual appraisal shows that we are only judging the individual based on our needs and desires, not just the way that society will view the individual. Singer shares his view that we must focus on individual appraisal rather, the impact that the individual has on us rather than us considering the needs and interests in everyone.
Philosophy professor, David Velleman, describes appraisal value of love to be fundamentally a matter of acknowledging and responding in a distinctive way to the value of the beloved (1999). In Velleman’s essay, Love as a Moral Emotion, he shadows and explains Kant’s opinion on appraisal value.  Kant values a person through their dignity, for something to have dignity, it must hold value that comparisons of relative value turns meaningless (1999). Velleman discusses how in order for someone to hold such an important place in our hearts and to have a strong significance on us. They must be worth more than anything in our lives at that moment, nothing will be worthy of comparing them to. When we are able to recognize this as something with dignity, then it will stand out compared to other things and it will be more worthy than other things. When love has appraisal value it needs to differentiate between the different forms of appraisal. The love that we have towards our beloved should not be compared to anything else that we have and they should be the most important thing in our hearts. The love that we have for them should be like no other and they should hold a separate value to us. The love that we have should have such an important impact on our lives, something that will be everlasting. Both lovers will never look back and regret any decisions that have been made, they will be happy for life. It is evident that this item and love is essential as it is above other things and will move and still be present in bestowal in a relationship.
      	Velleman discuses that our partner plays such an important role in our lives and shouldn’t make us regret any decisions that we have made with them. We will look back or compare them to others, we will have such high praise for them. I agree with what Velleman has to say about this, we should always be fully confident in the partner that we choose and we should not settle for anything less ad it will have an effect on the relationship in the long run. The partner that we choose will have such an impact on our lives that we will start to see the world differently. The more time that we spend and memories that are made will make it difficult to see life without our beloved. This will have a negative impact on us when our beloved is no longer around. It will be hard to erase the memories that have occurred as well as we will continuously think about them. Everywhere we go will always remind us of our partner, places that we used to spend time together and we will remember the experiences that have occurred with them. This will only happen when a high level of appraisal is present in the relationship. When a strong amount of individual appraisal that is formed, it will be extremely difficult to find another relationship of such sort. No relationships can compare and feel ecstatic as the one that was formed, no one will be able to replace the love and connection.
      	Singer states we are able to transcend all that through bestowal without eliminating the unavoidable presence of appraisal. We do so by creating a new kind of relationship that is essential for love. (2009) Velleman also shares that when we continue to appraise an individual for their benefits and worthiness to us, we start to form an affection that is deeper than appraisal value. This value is called bestowal value. Singer states bestowal value as a way of creating value, not the same kind of value as in appraisal, but a new kind of value. Bestowal is an engendering of value by means of the relationship we have established, by means of one's appreciative attitude toward the person, thing, or ideal to which we attend (Singer, 2009). Singer is saying that bestowal value will occur when we consider our beloved valuable. Bestowal value can show the difference between liking and loving someone. When we start to love someone, we start to have a bond and a feeling that is like no other. We will put ourselves in non-existing situations and see how our beloved will be able to benefit us. Our minds will always think about our partners and we will always be dreaming about them. Bestowal is different than appraisal value, we form a connection and attachment towards our beloved which guarantees that the love formed will be everlasting. This type of love is only formed when we truly care about our beloved and they are someone that we want to spend the rest of our lives with.
      	Moreover, we need to think and understand how our beloved will impact us both positively and negatively. We must know their bad habits, strengths, weakness and how they are in their own habitat. This is a form of appraisal, in order to fully understand how to cooperate with our beloved we must appraise them to fully understand how they work and to understand what their strengths and weaknesses are. This phase of getting to know our beloved better is the process of determining their appraisal value. This is why appraisal value is to occur before bestowal value. Without understanding what our beloved wants, we will not know what to provide them or how to treat them. This shows that appraisal value is needed to be developed before bestowal value so that it can benefit a relationship without any major bumps or questions along the way.
      	Singer states that the appraisal occurs when we show commitment to our beloved and bestowal is the main value in a relationship to understand what love consists of. I do not agree with Singers saying on appraisal is only present when committing to our beloved’s values and interests. I think that appraisal is more important and holds more value than that in a relationship. I think that appraisal is important in a relationship as it shows our beloved how important they are to us and to not turn our backs on them. From experience, there are so many relationships that don’t have appraisal present because one person does not have the same intentions as the other. The most important thing is that both individuals talk to each other on what they would like the relationship to be. It is important to know that one lover will not walk out on the other and it shows how their presence has a positive impact on us. It shows us what we are able to lose if we lose our beloved and shows us why we were fully interested in them in the first place. In my opinion, without appraisal value, we will not fully know the value and worthiness that our beloved hols towards us. Before entering a relationship, we will know what our partner is worth and what they mean to us. We will ensure to go arm’s length for our beloved and to never lose them.
      	Appraisal value is important, but we should not mistake it for our sexual desires. People may see appraisal as a way to satisfy their own sexual desires and needs. Some may mistake the connection between their beloved so that they can get something pleasant out of it. Having recognition of this is a form of appraisal because it shows the satisfaction that we get from that individual. This shows the benefits that they may bring to us in the near future. Soble states that Eros-style loves are not merely contingently based on the merits of the object; love's being properly-based is part of the concept of erosic love. (1990). Soble is talking about how eros love is a passion towards an object as this includes sexual passions. Soble believes that eros shows an act of selfishness as it only looks at the person’s looks instead of getting to know the qualities of the person. We are drawn to them as we find them valuable and worthy to us. Deciding whether our beloved is the one for us is considered as appraising, we are looking at their qualifications and seeing if it is a match to ours. When we look at the appraisal value of our partner, we should look at how society will view us together and how our partner will interact with the ones important to us. When we are worried about the opinions of others and concerns that may ease up, we haven’t reached the bestowal value in the relationship yet. When the bestowal point has occurred, we won’t consider the opinion and concerns that others may have.
      	In my opinion, I think that it is crucial for us to determine appraisal value before any feeling towards bestowal develops. We don’t want to put ourselves in a situation where both parties are not on the same page as each other because someone will end up hurt. It is nearly impossible to form bestowal value before appraisal value because people only build strong connections when they get to know someone. I think that you can not build bestowal value without fully getting to know the person. When appraisal value is formed, as a strong connection is formed between the two individuals in which it ensures that the relationship is strong and will last long. When I form a relationship with someone, I can’t form a bestowal value before appraisal value. I would need to get to know the person first and what their intentions are with the relationship that we have. There are certain standards and qualifications that I look for in someone and if I don’t find that in a person then the relationship will not move forward. My parents play an important role in my life and they have certain qualifications that they want me to look for in someone. I respect my parents so when I’m in a relationship I look for those qualities, otherwise, I would not be a hundred percent satisfied. This is why appraisal value is important because you do not want to get involved with someone that may be temporary and not the one, you want to get involved with someone you are going to be with for the rest of your lives.
      	Appraisal and bestowal value are very important in a relationship, we must prioritize these two values as it will lead to a continuous happy relationship. Valuing the importance that our beloved brings to us will develop an appreciation towards them that will later develop into bestowal value. This is when we will see the true value that our beloved holds towards us and will determine if they are the one, we are meant to be with. Appraisal value occurring before bestowal is very important because it allows both partners to see if they are truly deserving of the love that each other has to offer. In conclusion, I agree with Soble and Singer that appraisal value is to occur before bestowal value and that it is essential that appraisal value has occurred before moving forward in the relationship. I also agree that appraisal means more than just qualifications, it can mean any sort of appraisal like pleasing one’s sexual desires.
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