Lesson 4: 
Original language of the text: Greek. Encounter between important Jewish religion taken over by Christianity and cultures around it: Hellenism (Blend of Greece and Orient that arose in wake of Alexander the Great [4th century BCE] and who was very keen on conquering new territory and to spread the Greek way of life such as business, learning, fighting a war, and all of it came to be known as Hellenism. His faithful generals spread his legacy. There was a certain reaction against Hellenism in Palestine where jews lived at the time and another reaction among Christians. In Palestine, it was rejected because of the 2nd century Hellenistic ruler from Syria who treated them really badly and placed a statue of a greek god zeus in the jewish temple which led to a revolt and the ousting of the Hellenistic people and quite a bit of rejection of Hellenism and Jerusalem was a very important city in that time and people were hellenised. Outside Palestine, the jewish people didn’t really reject Hellenism.

Hellenism: 
· Alexander the Great: (356-323 BCE)
· King Of Macedonia (Southearstern Europe) 336-323
· Overthrew the Persian empire, carried Macedonian arms to india, laid the foundation of Hellenistic world of territorial kingdoms
· Educated by Aristotle
· His generals: Antigonids (Macedonia), Ptolemies (Egypt), Seleucids (Babylonia, Syria, Palestine)
· Hellenism included Greek education, ideals of administration, warfare, trade, commerce, sport, rhetoric, literature and philosophy.
· Hellenism was effectively spread by Roman emperor Augustus, who made Romans the patrons of Hellenism.
· There was a mixture of Roman and Greek unity after Augustus.

Hellenism and Judaism: 
· Introduced in Palestine in 332 BCE
· Palestinian Judaism faced with 2 choices: Accept or reject Hellenism
· Maccabean revolt: 168-164 bce
· Hellenism included Greek education, ideals of administration, warfare, trade, commerce, sport, rhetoric, literature and philosophy.
· Hellenism was effectively spread by Roman emperor Augustus, who made Romans the patrons of Hellenism.
· There was a mixture of Roman and Greek unity after Augustus.

Christianity and Hellenism
·  First Christians did not reject Hellenism
· New Testament books written in Greek
· Paul was not adequately prepared philosophically to engage in dialogue with the real Gentilles (Non-Jews)

Greek Philosophy
· Unlike Greek and Roman religions, Greek philosophy promoted ethical teachings. 
· It was similar to the teachings of Judaism and Christianity in this regard.
· It promoted virtue and happiness and spoke of a dissatisfaction with the actual human condition.
· Christianity ended up allied with Greek thought
Justin Martyr: 
Chrsitan writes 2CE originally philosopher who embraced Christianity and defended it in front of roman authority who were persecruting christianity at the time and got killed for it
Important case study because hes one of those representatives of early Christianity who embraced Hellenism and was not shy to speak about greek philosophy and trying to harmonize it with Christianity -> linked between the 2: equal of what great philosophers have said
Important to understand this in context of explaining how Christianity was born in this milieu, environment, and embraced the greek at the time (greek was like English) and that was done to convey message of jesus/salvation to larger audience. Some jews converted but majority rejected it
Christianity faced with dilemma of exporting msg to larger audience: in greek (NT). 
Justin martyr was proud of both greek and Christian legacies and he tried to work out this relationship

Three main arguments regarding the Greek Philosophy: 
1) Loan/Theft Theory:
Greek philosophers read or borrowed from Moses, hence the similarities between Christianity and philosophy
· They were somehow having access to the books of Hebrew bible (OT) and that’s why you have similarities
· Argument used before J.M by Philo (Jew) -> greek philosophy = Judaism
· Justin borrowing arguments from philo
· Today we know this is very unlikely to have been the case
· Writings of moses were barely put together at the time

2) Demon Theory:
Distortions of the truth in Greek Mythology are the works of demons
· There is some truth in greek mythology/religion and that truth will be somehow seen in Christianity but there are somehow distortions truth because of demons 
· Spiritual beings are more capable of cheating and interested in distorting the truth

3) Logos Theory (Logos spermatikos):
The whole of the Logos (Word/Reason of God) is present in Jesus Christ, but portions of it are found among the Jews and Greeks as well
· Presence of fragment sof truths among religions other than Christianity but makes sure that logos was fully present in jesus Christ (incarnate son of god) and the fullness of the logos is in him. 
· Greek philosophy and Christianity have quite a few things in commin but nthey are different in fact.
· Reason why religion of christiniaty shouldn’t be persecuted (not a superstition)
· Defense of christianity by JM

First Apology:
Charge of atheism Is refuted: Christians were accused of being atheists and Justin is refuting that by saying that if they are considered pegans they are because they don’t believe pagan god but if they are Christians then they are. 
Ch.7 : Christians, if tried as some sort of criminals, have to be judged indivually but not as a group because they are all different because there may be criminals among them but not all of them are. 
Apology was addressed to the emperor dk if it got to him but still very interesting
Ch. 8: Christians not afraid to confess faith to god because higher hope that afterlife in kingdom of god there is a more just world
Ch. 46: what happened before the coming of JC or incarnation of word of god into historical person known as jesus. There were people who lived before this and they had a part in this knowledge of logos. 




LESSON 5:

Gnosticism: 
Movement that developed for several centuries and by 2nd century it is very strong and very widespread and lots of challenges to what came to be referred to proto orthodox Christianity which ended up becoming mainstream in 4th century and that set standards for orthodoxy in Christianity, first orthodoxy, 
One of the famous books and best sellers of all times is davinci code and lots of talks of gnoticism which was highly repressed by church because of its teachings and it was very powerful and church was threatened by it (according to fictional novel) and erased it up to this day. Gnosticism appeared in many forms. Many gnostic teachers disagreed with other gnostic teachers. It presented a major challenge to early Christianity. First, by the fact that the first to really say what was bible for Christians were gnostic teachers and that’s when the other pro orthodox started to ask what is bible. It took at least 40-50 years so that the first books of NT appeared. First by Paul and then Gospel 4 books earliest in 60 and last book of gospel towards the end of 1st century. Such time difference can lead to discrepancies in reality such as telephone game but people playing telephone game are in the same place at the same time and in this case its years apart. 
Gnosticism has a couple of identifiable features. Encounter between gnostic groups
3rd century bishop of Alexandria approves 37 books of bible
Took the church 200 years to establish what bible is (NT)

Common Traits of Gnosticism: 
[image: ]
For Humanity: Sophia was captured and imprisoned in the material world in the bodies of humans. Many humans though not all have this spark of divinity in them
For salvation: Divine sparks within humans can escape only by learning through knowledge (Gnosis) where it came from and how it can return
For the Church: Gnostics admit that Christians who have faith in Christ and do good can experience some salvation, but real afterlife is only for the gnostics. Gnostics come to the full knowledge of the secrets of salvation

Divine redeemer for Christian gnostics: 
· Salvific knowledge comes from outside the world
· It is brought by a divine redeemer
· Christ is the one who brings this knowledge from above
· Some gnostics thought that Christ came to earth seemingly as a human 
· He did not suffer because he was not flesh and blood
· Other gnostics believed that the divine Christ entered the body of a man named jesus when he was baptized and Christ left jesus prior to his death 

Proto-Orthodox Christianity
Pro-Orthodox= those commonly known as early church fathers such as Justin Martyr and Irenaeus of Lyon who ended up defining what exactly should be orthodox or correct belief
· Orthodox Christianity - non-dualistic, salvation through faith, non-elitistic, yet open to all.
· Irenaeus of Lyons, 2nd-century author of, Against all the Heresies.
Against the Gnostics, Irenaeus emphasizes:
· Apostolic succession (the fact that the bishops of proto-orthodox Christianity can trace their appointments back to the apostles)
· Rule of faith (proto-orthodox Christians hold certain basic beliefs that differ from Gnostic beliefs)
· Unity of belief (all proto-orthodox Christians hold the same beliefs, unlike the Gnostics, who hold a multitude of competing beliefs)

Criteria for Scriptural Canonicity: 
[image: ]
A lot of books were taken away from early Christianity because they were not well such as goddess was hidden and changed for god as a male but the fact is that this was not the reason why early church decided to keep only 4 and take away all the others (there are about 30 and of those only 4 made their way). Why only for? Why not just 1 or 10 or 15 or all 30? There was some criteria that early church used to establish that. 
Books had to be ancient and to date back to near the time of jesus. The more ancient it is the more likely it is to be included in list of normative books. 4 gospels today are matthew mark luke and john and they all date back to 1st century. Books such as the gospel of Mary Magdalene or gospel of Judas are newer and come from 2nd to 5th century and as such they are losing to the canonical gospel
Authoritative book had to be written by apostle or at least a companion of apostle
Books have to be widely accepted among established churches. If they were not widely accepted they would have been rejected. Gospel of peter was dropped (Egypt). Criteria of catholicity and universality
Orthodoxy is the most important criteria. As applied to books of NT was saying that the view set forth in the book had to be compatible with the already accepted views and if a new book was not compatible with the view of jesus, it was not accepted. 
Last criterion is that of divine inspiration. Scholars have discovered that this inspiration was preceded by some other criteria
That’s why it took the church about 350 years to establish what was to be the bible.

Issue of orthodoxy vs heresy: herisiologists were proto-orthodox (heclisialistical) were the church fathers. 












Lesson 6: 

· How Christianity came to being a legal religion in the empire after 250 years of persecution and consequences on power relations in empire. 
· Roman empire was an empire that provided a lot of freedom of religion for many religions and only exceptions were Christianity and sometimes Judaism. Religions being subversive and against established roman order. 
· Christians were considered cannibalists because they were eating the body of Christ and drinking the blood of Christ. 
· 4th century: Christianity became legal. But they have to deal with the past such as collaboration between Christians and persecutors. There were around 8 to 10 persecutions and they were different. People were involved with trying to reconcile society and sort things of. There were people who betrayed Christians and others chose not to collaborate and were tortured and some of them were killed and some not. The ones who survived are the ones who raised some of these issues and the ones who died were martyrs and celebrated for determination of holding their faith. Those who survived ask themselves if they should allow collaborators among them. 
· Donatos: Church should be made up of pure people without those collaborators and it should be made up of the saints: Interesting theory but not much in line with message of jesus with calls on sinners to repent and leave their sinners lives. Also, some of the collaborators came and said sorry. 
· Augustine said that the church is not just made of saitns but of sinners also who all of them have to try to become saints and seek morality and search for the good, not the evil. For a while there is this experimentation. Augustine said that in fact, even a priest or bishop who was sinful can function to the church because god wants to transmit morale and grace through them and them not being there is even worse situation. 
· After 312 when Christianity is legalized, there is a lot of legislation in favor of them and they end up having access to government and churches end up getting a lot of support for building of churches and Christianity becomes established. 
· Another area that was affected was that of power relations. In the east the area of roman empire that was connected in new capital founded by Constantine. In the west, there was a different developments. In east the roman emperor that came to be byzantinian emperor was residing in capital but in west in rome there were many attacks by barbarians and there was no emperor later and pope (bishop of rome) came to be powerful. 
· West: Theory of 2 powers: because bishop was the only one remained head of Christian population the bishop came to embrace political role. 
· Church said there are 2 powers in this world: wordly power and emperor is representative and heavenly power and bishpps are representative. Both have to work for good of society. On the opther hand they kept to at least conceptually separated and that is what happened in western society 5th century onward
· In the east the model is known as byzantine model of symphonia or harmony: there were the 2 powers the emperor and head of byzantine church the patriarch but they were supposed to collaborate in what came to know as harmony in a way that is much stronger than what you see in the west. In west there were quarrels between both sides such as 11th century who is supposed to invest on new bishops and there were kings that were saying we are supposed because we give money so we should appoint but pope says it’s me I’m the head of church. 
· By 6th century this theory in east that emperor was son of church and had to obey rules of the church but also be representative of the church. 
· To this day, Vatican is the head of the Catholic Church. The pope himself also became a political ruler. 


Roman Religion:
· Roman empire object of manifested care of the gods such as Jupiter
· To satisfy gods, cultic intentions developed. Aimed to keep the Pax Deorum: Peace of the gods
· Roman religions was complex for it included borrowing traditions and elements – including oriental cults
· Suggests tolerance for other religions that have ancient roots
Religious Tolerance: 
· Roman rule was more than secular. IT included mandatory participation in public ceremonies and securing the gods’ protection for the emperor
· Roman religion had no particular interest in binding doctrines. Nonetheless, observance was mandatory for everyone
· Judaism and the jews were tolerated for they were a sect with old roots
Persecution: 
· Disloyal to the state
· Christian evoked an inherited disloyalty to the state
· Christians were considered a sect coming from Judaism\
· According to Porphyry:
· Christians were denounced as having turned away from the recognized god. They were accused of being atheists, to which they responded by saying they were “atheist to all those [pagan] gods”.
· Christians were considered dangerous not only because of “their crude practices” (ritual murder, cannibalism, incest and magic were some of the false accusations brought against them), but also because they belonged to an antisocial organization that neglected the gods and the ceremonies.
· [image: ]
· Intense persecution took place under emperors: 
· Decius: 250-251 AD
· Valerian: 257-279 AD
· Targeted bishops to demoralize the community and was a setback for the church
· 260-302 AD – Complete Tolerance: Crucial time for growth of church
· Then the great persecution of 303-313: 
· Need for pagan revival
· Persecution involved destruction of churches and scriptures, confiscation of property, prohibition of worship, cancellation of legal and civil rights, arrests of clergy and torture and execution, orders to sacrifice to the gods on pain of death

After 312 AD: 
· Eusebius: 265-340, was first church historian, celebrated Constantine and his conversion after the battle at the Milvian bridge. 
· Constantine: Very sympathetic to Christians after claiming to have had vision of a cross superimposed against the sun. Was raised monotheist (Sun God Worshipper) but after his conversion introduced and mixed Christian monotheism with Sun cult worship. 313: Constantine and his co-emperor of the east, licinius, granted universal religious freedom by the edict of milan

Council of Nicaea, 325 AD: 
· Important step in establishing orthodoxy within the Church. Christianity experienced an almost steady progress throughout the fourth century. 
324 AD: 
· Constantine founded Constantinople, the new rome, on the site of ancient byzantion. 
· This conquered the hearts of the eastern provinces and brought Christianity, which was in many ways still pagan, into asia minor
391-392 AD: 
· Under the pressure of the Church and in order to enforce imperial unity through religious uniformity and orthodoxy, Emperor Theodosius I declares paganism illegal
· Christianity becomes the official religion of the Roman Empire and Judaism is only tolerated
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Paganism is banned. 
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