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1. Case Study - Larry (ch.13, pg. 364)

Larry was a happy, smiling, babbling child. But after his first birthday, he started to change. He became almost non-verbal, and that once-smiling face was now a blank wall. Kathy his mother, became very worried. She brought him to a doctor who (incorrectly) told her he was deaf. Kathy knew that wasn't the problem. Larry's behavior became more erratic. He would go from a near-comatose state to fits of rage and tantrums. This was a great stress on the family. Kathy quit her job as a cashier in order to care for Larry full time. Her husband resented the loss of income and having to work extra hours at the shop. And still the debts were pilling up. Years later Kathy would say that "it was too much strain on an already bad situation." They divorced when Larry was three.
      Kathy moved from the city where they were living and got an apartment down the street from her parents in the mid-sized town where she grew up. Being back in a familiar place was very reassuring to Kathy. Her parents were an incredible support. They would keep Larry once a week so that Kathy could have a restful sleep. Over the years, they have also helped out with many of the expenses. 
      One day, one of the neighbours, who had a child with autism, gently suggested to Kathy that Larry might also be autistic. After seeing a couple of doctors, she was finally referred to a specialist. When Larry was four, he was formally diagnosed with autism. But getting the diagnosis was a mixed-blessing. Finally Kathy knew what was wrong with her son. But she also felt depressed and helpless. There is no cure for autism, and Kathy could see ahead what kind of life Larry, and she would have.
      Kathy was somewhat surprised to admit that she "fought for the label." Once it was confirmed that Larry had autism, all of a sudden, there was all kinds of support for Larry and Kathy. There was a special school program for Larry, and a support worker who would come the house once a week, and counselling for Kathy. But she also had to face the "refrigerator mother" theory. She knew that some of the other parents said that Larry was like that because she was a cold and distant mother. Even her own mother became obsessed with why her grandson was like this. Kathy had to ask her to just let it go. In looking for a cause, it felt too much like she was blaming Kathy.
      Larry is now 19 years old. Kathy has progressed and regressed many times. She does not blame Larry for his condition, but she envies other parents who have not had the same challenges. At first, she was dwelling on Larry's condition; now she tries to focus more on being Larry's mother. She knows that she has missed out on things. But she tries to balance the things the she has missed with the things that she has learned as a result of having a child with autism.

-Describe in detail the Double ABCX model. Use this model to analyze in detail the case of Larry.
       (20 points)

2.  Describe the different types of child custody arrangements. What are the advantages and disadvantages of each type? Under what conditions is each type most likely to succeed? Use examples to illustrate your points.   (10 points)

3.  Case Study - Caitlyn and Carlos (ch. 11, pg. 316)

Caitlyn and Carlos have been married for two years. Theirs is a complex step-family. Caitlyn was a never married mother whose daughter, Emma, is seven. Carlos's first wife left him for another man and moved across the country. Carlos has custody of his two sons, Marco and Andres, aged nine and six, and they see their mother two or three times a year. The couple is considering having a baby to cement family relationships. 
      Although the couple had high hopes for their marriage, they have recently been quarrelling over the attitude of Carlos's parents to the children. For Christmas, birthdays, and other occasions, they give gifts to Marco and Andres but none to Emma. The boys delight in showing off their new tablets and smartphones. Carlos is the only son and his parents value carrying on the family name. In fact, the boys are named for their grandfather and great-grandfather. Caitlyn is part of a large extended family whose motto seems to be "the more the merrier." They have accepted her stepsons as part of the clan, just as they accepted the children of a young woman they informally fostered. All the youngsters are treated equally at Christmas and on birthdays. Emma is asking why her step grand-parents hate her.
      In the most recent crisis, Carlos's parents are planning a big party for Marco's tenth birthday next month. They have told Carlos that it will be a "family only" party and that Caitlyn and Emma won't be welcome, especially since the boys' birth mother will be there. Caitlyn feels hurt and angry to be excluded. Carlos has been making excuses for his parents.
(15 points) 
 
-What social norms are contributing to the conflict in this family? 

-What factors within the stepfamily might be making the situation worse? 

- How do you think Caitlyn and Carlos could reduce the conflict? 

- Do you think that having a child together would improve relationships in the family? Explain your answer. 

