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Oct 24
Important point: The old Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires claimed legitimacy on basis of dynastic loyalty, not ethnicity or religion.
By contrast, modern nationalism= based on belief that people with common characteristics such as language, religion, ethnicity, values constitute a distinctive political community- a nation-state
Ethnic nationalism: claims common race, ethnicity, religion, language; ethno-cultural motifs define a ‘’community of descent’’, from which outsiders are excluded
Civic nationalism: political community whose members pledge allegiance to a set of civic (citizenship) values, regardless of race, ethnicity or religion (‘’all people are created equal’’)
Nationalism as a political doctrine did not exist before the 18th century
Nationalist movements first arose in Europe in conjunction with the development of nation-states after Napoleonic Wars (1803-15)
· By late 1800s, examples of both civic and ethnic nationalism found across Europe. 
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Social Tensions and the Roots of Nationalism

Politically: locally born Criollos begin to identify more with land of birth; growing resentment of Spain's
political control

Bad Ti

ing For Spain

1807: Napoleon's armies invade Spain and Portugal, toppling Spanish monarchy and forcing Portuguese
royal family to flee to Brazil

Nationalists in Latin Americaseize the hour, to declare independence
Within two decades, nearly all of Latin America is independent

Independence movements led by Criollo elites in all but two cases:

1) Haiti: slave revolt (1804)

2) Paraguay: grass-roots movement led by radical Cath
elite landholdings, redistributes to poor)

pact of Francia's radical alternative on political movements in region

Dr. Jose Francia (seizes church and

Lastin

Post-Independence Era

Chief themes:

« Political independence coupled with new forms of economic dependence: Bri
« Domestic fragility coupled with foreign weakness

18005 Britain dominates world's sea lanes, international trade and finance replaces Spain and
Portugal as dominant foreign power in Latin America
> fears of "re-colonization” by Britain, other "rising" European powers
Helped to derive some Latin Americans to warm embrace of US. US also felt threatened it was newly.
\dependent to fierful of it's national security

Monroe Doctrine(1823):
US Pres Monroe declares US "Protector” of Latin America from European imper:
role" for US in region

lism; claims "special

Platt Amendment (1901)
written by US lawmakers, inserted into Cuban Consti

jon

Prohibits Cuba from runnung large debs or entering into treaties that threaten Cuba's independence;
authorizes US military intervention if Amendment s violated

US receives lease in perpetuity on Guanatomo Bay

Roosevelt's Big Stick Policy (1904)
US reservers right to intervene

arily in any Latin Am

n country US deems guity of chronic
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purpose: for security and to defend US business interests

US Military Intervention
1898 (Spanish-American War) - 1933: US intervenes militarily in Latin America 13 times
by 2000: 35 times

Most recent: operation just cause panama, haiti (1994)

Post-Independence Social and Political Trends
«  Social pyramid constructed by Spanish and Portuguese colonizers remains
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Sept 24

Before Industrial Capitalism:
War Capitalism, circa
1500-1850

War Capitalism meets Industri
The rise of Cotton Manufacturing, 1780s>

Chief Theme: The close and enormously profitable link between slavery in the American the rise of

cotton manufacturing in England

How it worked

1) Expropriation of land belonging to native Americans, 1600s

2) Massive infusions of European capital to establish cotton plantations, late 1700s > 46,000 by 1860

3) Transport of African slaves (400,000 total) to work plantations

4) Export of raw cotton to newly established textile mills in England Midlands (Manchester,
Lancashire), New England (US), France, Germany, Belgium, etc.

32% of total US exports (compared to only 2.2%in 1796)
in England, continental Europe and North

"Slavery and the expropriation of native lands, fuelled by European capital, combined to feed
raw materials relentlessly into Europe's core industry"

1800-1860: manufactured cotton goods comprise 40-50% total

h exports by value

Why not

‘g African slaves to work in cotton textile factories in Britain, Europe or northern US?

Systemic racism
Creating a wage labor economy

Why not enslave local populations in Britain, US or continental Europe?
Female and Child Labor in the Early cotton textile industry

1833: 32% all workers in Lancashire cotton mills under 16 years

1846: 27% all cotton workers in Belgium under 16 years

18205: 89% all workers in Dover Cotton Mill were women

‘Women dominate early cotton textile workforce throughout Europe and North America

Industrial Revolution in Europe
Key Themes and Concepts

 Mass Production

* Conservative, liberal and socialist responses
o Crrarh nf tha ctatm
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 Mass nationalism

Mass Production

Life on the "Assembly Line"
« Concentration of labor (mines, factories)
«  Specialization of labor

Alienation of labor - Karl Marx (worker is alienated from that product) under industs

26 Sept

Industrialization started with cotton and textile and then mining,
transport, communication developed after innovations with factory produ
Steam shipping, telegraph these technical advances helped to consolidate industrial revolution in the
core nations England, France, Belgium... Helped the push industrial revolution to other parts of the
world.

At the core phenomenon of mass production, small scale productions are now mass produced by
machines consequences of that shift at manufacturing was striking

1) Vastincrease in volume of production (dozens, hundreds)

2) Concentration of production (in pre industrial it was scattered) highly concentrated in large
factories which are located in urban environments. Within those factories labor becomes
increasingly specialized. Division of labor becomes increasingly elaborate. Assembly line.
Production is much more efficient.

3) Social and psychological consequence. Now work is more boring much more routine and more

ed, nothing to be proud of.

Alienation of Labor
Factory production vs artisan production:

* Work becomes more routine, more boring
* Loss of pride in work

« Own the labor, not the product

* Worker "alienated" from product of his/her labor

Urbanization

« Rural to urban migration (push and pull factors)
« Overcrowding, poverty, crime
« Suburbanization

New social classes

* Indust ion destroys livelihoods of artisans; creates new class of urban factory workers:
"proletariat"

« Miserable conditions, child labor rampant

« Expansion, diversification of "middle class"

(bourgeosie)

Redefinition of family and gender roles
o Pre-industrial era, family=economic unit; children learns skills of parents; women pursue
commerce; lttle separation between family life and work life
«  Industrialization: family redefined as place of shelter from the pressures of works and outside
world
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Gender roles: more separate, entrenched

Men
* Go "out" to work, bread-winners of family.
«  Engage in public sphere

Women
« Sty at home (f family can afford)
« Guardians of domestic sphere
«  Roles redefined > "nurturer", care giver

Fewer Available Options for Women
« Women's moral stature elevated as they become associated with distinctly "feminine virtues" of
nurturance, care-giving
«  Same time, roles outside the domestic sphere become more limited; range of available options
shrinks

ization" of certain professions ( nurse, care giver, teacher, typing, secretarial work,
nanny)

Class Conflict

ical struggle between nobility/aristocracies of birth and the ascendant

iddle class reformism and social control of the "dangerous poor”: the.
school, the reformatory, the mental asylum, the prison

10ct

Three kinds of Political Response to Industrialization in Europe

Conservatives: emphasize continuity and tradition over change and innovation esp. Church, Monarchy,
Army. Wanted to conserve s much of the old society ( prerindustrial society) as possible. Esp. values
and social rules. Wanted to hold on to, strengthen traditions- established practices on i jons.

iberals: Champions of freedom of speech, religion, assembly, trade, demanded right to vote(but not for
everyone, first for male property owners like themselves. New rising elites of business leaders, factory
‘owners and professionals of any kind were upwardly mobile member of society. They were on a roll and
they advocated for political and economical changes that would enhance their voice and their positions
in the society.

s

Advocates of alternatives to capitalism. But not all socialists were alike.. They were sharply

ided
Two kinds of socialists

Utopian Soi
« Yearn for return to pre-industrial society in which agriculture predominates
«  Strive to create model communities (back to nature)

"Scientific Socialists"
« Popular after 1850, with wr

ings of Karl Marx. He believed th:
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eventually compel the workers t rise up and overthrow the capitalist system. Focused on
exploitation and consequently he couldn't foresee the importance of consumption in capitalist
society. Now we now in order to make profit 1) you can lower the prices but 2) if you pay more to
the people they will spend more.

«  Scientific understanding of (emphasize) universal "stages" of human history

« Class struggle is the "locomotive” of history

« Emphasize historical inevitability of workers' revolution to overthrow capitalism, establish
socialism

Industrialization and the Growth of the State

* 18705 onward: dramatic expansi ize and role of state in econor and culturallife
«  State takes over many socialization and social welfare functions previously exercised by family and
church: compulsory schooling, hospitals, discipline (prisons, reformatories)
« Rise of "social insurance" and the welfare state (led by Germany): protection in case of accident,
illness, unemployment, old age
«  Late 1800s: advent of "income tax" to pay for above
Increasing penetration of the state into society. In pre-i

in't want
inary people find themselves in direct contact with the state much more frequently
in whole variety of issues. States demand from the society changed significantly governments were no
longer satisfied with simple obedience the now sought to mobilize active loyalties through education
system

‘The Nation-State and Modern Nationalism

« Nationalism: emotional identification and loyalty to the political community of the "nation". It is
not something you are born with you have to learn it, acquire it.
« Nation as "imagined" political community: sense of shared language, religion, traditions, territory,
history
ivic” nationalism (loyalty to set of civic or c
blood, descent, race, ethnicity).
Unification of Germany in 19th century -ethnic nationalism

en values) and ethnic nationalism (loyalty based on

3 Oct

Imperialism and colonialism after 1850: The Making of the Global Order

In 1800s Europe controlled directly or indirectly around 35% of the world's total land mass. By 1878 that
figure has risen to 67%. By 1914 on the eve of the 1st world war 84%.

« Motive
« Means
« Justifications

With increasing speed and force following the rise of nationalist movements and the 2nd world war
1945-1968 800 million people were decolonized- gained their political freedom from colonial rule.
Membership in the UN jumped from 51 from 156 countries by 1980 as a result of decolonization.
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Imperialism: the extension of sovereignty or control, political, economic or cultural, whether direct or
rect, by one government or people over anather.

« Colonialism is a form of imperialism.

Settler colonialism: formal colonization, expropriation of indigenous land, large scale, permanent
migration of settlers from metropole or mother country; examples inc. North and South America,
Algeria, Australis, New Zealand, Kenya, South Africa, Manchuko (Japan)

Non-settler colonialism: formal colonization, only a small number of colonial officials from the
metropole; focused on exploitation of resources and labor (across most of Asia and parts of Africa)

Neo-colonialism: colonial economic patters (esp. relations of dependency between metropole and
periphery) persist after formal political independence has been achieved (many former colonies in Africa
in the 2nd half of the 20th century)

Informal empire: exertion of significant influence- economic, political, military- by a foreign power over
aregion or a country which is not a formal colony or protectorate of that power (US in Latin America)

Establishing Colonial Rule

Motives: economic, political, religious
Justifications: "civilizing" the world; the role of international law
Means: strategies, tactics, devices, tricks

From the late 1800 onward the focus began to shift to the procurement of pure materials for Europe
cotton, certain minerals) the world beyond Europe was seen as a market

Economic Motives
«  Before industrialization, European economic interest in world beyond Europe centers on trade in
luxury goods (spices, silks, porcelain), "drug foods" (tea, coffee, sugar, cocao) and forcible
extraction of precious metals from the "New World"
* With industrialization, nature of European economic interest overseas shifts: colonies increasingly
prized as sources of raw materials for European industry (cotton) and as markets for the finished
products of European manufacturing (cotton cloth)

Political Motives
« Colonization wasn't only about econor
* Inthe age of nationalism, a country's international status was measured by the size of its overseas
empire
« Possession of colonies brought prestige; which meant that even small countries could aspire to
"Great Power" status by amassing territory overseas

Religious Motives
« "Saving souls": converting non-believers to Christianity
« Dominant theme in earlier period of Spanish and Portuguese colonization
« 19th and 20th century B colonial enterprise separate from Chs
efforts

Justifications
7 How did coloni

ism represent tself?
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* Lolonialism always descrbed [ISell as it it Were about sometning eise. Never talked about taking
other people's lands and denying their sovereignty for the sake of power and profit.

The Civilizing Mission: :"We're Here to Do Good"
Often closely connected to religious motives, but was also a product of Industrial Revolution itself:

« Europe's new technologi
racial and cultural superi
« Post-1850 rise of pseudoscience of race
« "Saving" people from their own traditions and cultural practices (their own barbarous primitive
practices)
The Role of International Law
« Since mid-1600s, Europe's international relations organized around a set of principles known as
"Westphalian system"
 Grew out of 1648 Peace of Westphalia treaty that ended Thirty Year Wars
Principles of the Westphalian System:
«  State sovereignty
« Non-interference in the internal affairs of another state
*  Legal equality among states

 and economic superiority encourages and validates assumptions of

However, the Westph: nal rela
overseas expansion

In order to justify imperial expansion and colonizat
nineteenth century European international law distinguished between so-called "ci
civilized" states and peoples. This language is there until 1945 and then it banishes.
Westphalian principles were only applicable to "civilized" states (European states)
red" was therefore justified; and the "
less what they wanted with "uncivilized" states and peoples, in the name of "ci
Colonialism was not simply economic project or a form of pol
It was also a wide-ranging intellectual construct: a way of thinking about and interpreting the world and
its peoples- you can end political control and economic domination but changing psychologies are much
more difficult

n system of internat

ns was elaborated during the era of Europe's

n and the violations of sovereignty it entailed,
ed" and "non-

ed" could do more or
them

80ct

Sinic Culture Area and the Tributary System

inic culture area
« Agroup of East Asian countries ranging from Vietnam in the south to Korea in the north, wi

lly were deeply influenced by Chinese political,literary, religious and philosophical

ns (Confucianism)

Tributary system

« Sought to maintain peace and avoid war among states by acknowledging the centrality of China as
regional hegemon.

« Surrounding states sent regular diplomatic missions to the Chinese court, bearing gifts or tribute
s an expression of their homage and subservice to the Chinese emperor.

« The
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Berlin Conference, 1884-85
Context: 1870s increased competition among European powers for Africa's resources to feed European
industry

Competition threatened conflict; in order to avoid war, German Chancellor Otto von Bismarck convened
international conference to divide up Africa peacefully

Representatives of 13 European countries plus US and Ottoman Empire met in Berlin in November 1884
to carve up the African continent

Lines across the map

Upshot: within 15 years almost all of Africa was colonized by European powers

How was colonial rule established and maintained?

In ascending order of importance
«  International treaties
« Military force
« Political strategies
*  Local cooperation
« Propaganda and psychology

International treaties.
European powers concluded treaties with "native" rulers to cede territory or establish “protectorates”
Sometimes under duress; often in order to secure alliances against enemies (let us protect you from
your enemies)

Sanctioned by international law

The role of technology and military force
«  Advent of steam shipping (1840s), railways (1830s-India) allows Europeans to move troops and
‘weapons quickly across globe and penetrate deeply into interior regions
« Modern weaponry like Gatling gun (1861, prototype of machine gun) makes it easier to intimidate
and quell resistance (great advantage)

BUT NOTE: most colonial powers did not maintain large armies or police forces in their colonies
E.g. Early 19005, 40 million Nigerians governed by around 380 British officials tells us that military force
‘wasn't the crucial factor we make out to be. If we fast forward several decades 1945 all the colonial
‘armies around the world were not enough to stop the anti-colonial movements

Political Strategies

Indirect rule: ruling through "native" elites, who run the day to day affairs of the colon
collecting taxes, maintaining law and order; supervised by small number of European officials at top.
ely practiced in Britain's colonies

Divided and Rule: exploiting existing ethnic, religious and cultural cleavages and creating new divisions
Eg reserving all civil service positions for members of a particular ethnic group (Malaya)

E.g importing ethnic minorities from one colony into another to perform specific economic functions
(Fii, Malaya, Dutch East Indies, Ceylon, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, South Africa)

Local Cooperation
« Colonialism relied heavily on active cooperation of locals, who staffed the colonial machinery,
collective taxes, maintained order at local levels

«  Colonialism created new opportunities for social mobility for those who possessed western
education
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universal and inexacutive forces of progresses modernity, and that colonial rule was good for the
‘world including own societies.

Propaganda and psychology
« Colonial rule couldn't rely on force alone > coercion always breeds resentment and oppo:
everywhere always
« Instead colonial powers attempted to control the "making of meaning” through the
representation of their might: combination of visual and textual strategies intended to convey a
message of power, superiori

Visual representations of power
« Use of grand spectacle, "pomp and ceremony"
«  Public monuments (e.g Victoria Memorial), grandiose public b
(e.g Raj Bhavan)
«  Displays of technologi

ings and government palaces

I prowess (railways, electricity, airplanes)

Textual representation of power
« Colonizers used schools to disseminate their own history and to re-write the histories of the places

they colonized
« Textual representations worked to justify colonialism as something necessary and beneficial to the.
colonized
Oct 17
Audio 1

THE FIRST WORLD WAR 1914-18

« 20 million lives lost
«  Afurther 20 million permanently disabled
+ The death of three empires

« How and why did it happen?

* Who or what was to blame?

+ Could it have been avoided?

Timeline

« 1878 Austro-Hungarian troops occupy Bosnia (under Turkish rule since the 1400s) and neighboring
province of Hercegovina; full annexation in 1908

, who are hoping to establish their own independent

state, with the help of Russia
\dependent states of Serbia and Bulgaria wage war against Ottoman Turks (Balkan Wars)

in Bosnia deploy terror tactics against Turks and Austrians

28 June 1914 in Bosnia capital of Sarajevo, 19 year old Serb nationalist Gavrilo Princip
assassinates Archduke Franz-Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian throne

* Within five weeks, all of Europe's major powers were at war with one another; followed by
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the United States, Japan, India and many other colonized

AR
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« 1914-16: "trench warfare" along the stalemated Western front- 700km from Swiss border to
Atlantic coast> "shell shock”, delirium, desertion, execution

1917-18 Turning P
S enters war (April) after German submarines sink American merchant ships at the Atlantic

« Russia withdraws from war (March 1918: Treaty of Brest-Litovsk) Bolsheviks coming to power
promised peace, land and bread.

Late 1918:

« Austro-Hungarian Empire disintegrate as subject nationalities declare their independence.

« German Kaiser (Wilhelm Il) abdicates when his generals desert him; flees to Holland (November
1918)

« Kaiser's successors are democrats and socialsts. They declare Germany a republic (The Weimar
Republic) and sue for peace

« 11 November 1918 Germany signs Armistice Agreement formally ending war: 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month

January 1919: victorious powers and their allies gather outside Paris to begin work on what will
eventually become the Versailles Treaty.

Why did it happen?
Need to distinguish between long-term, structural factors and immediate, contingent causes

Long-term structural factors: alliance system and "Great Power" (ambition)

In the broadest sense, WWI was a product of "Great Power" imperialist competition for territory

The Easter Question.
‘Who will control the European parts of the Ottoman Empire as Turkish rule disintegrated?

Austria-Hungary > hoping to expand its economic influence in Balkan region

Russia > covets Balkans for Russian access to Mediterranean > promotes Pan-Slavism: movement to
unite all Slavic-speaking peoples under Russian leadership

Immediate, contingent causes: chain of events June-August 1914 following assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand

Military Alliances:

Germany (1871)
To prevent attack by larger neighbors, states enter into

ary alliances with one another

By early 19005 two main alliance systems dominate Europe:
1. Triple Alliance: formed 1882 when Germany joins forces with Austria-Hungary and Italy
2. Triple Entente: formed in 1907 when France allies with Britain and Russia

Russia joined Triple Entente as means to limit Austria-Hungary's infiuence i Balkans (as Bri
France joined to counter Germany's growing naval power and regional influence in Europe)

and
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Alances were meant to he defensive In hature, o
In'eality, they greatly increased the chances of conflict, because their terms required member states to
‘come to the rescue if another member was attacked

Germany's "Blank Cheque"

According to this theory, German rulers sought to use the Balkan crisis to expand Germany's power in
Europe, by supporting Austria-Hungary and declaring war on Russia and France

Austria-Hungary responds to assassination by declaring war on Sert

Russia, as self-proclaimed protector of Serbs, mobilizes troops on its borders with Austria-Hungary and
Germany.

Britain declares war on Germany after Germany invades Belgium, a supposedly neutral country

Britain and France persuade Italy to join war by promising Italy chunks of colonial territory in the Middle
East and pieces of Austria-Hungary

‘The Ottoman Turks enter war on side of Germany and Austri
in the Balkans

Hungary, hoping to limit Russian influence

Japan enters war in honor its 1902 alliance with Britain > seizes German colonial possessions in China
and South Pacific

China joins war in 1917 on side of Bri
teritory in China occupied by Japan

in and Triple Alliance, hoping to regain former German colonial

Who was to blame?

Conventional Answer: article 231 of the Versailles Treaty placed blame squarely in shoulders of Germany
(Oversimplified and subject to qualification)

What f there had been no Military Alliances?
Without the alliances, assassination of Archduke might have remained an isolated issue between
Austria-Hungary and Ser
Instead, assassination triggered the various alliance members

Could have been avoided?

What if there had been no military alliances?
* Without the alliances, assassination of Archduke might have

Germany as culprit?
Rarely are wars solely caused by the evil machinations of individual rulers and countries
(though we're often told this)

Also, at play: a general acceptance at time that inter-state conflicts are settled by military force

Militarist outlook also fostered by Social Darwinism: the doctrine that nations, like biological
species, are locked in a struggle for survival, in which only the strongest and fittest will survive

What would an alternative have looked like?
Mustiial reraoni

o cbarac that intarnatinnal dicnitec chanld he recnluad naarsfillv by
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means of negotiation or mediation/arbitration exercised an independent third pa
war is the last resort, when diplomacy fails (20th cent. view)

International Mechanisms for Dispute Resolution = almost non-existent in early 20th century

«  Est. of World Court in the Hague 1899, as place where countries could turn voluntarily for

impartial judgement to resolve international disputes (still exists today, as the Permanent
Court of Arbitration)

The Paris Peace Conference (1919)

« InJanuary 1919, the victorious powers and their allies (27 nations in total) gathered at the
Versailles Palace just outside Paris to work out the details of a peace settlement to end
‘what US president Woodrow Wilson had earlier described as “the war to end all wars”

« Germany, Austria-Hungary, Ottoman Empire had no seats

Key decision makers
27 countries represented, but decision-making dominated by the “Big Three":
« Britain under Lioyd George
« France, under Clemenceau
« USunder Wilson

Key Issues at the Paris Peace Conference

1. What to do about Germany?
2. What to do with the former territories of the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Empires?
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President Wilson Comes to Paris
= Marks US entry US as major player in international politics
« Wilson arrives to a hero's welcome: US contributions after 1917 had helped turn the tide
of war
«More importantly, Wilson espoused a new kind of international politics
« Wilson called for an international politics based on broad moral principles rather than
narrowly defined national interests
« “Wilsonian Idealism” was summed up in the famous 14 points which Wilson had
enunciated at 1918 as a rationale for US involvement in the war
1. End to the alliance system
Inits place, new international association of nations, the “League of Nations”
3. Key premise of “League of Nations”: members pledge to respect and preserve each
other's territorial sovereignty and independence

League of Nations was the world's first attempt at world governance

However, some key flaws:

« No enforcement powers

« Relied solely on goodwill and willingness of member states to respect each other's
territorial sovereignty and independence

« Upheld notion of world divided into “civilized” and “uncivilized” states and peoples (re-
framed as “civilized” and “backward”)

« Colonialism upheld, colonized territories remain under the sovereignty of metropolitan
state.

« Wilson also called for reduction in armaments and elimination of tariff barriers to allow
free flow of goods between countries- principles that continue to inform international
governance to this day

« Wilson proclaimed that, in its own international relations, US would uphold principles of
territorial sovereignty and national self-determination

Was Wilsonian Idealism a pure example of altruism in international relations?
(no, he was trying to expand the capitalist economy of US - always has to be an aspect of self-
interest) (wars are very expensive) (war was good for US economy, countries borrowed money
from US banks)

US= latecomer to colonialismy; first colony in 1898, as a result of the Spanish-American war = the
Philippines

By this time, most of the world already divided up among European powers
Consequence: US interests better served by defending principle of territorial sovereignty at
political level, coupled w/ open economic access for US trade and investment

= “Open Door” policy, frst enunciated 1899 with respect to China

till, many colonized peoples were deeply impressed by Wilson's idealistic statements, and
expected US to champion their demands for freedom and independence at Versailles

But their hopes were dashed:
Principles of territorial integrity and national self-determination were to apply only to Europe-
specifically, the various subject nationalities in the former Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman
Empires
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Key Issues Arising from the Versailles Treaty
« The problem of refugees and national minorities in Europe

« The Mandate system
« The War Guilt Clause

Refugees and Minorities in Europe
«  Dismantling the great multi-ethnic, multi religious empires of central and southeastern
Europe in favour of “national self-determination” created a new set of problems, involving
ethnic and religious minorities
« Central issue revolved around membership and belonging:
Who was eligible to claim membership in the new nation-states created by the Versailles
peacemakers?

oct17
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THE FIRST WORLD WAR 1914-18

« 20 million lives lost
« A further 20 million permanently disabled
« The death of three empires

« How and why did it happen?

* Who or what was to blame?

« Could it have been avoided?

Timeline
Origins of the first world war
+ 1878 Austro-Hungarian troops occupy Bosnia (under Turkish rule since the 1400s) and
neighboring province of Hercegovina; full annexation in 1908
+ Annexation opposed by Serb nationalists, who are hoping to establish their own
independent state, with the help of Russia
«1912: independent states of Serbia and Bulgaria wage war against Ottoman Turks
(Balkan Wars) and win
« Serb nationalists in Bosnia deploy terror tactics against Turks and Austrians
« 28 June 1914: in Bosnia capital of Sarajevo, 19 year old Serb nationalist Gavrilo Princip
assassinates Archduke Franz-Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian throne
« Within five weeks, all of Europe's major powers were at war with one another; followed
by Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the United States, Japan, India and many other
colonized territories across Asia and Africa
“home by Christmas"
“trench warfare" along the stalemated Western front- 700km from Swiss
border to Atlantic coast> "shell shock", delirium, desertion, execution

1917-18 Turning Point
« US enters war (April) after German submarines sink American merchant ships at the
Atlantic
« Russia withdraws from war (March 1918: Treaty of Brest-Litovsk) Bolsheviks coming to
power promised peace, land and bread.

Late 1918:
+ Austro-Hungarian Empire disintegrate as subject nationalities declare their
independence.

« German Kaiser (Wilhelm Il) abdicates when his generals desert him; flees to Holland
(November 1918)

« Kaiser's successors are democrats and socialists. They declare Germany a republic (The
Weimar Republic) and sue for peace

« 11 November 1918 Germany signs Armistice Agreement formally ending war: 11th hour
of the 11th day of the 11th month

January 1919: victorious powers and their allies gather outside Paris to begin work on what will

eventually become the Versailles Treaty.

Why did it happen?

Need to distinguish between long-term, structural factors and immediate, contingent causes
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Long-term structural factors: alliance system and "Great Power" (ambition)

In the broadest sense, WWI was a product of "Great Power" imperialist competition for
territory
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The Eastern Question:
Who will control the European parts of the Ottoman Empire as Turkish rule disintegrated?

Austria-Hungary > hoping to expand its economic influence in Balkan region

Russia > covets Balkans for Russian access to Mediterranean > promotes Pan-Slavism:
movement to unite all Slavic-speaking peoples under Russian leadership

Immediate, contingent causes: chain of events June-August 1914 following assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand

Military Alliances:

Political tensions in Europe increased dramatically following the unification of italy (1870) and
especially Germany (1871)
To prevent attack by larger neighbors, states enter into military alliances with one another

By early 1900s two main alliance systems dominate Europe:

1. Triple Alliance: formed 1882 when Germany joins forces with Austria-Hungary and
ttaly

2. Triple Entente: formed in 1907 when France allies with Britain and Russia
Russia joined the Triple Entente as means to limit Austria-Hungary's influence in the Balkans (as
Britain and France joined to counter Germany's growing naval power and regional influence in
Europe)
Alliances were meant to be defensive in nature, designed to avoid conflict.
in reality, they greatly increased the chances of confiict, because their terms required member
states to come to the rescue if another member was attacked
Germany's "Blank Cheque"

According to this theory, German rulers sought to use the Balkan crisis to expand Germany's
power in Europe, by supporting Austria-Hungary and declaring war on Russia and France

Austria-Hungary responds to assassination by declaring war on Serbia

Russia, as self-proclaimed protector of Serbs, mobilizes troops on its borders with Austria-
Hungary and Germany.

Britain declares war on Germany after Germany invades Belgium, a supposedly neutral country

Britain and France persuade Italy to join war by promising Italy chunks of colonial territory in
the Middle East and pieces of Austria-Hungary

The Ottoman Turks enter war on side of Germany and Austria-Hungary, hoping to limit Russian
influence in the Balkans

Japan enters war in honor its 1902 alliance with Britain > seizes German colonial possessions in
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China and South Pacific

China joins war in 1917 on side of Britain and Triple Alliance, hoping to regain former German
colonial territory in China occupied by Japan

Who was to blame?

Conventional Answer: article 231 of the Versailles Treaty placed blame squarely in shoulders of
Germany

(Oversimplified and subject to qualification)

What if there had been no Military Alliances?

Without the alliances, assassination of Archduke might have remained an isolated issue
between Austria-Hungary and Serbia

Instead, assassination triggered the various alliance members
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Could have been avoided?

What if there had been no military alliances?
* Without the alliances, assassination of Archduke might have

Germany as culprit?
Rarely are wars solely caused by the evil machinations of individual rulers and countries(though
we're often told this)

Also at play: a general acceptance at time that inter-state conflicts are settled by military force

Militarist outlook also fostered by Social Darwi he doctrine that nations, like biological
species, are locked in a struggle for survival, in which only the strongest and fittest will survive

What would an alternative have looked like?
Mutual recognition among states that international disputes should be resolved peacefully by
means of negotiation or mediation/arbitration exercised an independent third party: and that
war is the last resort, when diplomacy fails (20th cent. view)

International Mechanisms for Dispute Resolution = almost non-existent in early 20th century

«  Est. of World Court in the Hague 1899, as place where countries could turn voluntarily for

impartial judgement to resolve international disputes (still exists today, as the Permanent
Court of Arbitration)

The Paris Peace Conference (1919)

«  Injanuary 1919, the victorious powers and their allies (27 nations in total) gathered at the
Versailles Palace just outside Paris to work out the details of a peace settlement to end
‘what US president Woodrow Wilson had earlier described as “the war to end all wars”

* Germany, Austria-Hungary, Ottoman Empire had no seats

Key decision makers

27 countries represented, but decision-making dominated by the “Big Three":
« Britain under Lioyd George
« France, under Clemenceau
« USunder Wilson

Key Issues at the Paris Peace Conference

1. What to do about Germany?
2. What to do with the former territories of the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Empires?
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President Wilson Comes to Paris
= Marks US entry US as major player in international politics
« Wilson arrives to a hero's welcome: US contributions after 1917 had helped turn the tide
of war
«More importantly, Wilson espoused a new kind of international politics
« Wilson called for an international politics based on broad moral principles rather than
narrowly defined national interests
= “Wilsonian Idealism* was summed up in the famous 14 points which Wilson had
enunciated at 1918 as a rationale for US involvement in the war
1. End to the alliance system
In ts place, new international association of nations, the “League of Nations”
3. Key premise of “League of Nations”: members pledge to respect and preserve each
other's territorial sovereignty and independence

League of Nations was the world's first attempt at world governance

However, some key flaws:

« No enforcement powers

« Relied solely on goodwill and willingness of member states to respect each other’s
territorial sovereignty and independence

« Upheld notion of world divided into “civilized” and “uncivilized” states and peoples (re-
framed as “civilized” and “backward”)

« Colonialism upheld, colonized territories remain under the sovereignty of metropolitan
state.

« Wilson also called for reduction in armaments and elimination of tariff barriers to allow
free flow of goods between countries- principles that continue to inform international
governance to this day

« Wilson proclaimed that, in its own international relations, US would uphold principles of
territorial sovereignty and national self-determination

Was Wilsonian Idealism a pure example of altruism in international relations?
(no, he was trying to expand the capitalist economy of US - always has to be an aspect of self-
interest) (wars are very expensive) (war was good for US economy, countries borrowed money
from US banks)

US= latecomer to colonialismy; first colony in 1898, as a result of the Spanish-American war = the
Philippines

By this time, most of the world already divided up among European powers
Consequence: US interests better served by defending principle of territorial sovereignty at
political level, coupled w/ open economic access for US trade and investment

= “Open Door” policy, frst enunciated 1899 with respect to China

till, many colonized peoples were deeply impressed by Wilson's idealistic statements, and
expected US to champion their demands for freedom and independence at Versailles

But their hopes were dashed:
Principles of territorial integrity and national self-determination were to apply only to Europe-
specifically, the various subject nationalities in the former Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman
Empires
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Key Issues Arising from the Versailles Treaty
« The problem of refugees and national minorities in Europe
« The Mandate system
« The War Guilt Clause

Refugees and Minorities in Europe
« Dismantling the great multi-ethnic, mult religious empires of central and southeastern
Europe in favour of “national self-determination” created a new set of problems, involving
ethnic and religious minorities
« Central issue revolved around membership and belonging:
igible to claim membership in the new nation-states created by the Versailles
peacemakers?
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Ethnic nationalism asserts that one’s primary “attachments are inherited, not chosen” (Michael
Ignatieff)

The nationalist movements that developed i the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Empire in

18005 were primarily ethnic nationalisms:
> Visions of nationhood rooted in claims of common descent, common reli

ethnicity

Peacemakers at Versailles considered the nation-state to be the ideal unit of pol

organization: “national self-determination”

Versailles treaty redrew map of Europe, creating new nation-states (Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia,

Hungary); restoring old ones (Poland); redrawing borders of others

ion, common

ical

Super-imposing nation-state system on vastly complicated multi-ethnic terrain of central and
eastern Europe = recipe for rapidly escalating ethnic and religious tensions. Why?

Nearly all the new national states created at Versailles= characterized by dominant majority
ethnic group and lesser minority populations

Versalles treaty granted approximately 65 million people a state of their own for the very fist
time-

But with the same stroke of the pen it also turned another 25 million people into ethnic
minorities within the new states. (they were not unaware to it)

Architect of Versailles treaty attempted to address problem of ethnic minorities within the new
nation-states by granting minorities protection within international law

Specifically, the Versailles treaty imposed “minority rights treaties” as a condition of statehood,
to be overseen by League of Nations

Treaties guaranteed collective cultural,linguistic and religious rights of minorities, including
political equality, access to schooling, religious freedom, use of minority languages in schools
and press

First such treaty= imposed on Poland

> Polish treaty became a model for others: Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Romania, Bulgaria,
Austria, Hungary, Greece, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia.

Problems from the Outset:

> States that were subject to the treaties resented them as violation of their national
sovereignty

> Chief architects- Britain and France- refused minority rights guarantees within their own
borders> double-standard

> League: no power to enforce treaties

States respond with measures for “ethnic cleansing”
> Citizenship laws, which exclude people of different ethnic, racial or religious backgrounds
> Mutually agreed compulsory population “exchanges” Greek and Turkish governments

1922-23; followed by similar exchanges: Hungary and Romania; Greece and Bulgaria;
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Bulgaria and Turkey

> Attempted genocide of ethnic Armenians by Turkish nationalists 1914-1923 (disputed by
Turkish government but widely accepted internationally)

> Forcible expulsions of outsiders

Result: growing resentment directed at “outsiders”, mounting assaults on minorities, and a
rapidly escalating refugee crisis in the heart of Europe
My mid 19205 25 million people forcibly uprooted in Europe

League of Nations Mandate System
Chief architects of Versailles Treaty (US, UK, France) intended principle of national self-

determination to apply only to European sections of former Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian
empires

Outside Europe, in Middle Eastern sections of Ottoman Empire and former German colonies in
Africa and Pacific, colonial overlordship preserved in form of League of Nations’ “Mandate”
territories.

Official rationale of Mandate System:
Not ready to govern themselves, still too “backward”

Instead, League grants western states a “mandate” to govern these territories “in trust” until
such time as ready to “stand on their own”

Mainly Britain and France, but also Belgium (Rwanda, Burundi); south Africa (Namibia);
Australia (new guinea, Nauru); New Zealand (western Samoa); Japan (Micronesian Islands, most
NB Saipan)

Official rationale of Mandate System: behind the mandate system was that these territories
were not yet ready to “stand in their own” (to become independent) ; instead the League of
Nations would grant European states (mainly Britain and France) a “mandate” to govern these
territories until such time as they were ready for independence

The mandate was described as

Former Ottoman territories in Middle East, Africa = divided among Britain and France;

British mandate over Palestine, Transjordan, Iraq

French mandate over Syria, Lebanon

Only Turkey itself became independent nation-state 1923

Mandates= classified into three types, according to “level of development” and, hence,
readiness for independence to govern

Class A Mandates: “most developed” almost ready for independence (Palestine, Transjordan,
Syria and Lebanon)

Class B Mandates: “less developed” not yet ready for independence (former German territories
in Africa: Rwanda, Tanzania, Cameroons, Togo)

Class C Mandates: “least developed”
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Mandates differed from other colonies in one key respect:
Mandate powers required to file annual reports to Permanent Mandates Commission, a League
of Nations body, detailing steps taken to prepare their mandates for independence (using
indices of economic development, social welfare, educational levels)

Permanent mandates commission was significant because it introduced, for first time, principle
ointernational oversight for colonial possessions

Oct29

Versailles Treaty and Germany

Single greatest issue for Big Three (Four including Italy) Versailles peacemakers: what to do
about Germany?

On this question, opinions=split:

Contrast to Wilsonian Idealism, French leader Clemenceau demanded revenge and assurances
Germany be permanently weakened

Clemenceau: France is victim of German war; no use for Wilson's vague and idealistic “fourteen points”
> Butalso new France needs US,

In end, Wilson acceded to Clemenceau’s demands for harsh penalties on Germany in return for French
support for creation of League of Nations

Irony: US never joined League (Congress failed pass legislation)
Versailles Treaty and Germany:

A

le 231 (the unofficial “war guilt clause”) = provides legal basis for massive reparations: *132

>
ion gold marks*

> Germany disarmed: army limited to 100,000; no air force; limited navy
>

>

Rhineland (region between Rhine River and German - French border) = demilitarized zone.
France got back Alsace-Lorraine region, lost to Germany in 1871

On Germany's eastern border, Clemenceau pursued strategy of surrounding Germany with French all
> Versailles treaty restored country of Poland (partitioned amongst its neighbors in late 1700s),
established
> Borders of new state of Czechoslovakia drawn to give Czechoslovakia mountainous defense
perimeter w/Germany
> Result: several million German placed under Czech rule (“Sudetenland”)
Germany's new demacrat government, leaders of Weimar Republic, railed against alleged injus
Versailles Treaty
> Treaty bred German resentment, which simmered, wai

es of

g for someone to take up the cause

Versailles Treaty and East Asia

Inspired by Wilson's statements, China's delegation expected restoration of sovereignty over former
German territory in China
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> Instead, victors uphold secret 1917 agreement (Britain, Japan, France and taly) to award Germany
in China (Shandong) to Japan, as thanks for Japanese naval assistance during war (article 156 of
the Versailles Treaty)

When Japanese delegate announced deal, Chinese delegation walked out in protest, refused to sing
Treaty.

Japan had seat at victor's table, but even japan came away disappointed:
Japanese proposal for “equal treatment of nations” interpreted by Big Four as call for racial equality>
Fuels Japanese resentment > within 15 years, japan calls for “Asia for Asians” and driving western
powers from Asia

In Sum:

sm- and because of its uneven application- Paris Peace Settlement gave birth to
new international tensions and unfulfilled aspirations that will fuel international politics in decades to
come > how not to make peace

THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Part One: The War in Europe

When did world war two begin?

Conventional: September 1, 1939 (Germany invaded Poland)

Butalso..

December 7, 1941 (Japanese forces bombed Pearl Harbor)

Dec. 1941- Feb 1942 (1apanese forces invade Southeast Asia)

July 7, 1937 (Japanese forces invade China)

September 18, 1931 (Japanese forces invade Manchuria)

Different starting dates reflect fact Second World War = convergence two separate conflicts, one

Asia, other in Europe
Two conflicts = formally joined September, 1940 > Tripartite Pact

When did it end?

Europe: May 7, 1945, when Germany surrendered uncondi
Asia:

Often said WWII was a war against “fascism”

What s fascism?

Mussolini’s rise coincided with collapse of Italian economy

When war ended, factories went bankrupt, unemployment soared to over two m

n, inflation
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SR
Into this economic catastrophe steps Mussolini with promise
1919 Mussolini forms first political organization: “Union of Struggle” renamed National Fas
1921
Fascist Party advocates authoritarian state led by single supreme leader who embodies “national will”
Fascists: national strength derives from strong state, united and disciplined citizenry, led by supreme
leader

‘Unity” = key
Fascists criticize both capitalism and communism for dividing society, pitting groups against one another
Fascists: democracy= bad for unity, pits majority against minority
Fascists advocate “corporatist” state:
Unity by incorporating different social interests (corporate groups — e.g. Women, youth, workers|
state, in order to give state “total” control over social forces
Popular motto of Italian fascists:
“Everybody for the state
Nobody outside the state
Nobody against the state”

Partyin

Fascist image of the ideal society:
Society s like a highly regimented, efficient machine, everyone moving in lock step, di
united in a single purpose: to strengthen the state

1922:
Musol

loping to curb appeal of socialists and establish a more efficient government, Italian king calls on
to form government

What do we actually mean when we say Hitler's Germany or Mussolint’s Italy was a “fascist state”?
And who was attracted to it what was its social base?

Before long...

But.
Despite loud rhetoric, Italian fascism= never achieved the “total” control over society to which it aspired

‘After 1933, Italian fascism rapidly outshined by the more powerful version taking shape in Italy’s
northern neighbor: Germany.
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Fascism and the Great Depression

Rise of fascist movements in 19205 and 30s, not only in Italy in Germany, but als in Spain, Lebanon,
Brazil, elsewhere

Can be understood in context of differing political responses to post-war economic crisis and worldwide
Depression:
A) Process of democratic adaptation, involving creation and/or expansion of “social security” systems
designed to protect citizens against social consequence of economic crisis
> These measures = helped preserve capitalist system, by diffusing political and social unrest
generated by the Depression
B) Tum toward authoritarian polit
greatness by other means
> Occurred more frequently in countries with weak econor
social welfare schemes

nal

ical models, which promised to restore prosperity, order, nat

, which could not afford mas

Germany, however, was an exception to this general patte
Germany was a major industrial state; yet fascism found fertile ground there as well
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Why?

One reason: in Germany, Depression compounded by economic impact of Versailles treaty
> Combination of treaty effects and Depression eroded popular support for moderate democratic
government, which had existed in Germany only since 1919

In Germany, Depression fosters political extremism on Left and Right

> Some looked Soviet Union as radical alternative; others to Germany's social democratic tradition
(SDP), which favored expansion of social welfare

> Fascism drew support from those who feared communism: middle class, big business, military
leaders, landed aristocrats

> 19205, German companies begin fina

demands

Nazi Party activities as means to suppress socialist and

Nazi Party also drew mass support those who could be convinced that Germany's problems were caused
by others: Jews

Hitler added the concept of “racial purity” to fascist ideology
(Italian fascism originally lacked obsession with race; racial legislation introduced only later,
based on Nazi Germany)

Hitler’s Rise to Power

Born 1899 in Austria, son of Austrian customs official
Did poorly at school, moved to Munich intending to become an artist

WWI intervened, Hitler instead became corporal in Bavarian Army

Returns to Munich after war, joins German Workers’ Party > renamed National Socialist
German Workers’ Party or Nazi Party, 1920

Hitler emerges from Germany’s WWI defeat convinced he is destined to lead Germany back to
greatness

Hones his skills as fiery orator: denouncing Weimar govt. for acceding to Versailles Treaty,
condemning what he regards as twin evils infecting Germany: Marxism, Jews

1923: first bid for power in failed coup at Munich > eight months in jail

While in jail sketches outline plan for restoring German greatness
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> Mein Kampf (“My Struggle”)

Bears imprint of Social Darwinism: human history is a racial struggle, in which only the
strongest, fttest and racially purest nations would survive

“Anschluss” and “Lebensraum”

Hitler: German or “Aryan” race= destined for leadership

First step: unite all Germans within borders of a single, racially pure state:
> Calls for “Anschluss” or “union” of all German people

REMEMBER: Germany’s borders as constituted by Versailles treaty: several million ethnic
Germans left outside Germany's territorial borders, in neighboring countries

When Hitler attempted to implement his vision of “Anschluss” in 1930s, many mistakenly
believed Hitler only wanted return to Germany’s pre-1914 borders

In fact, reuniting all Germans in a single state implied dismemberment of countries where
ethnic Germans were concentrated: Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland

Hitler also demanded lebensraum “living space” for Germany
> Especially agriculturally fertile lands east of Germany

1932 election: Nazi Party wins enough seats in parliament for Hitler to become Chancellor
1933 election: Nazis increase their share of popular vote to nearly 44 percent

Nazi Party came to power through the ballot box
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What was the key to their popular support? Why did people vote for them? What was their
social constituency? What was the basis of their mass appeal?
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Hitler’s strategy for winning popular support relied in two props

Promise to restore German honour and greatness by overturning humiliating terms of Versailles
treaty.
Identifying people to blame for Germany’s misery: scapegoats

Hitler's plans to forge an Aryan Empire in Europe excluded those Natzis regarded as non-Aryan,
therefore racially inferior

> lews, Slavs, Roma
> Others labelled “misfits” and “degenerates” gay men and women, persons with mental
and physical disability

Mein Kampf: Hitler describes his hatred for Jews as his “greatest transformation of all”

Strolling through Vienna, came upon “an apparition (ghost) in black robe and black hair locks”
“is this a Jew? Was my first thought”

In a few sentences, Hitler was able to construct a powerful image of an unknown Jewish person
as someone: mysterious, ghostly, sub-human (an apparition in a black robe), someone alien,
foreign, not German

Up to 6 million Jews would be murdered by the Nazi state in the name of “racial purity”
How can we speak about the Holocaust in meaningful terms?

“Denial”

Amore persistent risk is trivialization

What does it actually mean when to say the Nazis deported 437000 Hungarian Jews to
Auschwitz in the span of 57 days in the spring and summer of 1944?

1933: First anti-Jewish legislation passed:
> Non-Aryans excluded from civil service
> Jews prohibited from farming or owning agricultural land
> “Advisory Committee on Race and Population Policy” > citizenship and “de-naturalization
law
1935 Nuremberg Laws:

“Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honor”: forbade intermarriage between Germans
and Jews

Citizenship Law: only persons of German “blood” can be citizens; Jews, Roma singled out as
“enemies of the race-based state”

1939: Jews required to wear special cloth badges.
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1940: The “Final Solution”

By early 1939, Nazi policy focused on forced emigration of German Jews
Proposed destinations including Madagascar, Caribbean islands, Uganda
1940, Nazi embarked on “Final Solution”: euphemism for genocide

Responsibility entrusted to Hitlers elite paramilitary guard, known as SS (protection squad)
Following invasion of Poland (Sept 1939), SS established special strike force, known as
“Einsatzgruppen” (task forces) to round up polish Jews and concentrate them in special
ghettoesn polish cities

Summer 1941 Einsatzgruppen follows German army into Russia:
In each village, SS units assemble Jews and execute them; executed often buried in mass
graves, which they were forced to dig before being shot

From Nazi leaders’ point of view, two problems with this early version if “Final Solution”:
One= morale problems among SS units responsible; direct, individual responsibility: you pulled
the trigger, you are responsible

Other problem= efficiency: leaders demanded quicker, more systematic method of genocide
Late 1941: Nazi leaders decree establishment of special death camps in Poland, to which Jews
from across Nazi-occupied Europe are to be transported by freight trains

In Poland six large extermination camps were constructed, largest of which was in Auschwitz-
Birkenau
Death camps= designed and constructed with German

Nazi scientists selected hydrogen cyanide as most effective gas for kiling large numbers of
people within shortest possible time
Note: highly technical and scientific operation, involving educated people and scientists

Gas chambers designed to look like shower rooms to prevent people from panicking as they are
marched in; victims were told they were being de-loused for fleas

Polish death camps operational spring 1942; others subsequently built in Germany, elsewhere

By 1942 Jews shipped to Polish death camps from across Nazi-occupied Europe including
Vienna, Berlin, Prague, Italy, Greece, Denmark, France, Belgium and Holland

In the name of racial purity, the Nazis all together killed between 5-6 million Jews, over 3
million of whom died in the death camps set up after 1941

90 percent of the Jewish populations of Poland, Germany and the Baltic states were killed
during the Holocaust

In addition, 300,000 Roma people were also killed

Around 4 million Poles, Ukrainians and Belarusians died working as slave laborers for the Nazis,
and a further 3-4 million Soviet prisoners of war perished in Nazi concentration camps
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The Nazi Genocide and World History:
Historian of Africa John Cooper:

Nazism “gave racist ideologies and racist theories a bad name”

Finance: lots of corporations were involved, Nazi government gained wealth
The Course of the War 1933-1945

By axis

War and Memory

How is World War Two remembered?

In Germany especially memory of the war and lessons it holds= subject of deep and intense
soul-searching, for decades

In Germany, after war, two questions loom concerning significance of Hitler and Nazi period for
Germany

One= question of a German “Sonderweg” (Special Path)

Sonderweg: idea that Germany exhibits a peculiar “divergence” or “deviation” from the history
of other European countries, notably Britain and France, the explanation for which lies in
German “culture” or “national character”

Germany's “failure” to develop along the lines of Britain and France is what explains rise of
Nazis and victory of totalitarianism in Germany

Sonderweg proponents: Nazism= inevitable outcome of a “fatal flaw” in German culture or in

the German national character

Critics: there is no such thing as a Special Path for German history, because no norm exists by
which to judge germans peculiar
> Explanation for Nazi period in German history is to be found in the political and economic
circumstances of the time- not in the idealisation of the historical conditions in other
countries
» Considering the historical experi
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The emergence of a global capitalist economy

Capitalism: an economic and political system in which a country's trade and industry are
controlled by private owners for profit rather than the state.

Varieties of capitalism
1

2. Industrial capitalism- profit through manufacturing mass production
3. Finance capitalism- profit through landing and borrowing financial instruments
4. War capitalism - focusing on this

"Wallerstein”
Capitalist world economic system emerged late 1400s early 15005, marked by an international
ivision of labor and relations of dependency between "care" regions and "peripheries".
- Capitalist world economy emerged as response to feudal crisis in western Europe.
Another view: capitalist world economy emerged as response to geopolitical changes
outside Europe.

1453: Ottoman Turks conquer Byzantine capital of Constantinople

By 1600: Ottoman Empire stretches across northern Africa, Balkans, Middle East

silk roads
Turkish conquest: cuts off traditional land-based trade routes from Europe to
China and India)

ime "voyages of discovery"

In search of what?

- Spices (pepper, nutmeg, Luxury goods,

- silkfrom China coveted by wealthy
- Chinese porcelain people and marked.
- Tea their status

« Post 1500 European quest to monopolize long distance trade in commodities that could
be produced cheaply and sold at huge profit for mass consumption in Europe.

Drug, drug like substances, drug foods

Like sugar, coffee, tea, chocolate very first mass consumptions (can only be produced in tropical
or semi-tropical areas.

- Never consumed before, unnecessary

- Nonutritional value

- Addictive (provide mental, physical relaxation)

- Suppress appet

- Fostered a "culture" of consumption

- Source of "super-profits" > capital accumulation
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Sept 12

War Capitalism
Definition

Industrial Capitalism: wealth based upon technological innovation and use of machines
for mass production.

War Capitalism: wealth based upon violent seizure of land and labor of peoples in other
parts of world, esp. Africa and Americas

As Europeans searched for new maritime routes in Asia they found out that those lands were
not empty. They encountered not only complex but multicultural system of trade. Muslim
traders usually dominated Indian Ocean trade routes. Cultural intersection which involved
mutual cont ns with Muslims, Hindus, Jews and local Christians. When Europeans
Portugals encountered this system they couldn't grasp it. Their strategy was to use military force
to destroy those networks and to replace them with Portugese system (spice). They were
Christians and they saw this as a holy war.

These early Portugese were not interested in acquiring land they only wanted to control
maritime spice trade. They established trading posts in Indian Ocean.

Key Ingredients of War Capitalism
1. Imperial expansion

2. Expropriation (land and labor) of local populations

3. Slavery

When Why and How?

Post-1500: expansion of European trade networks into Asia, Africa
Indian Ocean: destruction pf pre-existing spice trading networks

Americas: Early 15005, Portuguese and Spa
setting off what historian Sven Beckert calls:

h explorers reach central and South Ame
"the world's greatest land grab"

1519: Spanish Conquistador Cortes attacked Aztec Empire in Mexico> followed by huge

Mid 1500s: Portuguese lay claim to sovereignty over present day Brazil

Followed by Caribbean islands, north Ame

, Australasia (Spanish british dutch french)
Regional Patterns (1500-1800)

Asia and Africa (Indian Ocean): establishment of coastal enclaves, use of military force to
destroy competitors and dominate
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Americas: Territories seized, local populations expropriated and often displaced or killed; local
‘economies re-structured for mining and plantation agriculture; reliance on slave labor

Key Commodities

Indian Ocean: spices (pepper, nutmeg, cinnamon, cloves); sugar (Mauritius, Dutch East Indies)

Americas: gold and silver, later plantation agriculture (sugar, cotton) by slave labor

Extremely labor intensive to produce, availability of cheap labor was the key to profitability

In the 3 centuries after 1500, more than 8m slaves were transported from Africa to Americas,
first by Spanish and Portuguese traders.
This system couldn't exist without slavery.

Why is war capitalism significant in World History?
1. The trade in war capitalism's commadities toed together Asia, the Americas Africa and Europe

ina complex web of commercial relations for the first time in human history.
fe: the origins of the modern global economy started here

2. War capitalism helps us to understand more deeply the historical foundations of the global
ascendancy of the "West" after 1500.

Sept 17

War Capitalism Case Study

Latin America 1500-1850

1."discovery" and conquest

2. the colonial economy

3. the social pyramid

4. social tensions and the roots of nationalism

1. Conquistadores= private explorers under contract to Spanish crown. They attack existing kingdoms in
the

Mayan (Guetemala, Yucatan)
Aztec (central Mexico)
Inca (Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador)

mid 15005 Spain and Portugal was engaged in a systematic effort to extract the natural wealth. That
colonization of Latin America invites a comparison with a colonization of North America by England and
France. Both began around the same time, both involved the deliberate action

One key difference: n. american policies of france and england gradually derived diversiful economies,
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economy.
Latin American colonization focused on violent extraction of gold and silver and shipping it to Europe.
Was undertaken on private ba: teritory on behalf of the clan under contract.
Their motives were very inconsiderate- gods glory, being famous and rich. They were mostly social
climbers- way to reestablish thei it

The colonial Economy
- focused on labor intensive extra
cotton, tobacco coffee cacoa)

ion (silver and gold) and export based plantation agriculture (sugar

Colonial strategies to secure labor:
a)" Crown" property (encomienda system)
b) indentured servitude

©) transcontinental slavery

19 Sept

Indigenous people were declared to be the property of Spanish people. To "protect”" Indigenous people
and spread Christianity among them. I. people owned them their loyalty and labor. Huge landed estates
were created eventually took up agriculture.

System of endangered labor. Wages were very low workers were given loans to the plantation owners.
When they couldn't pay it back they sold themselves. Indigenous people were exposed to diseases from
Europe (smallpox, measles). New strategy of labor transcontinental slavery and transport of African

il. App. 3 million African slaves were sold or

. Until the middle of the 19th century slavery was there.

‘The Social Pyramid

Europeans.

You could tell someone's wealth by their skin color. Europeans wasn't a homogeneous group. There.
were sharp differences between people born in Europe and persons who were born in the new
world.

* Racialized society, with highly elaborated ethnic/racial categories
« Rigid system of stratification > interlocking of race, occupation, status

mestizos

"European" = not homogenous category
"Peninsulares" = European born
"Criollos" = locally born Spaniards

Indigenous Peoples,
African slaves

“"Mestizo" = persons of mixed indigenous and Spanish decent
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7 How was it justified
2ideological justifications

Chr

1) Spreadi nity and
2) Mercantilism: Europe's dominant economic theory from 1500 to late 18005 (before the rise of

"free trade" ideology), which held th
A) National wealth is based on maximizing exports and
B) Colonies exist in order to enrich the motherland

ing imports




