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Citizenship and Multiculturalism
Communitarianism
Liberals wrongly see individuals as isolated atoms
Liberals wrongly think we can detach ourselves from current social practices
Liberal Reply to Communitarianism
We are not isolated atoms: our sense of ourselves comes from society
But we can question received views, even if we can’t question all of them at the same time

Citizenship
Common set of rights and duties
Civil, political, and economic rights
Civil – right to own property, believe in whichever religion you choose
Political – right to run for office, join the party you wish for
Economic -Right to public healthcare, education, employment insurance
Expansion of the class of citizens

Multiculturalism: 1
Cultural diversity of modern societies
Challenge the idea of the “normal” citizen
Normal citizen – able bodied heterosexual white male
Reject exclusion, assimilation, marginalization, and silencing
Exclusion: keeping minorities out
Assimilation: forcing compliance with majority norms and practices
Marginalization: forcing indigenous peoples onto reserves
Silencing: institutionalizing the disabled
Demand for a more inclusive understanding of citizenship
Recognize plurality of identities
Accommodate differences
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Marx on Money and Property 

Money Changes Everything
Money transforms human relations
Money is the “universal whore”
Money talk debases our language

The True Foundation of Private Property
“In actual history, it is a notorious fact that conquest, enslavement, robbery, murder, in short, force, play the greatest part” – Karl Marx, Capital, Vol. 1

The Problem of Distributive Justice
Who should get what?
What should be distributed
Money? Opportunities? Rights?

What are Property Rights
Owners of resources have (limited) rights to determine what to do with them
Objects, land, buildings, factories
Cluster of rights: possess (exclude others), use, sell, give away, destroy
What Justifies a System of Property Rights? Some Answers:
Promoting utility
Protecting natural rights
Securing freedom
Ensuring equality
Utilitarianism
Choose the distribution that maximizes well-being or utility
Impartiality: equal concern
Diminishing marginal utility: equality
Incentives: inequality
Robert Nozick’s Libertarianism
Basic rights include the right to private property
Entails free market capitalism with a minimal state
Forced redistribution is illegitimate
John Rawle’s Liberal Egalitarianism
Unrestricted free markets generate unacceptable inequalities
Commitment to freedom means equal freedoms for all
Redistribution can equalize freedoms
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