Cyberethics – Module 1: Computers and Ethics
Learning objectives
After completing the module, you should 
· Be able to get a sense of the ethical issues unique to computers.
· Understand what applied ethics is.
· Appreciate the ways computers have affected and changed our lives.
· Understand what subjective relativism and cultural relativism are.
· Be able to understand the motivations behind and against various forms of moral relativism.
· Appreciate the difficulty of some moral dilemmas.
· Have a basic grasp of the basic kinds of moral theories.

A primer on ethics
We have a moral obligation to save a child drawn in a pond. 
We only assess voluntary actions – ethics is concerned with voluntary actions. 
What is right and what is not right to do. What is wrong?
Good reasons that persuade an impartial audience. 
Is morality all subjective? 
· Subjective relativism: the view that is right or wrong is really ultimately up to each person to decide for herself.
· Arguments in favour of subjective relativism
1. People disagree about what is right and wrong. – it is impossible to decide what is right or wrong, it is relatively subjective to the person who is deciding. 
2. We should respect people’s different moral beliefs. – people have different moral beliefs; we should respect that. 
· Arguments against subjective relativism
1. If subjective relativism was true, nobody could ever do anything wrong. – as long as they believe it to be right. 
When we think “we ought to tolerate others”, we think everyone ought to tolerate everyone else. Some people think that the morality is not relative to individual, rather it is relative to the culture. 
· Cultural relativism: the view that morality is relative to culture.
· Arguments in favour of cultural relativism
1. Each culture has their own beliefs about what is right and wrong. 
2. It is arrogant to judge other cultures. 
· Arguments against cultural relativism
1. Just because each culture has their own beliefs about what is right and wrong doesn’t mean that each culture’s beliefs are okay. – having a different culture/belief doesn’t mean that it is true or acceptable. 
2. If cultural relativism is true, how do you figure out what is morally right or wrong?
Articles for reading
· Nicholar Carr. “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” The Atlantic, July/August 2008.
· James Moor, "What is Computer Ethics?" Metaphilosophy, Vol. 16, No. 4, 1985. Link:  http://web.cs.ucdavis.edu/~rogaway/classes/188/spring06/papers/moor.html.)
· James Fieser, “Ethics,” Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy ISSN 2161–0002, http://www.iep.utm.edu/, April 25, 2015.
· Allen Wood, “Relativism.”

Issues with computers and ethics in today’s society includes, but not limited to …
Moral piracy
Intellectual property
· Computer programs
Privacy
Ethics
1. Metaethics
· Investigate where our ethical principles come from, and what they mean. 
· Are they merely social interventions? Do they involve more than expressions of our  individual emotions?
· Metaethical answers to these questions focus on the issues of universal truths, the will of God, the role of reason in ethical judgments, and the meaning of ethical terms themselves. 
2. Normative ethics
· Takes on a more practical task, which is to arrive at moral standards that regulate right and wrong conduct. 
· May involve articulating the good habits that we should acquire, the duties that we should follow, or the consequences of our behaviour on others.
3. Applied ethics
· Involves examining specific controversial issues, such as abortion, infanticide, animal rights, environmental concerns, homosexuality, capital punishment, or nuclear war.
METAETHICS
“meta” = after or beyond
· Metaethics involves a removed, or bird’s eye view of the entire project of ethics. 
· Metaethics = the study of the origin and meaning of ethical concepts. 
· Least precisely defined area of moral philosophy when compared with other two ethics.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Covers issues from moral semantics to moral epistemology.
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