HIST 356 WEEK 2.2
THE CIVIL WAR ERA

The Industrial Revolution
As a result of industrialization, craftsmanship that had existed for hundreds if not thousands of years was becoming mechanized, in order to greatly increase the speed and efficiency of production
· Eli Whitney, replaceable parts and the cotton gin
· John Deere, steel plow
· Used to turnover soil quicker and more efficiently
· Cyrus McCormick, mechanical reaper
· Used to harvest crops quicker and more efficiently
· Waltham and Lowell Mills and the factory system

Cotton and Industrialization
· Cotton is the driving force of industrialization in England
· 1760s and 1770s
· Machines take over many of the tasks within textiles that had been previously performed by people
· Spinning jenny, flying shuttle, power loom, spinning mule, water frame
· The centre of textile production of the 17th C, East Anglia, is replaced in the 18th and 19th C by Lancashire
· The product and method of production of East Anglia was craft and wool
· Lancashire produced cotton through machines
· England also changed markets from Northern Europe (wool) to tropical and sub-tropical regions (cotton)
· By 1860, ¼ to 1/5 of the population of England was employed in cotton textile industry in some fashion; 1/10 of all British capital employed in cotton; nearly half of British exports consisted of cotton yarn and cloth
· Spin-off effects on iron, coal industries
· Coal was used to produce steam for machines to make textiles

The Economics of Sectionalism
· The cotton industry bifurcated the American economy
· South: All investments siphoned in land and slaves
· North: A need to diversify investment, attract capital and labor
· Manufacturing, urbanization, etc
· Slaves existed as a sunk cost, meaning that the labor of slaves was purchased outright in perpetuity
· Wage laborers existed as a variable cost, meaning that with changes in market demands and technology, labor could be purchased or laid off as the capitalist saw fit to generate maximum profits
· Half of all millionaires in the United States lived in Natchez, Mississippi
· Speaks to the power of the cotton industry

The Market Revolution
· In the first half of 19th C there is an increasing importance of market production
· Subsistence farming begins to fade out
· Cash economy and the capitalist system begins to take hold
· The market economy created the growth of banking sector
· A place for the wealthy to store their money
· A place for borrowing for investment
· Charles Sellers – Wrote a book called “The Market Revolution”

Labor in the North
· Labor as inherently connected to citizenship is a bourgeoning idea in the US at the time
· Over the course of the 19th century, laws are introduced that make it so laborers become freer
· White laborers in the North end up with more (but not an abundance) of rights by the end of the 19th C
· The gap between free laborers in the North and slaves in the South widens to an extreme during the 19th C

The Enemies of Free Labor
· Producerism vs. capitalism
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The labor theory of value (Producerism) 
· Male independence vs. female dependence
· Free labor vs. slavery
