PHIL 2380 A
Lecture Notes

Lecture 1

Sept 10, 2012

· Environmental Ethics – The field of study concerned with interaction(s) between humans and the natural environment including non-human animals

· The approach concerned with values and principles that should guide our interaction with nature

· How to hopefully better our relationship with nature

· This field deals with environmental ethics but also the universal language of ethics

· How does our ethic reflect on the environment

Lecture 2

Sept 12, 2012

· Orwell’s “Shooting the Elephant” explains that colonization involved brutality and completely destroys the native societies

· He uses the image of a brutally beaten elephant

· In the text, Orwell states that it is wrong to shoot the elephant but ultimately ends up doing it anyways

· The factors involved in him to shoot the elephant is

· 1) Value to its owner

· 2) Protection of humans

· 3) Unnecessary deaths

· 4)

· These factors were heavily influenced by the fact that he saw humans as a higher being

· In this story, the elephant represents the natives while the hunter or himself was the colonist

· Anthropocentrism – The belief that human beings are the centre of moral concern

· Man is the measure of all things

Lecture 3

Sept 17, 2012

· Bio-centrism – Other non-human living things deserve moral concern

· We have duties to preserve life and alleviate as much suffering as possible for non-human living beings

· Eco-centrism – The ecosystems and land communities are the centre of moral concern

· Aldo Leopold stated “It is wrong to interfere with the stability, integrity and beauty of the land community”

· Political Ecology – Origins of the environmental crisis are social and political

· We must understand the social and political aspects of the crisis to understand or find a solution to it
· Factual Claims – Claims or beliefs that are true or false based strictly on a comparison with a state of affairs in the actual world

· Moral Claims – Claims or beliefs that contain concepts that belong in and always include the ‘universal language of morality’

· This does not necessarily have to be factual or based on facts

· Instrumental Value – Something that ahs value compared to something else

· Usually something that can be measurable or assigned

· Intrinsic Value – Something that has value in itself

· Something that has special status regardless of ‘usefulness’ to others

· It cannot be compared to others

· The Epic of Gilgamesh is a tale of a great king who served his people for a long time

· When his brother dies, he did not cope well since his brother was a great person

· When Gilgamesh asked the goddess why people are mortal, she responds it is for the people to live and enjoy the wonders of life and to live a moral and good life since it is part of humanity and their design

· Aristotle, a student of Plato, in his book “Physics” states that some beings are by nature such as living things and properties of the earth

· Each has a ‘principle of change and rest contained within itself’

· Things that are produced by human craftsmanship has no similar innate impulse to change

· Aristotle’s “The Good” states that the good of anything is its maximum potential

· The good is ‘that at which everything aims’

· Things by nature have the potential of maximizing itself on its own accord

· Teleology – The purpose to the organization of living things

· Aristotle’s Virtue Ethics states that the good of humans is happiness and ways of obtaining it

Lecture 4

Sept 19, 2012

· In the book of Genesis, it was believed that nothing existed except for one superior entity known as God

· God created the universe and all life began in the Garden of Edin

· Humans were presented with moral choice by God and where the only members of this ‘moral universe’

· Humans were given dominance over the living non-human things

· Humanity has been given a special status in dealing with nature and natural things

· The question is the “dominion” over nature in which humans can use and abuse it to their liking or if humans are to nurture of take care of it?

· Are we confusing “dominion” or “stewardship” with superiority instead of responsibility?

· St. Thomas Aquinas had a ‘common good’ conception of political community

· Human beings are ‘social and political animals’ and the purpose of government is securing the common good

· Wanted to show that these were the ‘laws of nature’

· Tried to preserve and rationalize the central tenets of Christian beliefs such as the assigned hierarchy

· Argues that the natural world has an ‘established order’ of all things and reflected a natural law that supports our views of humans having dominion over all non-human things

· “The intelligent should rule the brutes” is the essence of the natural hierarchy

· Animals should be like slaves of human beings, which Aquinas says is all around us

· Slaves are not considered intelligent but can handle labor, so animals technically are no different

· Aquinas however states that animals should not be treated with the same degree as humans since it does not follow the hierarchy

· We have a special relationship or friendship with other humans that animals cannot experience

· Aquinas argues that we should not be cruel to animals since cruelty ‘hardens the heart’ and living things are created by God

· We should not defile God’s creation as well as defile ourselves or our divinity

· To be cruel, even to animals, will lead to be cruel to other humans

· Aquinas’s arguments against cruelty are indirect duties

· Since we have an obligation to not be cruel, but not an obligation to animals, non-human animals contain no intrinsic value
· St. Francis states that all creatures should have intrinsic value

· All living things are related to each other and are all part of God’s created

· If humans have intrinsic value, then animals should too since we are related to God and thus, should take care of each other

· Since all living things are part of this divine creation, we must learn to understand each other

· To understand our relationship with God is to understand our relationship with all living things

· Lynn White states that Christianity’s view of nature is that humans were created to have a higher status over other living things since humans are made in God’s image
Lecture 5
Sept 24, 2012

· Atomism – A perspective that prioritize the small details and how they are connected

· Holism – A perspective that prioritize the larger picture than the details

· Everything that we interact with and create comes from natural resources from the land

· Some would value production more than the land or the workers that process these resources
· Raises the question of what we take and if we should give back to the land

· Thomas Jefferson believed that the land can only be taken into the car of the one who put their heart into farming

· Slaves and workers could not accomplish this and such, the land was considered not taken care of

· People believed that the resources were infinite and as such, would harvest more than usual

· Resources are not infinite and as a result, natural disasters increases

· Although humans try scientific methods of preserving the land, in the long run it would cost them more than money

· Organic – Farming without the use of chemicals and farms the land naturally

· To most farmers, this practice seems odd but to others, it works and it is good farming practices

· Farmers who practice organic farming works together with nature instead of against them

