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· Age range covered by YCJA is 12 to 17 at the time of the offence (till 18th birthday)
· Someone under the age of 12 cannot be charged
· Police encouraged to divert the case instead of laying a charge
· In certain situations, a young person can be sentenced as an adult i.e. sentence them to an adult sentence
· We don’t transfer young persons to adult court anymore 
· Youth crime has been on the decline for a long time 
· Less youth crime and less reliance on custody as a solution to youth crime 
· Vast majority of young people charged with offence end up being found guilty 

Case brief
· Summary of the case -> Style of cause (name, year it was decided, court it was decided in) -> History of case (appellant & respondent) -> facts (relevant facts only) -> Issues (legal questions to be answered) -> Decision (answer to the legal question) -> Reasoning 

Criminal Procedures
· Summary conviction offences – max penalty of $5000 fine and/or 2 years less a day jail (provincial reformatory) *more than 2 years serve term in federal prison 
· $1000 fine for young persons, $100 000 fine for corporations
· 12-month limitation period – cannot be convicted for summary offence if it has been more than 12 months since offence
· Indictable offences – more serious offences e.g. murder
· 5 years imprisonment or as specified under the offence
· no limitation periods 
· hybrid offence (Crown chooses whether to treat as a summary or indictable offence) – choice normally determined by sentence they are going after 

Mode of Trial 
· summary conviction offence always tried in provincial or territorial court
· indictable offences can be charged in provincial court or in superior court 
· choice between trial in superior court by judge alone or by judge and jury (very rare)
· preliminary enquiry – called by Crown, show that they have enough for a case
· can only have preliminary enquiry if looking at sentence of 14 years or more 

Court structure
· Every province has provincial court (judges appointed by provincial government) & superior court (judges appointed by federal government)
· Ontario Court of Justice (OCJ) and other provincial courts, deals with criminal cases including youth cases, vast majority of cases finish in provincial court 
· Superior Court of Justice (SCJ) – hears summary appeals from provincial court 
· Ontario Court of Appeal hears appeals for indictable offences 
· Leave to appeal is permission to appeal, everyone has automatic right to one level of appeal, need leave to appeal from court you are appealing to by showing them that it is important for precedent or miscarriage of justice 
· Split decision gives automatic right to appeal to the SCC

Compelling attendance
· How to make somebody go to court – arrest or summon to court 
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