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The Romans came across a small tribe called the Griob -> Graeci(a) 
To Greeks, anyone else was a “Barbarian,” meaning someone who speaks a language they could not understand. They were also viewed as inferior and naturally, slaves to the Greeks. The Greek concept of slavery was based upon natural law (Greeks were masters and everyone else were slaves). The Greek physical conception of the world emphasized their superiority. The Mediterranean Sea means “middle of the world.” 
The Greeks came into Greece relatively late. Before 2100 B.C., there were already establishments. Mycenaeans left written tablets, which were written in a very archaic form of Greek. Indo-European language group contained German, Swedish, English, Romance Languages (French, Italian etc.), Indic languages (Indian etc.), Arabic languages, Christian Languages etc. 
Mycenaean civilization was spread out through much of the Greek peninsula and outlying islands. This civilization collapsed after 1200 B.C. 
The Greeks were not united until the Romans took over and created Roman provinces. The Romans saw themselves as the students of the Greeks. Athens was regarded as the cultural and artistic centre of the Greek world. Much of the focus on Greece went through Athens, especially with the Romans. Athens is a large cosmopolitism, wealthy international city; the rest of Greece was not like this. 
Other older colonies viewed the Greeks as peripheral savages. Writing developed by the Simerians and mathematics was developed by the Babylonians. 
The Greek civilization was incredibly unique; they took what they had learned from more established civilizations and developed their own ways from there.

There are five characteristics of a city:
A city has to have a certain size/population density
A city must have specializations, which are not related to agriculture 
A city must have public works (buildings which were owned by the community, not by a group/individual)
They must have a distinction of classes
There had to be some form of writing/record keeping
*Broad contacts (ex. Mesopotamia showed evidence of products of trade from far away)

Every city had its own deity. Cities developed surrounding the temple (much like the Egyptians), and so the deity would protect the city. The earliest true cities (those that conformed to the five characteristics), were fairly isolated and were often at war with their neighbours. The makeup of cities were similar, with the temple in the centre (produce and agriculture are kept here and redistributed) and neighbours facing inward (servants of God). The city was divided by walls, creating neighbourhoods. Around the city was a “harbor” where the merchants etc. (those who were not permitted in to the city) lived here. The military leaders sometimes ruled together with the priests (they would declare themselves King). 
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Minoans and Mycenaeans

Readings
	Greece in the Stone Ages
· Humans have lived in Greece for 40,000 years, since the Middle Paleolithic (Old Stone) Age
· During the Neolithic (New Stone) Age, agriculture began blooming and resulting in people finally being able to settle down. These Stone Age societies were egalitarian and no equality

Greece in the Early and Middle Bronze Ages (C. 3000-1600 BC)
· Following agriculture, the next big technological innovation was bronze which arrived in Greece around 3000 BC (it had already been to southeastern Europe and western Asia)
· Bronze tools and weapons were much more efficient than stone, bone and copper
· The discovery of bronze soon led to the discovery of gold around 2500 BC
· Around 3500 BC, there appeared cities with thousands of inhabitants, government, legal systems, science, etc. in the area of Mesopotamia 
· In Mesopotamia, the societies evolved around discrete politics in a single political unit, referred to as the city-state
· Within these villages, there was an elite ruling class as well as a head monarch
· It is believed that the Indo-Europeans and Greeks had merged together as one group and their culture/language were fused into a single Hellenic culture
· Minoans: believed to have first settled around 7000 BC by Neolithic farmers who most likely came from Anatolia and spoke a non-Indo-European language
· The earliest large room complex, called the Palace of Minos, was built around 1900BC at Cnossus.
· Crete soon became the land of small city kingdoms

Greece and the Aegean, Late Bronze Age (1600-1100BC)
· Mycenaeans (1600-1400BC): this Greek culture borrowed and adopted many elements from the Minoan culture, however, they did utilize their space differently. The Mycenaeans made large rectangular halls referred to as megaron’s, as opposed to the Minoans open courtyards. These buildings lacked the same architectural detail that the Minoans had, however, they replaced it with indoor plumbing and wall paintings instead. 
· Many wealth goods were found in the graves of men and women, which indicates the Mycenaeans were traders
· The kingdom of Plyos, “the palace of Nestor,” reached its peak around 1400 to 1200, and until 1939, it had been untouched since it was destroyed. The kingdom was large and extremely organized (split into provinces and then districts). The social structure of the kingdom began with the king at the top, followed by the lawagetas (leader of the army), military/administrative officers and then minor officials. The highest officials lived very luxorious lives; the majority of people who produced the wealth (farmers, artisans, labourers etc.) lived modestly. 
· Religion: both the Minoans and Mycenaeans honoured their gods with processions, music and dance, as well as gifts. Slaughtering of animals as sacrifice was common, however, the Minoans may have even participated in human sacrifices (only during a time of crisis). There were also some other differences between the two: the Minoans performed their rituals in caves whereas the Mycenaeans performed them in the palace-centre. 
· Beginning around 1200 BC, almost all the palace-centres and villages were attacked, destroyed or abandoned; most of these cities were never reoccupied after this. Even if some tried to recover, they were eventually attacked again. By 1100, the Mycenaean kingdoms no longer existed. 
· At the same time, the Hittite empire (Anatolia and Syria) also fell at the same time from invaders from the north. Egypt was also attacked several times. The fall of Troy also occurred around this time. 
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Crete (politically a part of Greece), not much was known about this civilization until the beginning of the 20th century. Minos kept a monster called the Minotaur; legend says that Athens was once dominated by the Minotaur, 50 men and women were sent to the labyrinth as sacrifices. One day Theseus volunteered to go, he took a ball of twine to keep track of a way out. Theseus killed the Minotaur with a sword.  In the 1900s, scholars decided to dig at the Crete site of Knossos; they ended up finding a very advanced and wealthy civilization. The pottery from Crete was extremely elegant. They even discovered writing (2 hieroglyph – pictures, 2 linear). Archeologists determined a number of periods of Minoan civilization. It was clear that from 2150 BC to 1550BC, Crete appeared to be a very wealthy and powerful civilization. It was a society that probably worshiped deities of the underworld. In Ancient Europe, there were 2 types of religions: one that was agriculturally based which located their Gods under the ground (Chtonic) and ones that were associated with the skies. The sky gods came in with the Indo-Europeans. The Cretans were great sailors and that their palaces were unfortified, which meant that their fleets were adequate enough to protect their fortresses. Although Cretan civilization was a predecessor of the ancient Greek civilization, there does not seem to be any similarities between the two. 

Mycenaean civilization was identified by Heinrich Schliemann. Around 1876, Schliemann began digging around Mycenaeic, a small town with many ruins. He found many ruins of a very advanced civilization, however, it was very different from Cretan and ancient Greek civilization. The Mycenaeans were divided into periods (see textbooks). It began around 2500 BC to 1200 BC; there was significant destruction around 2100BC in their civilizations that was followed by rebuilding. The sites remained viable until 1200 BC when there was clearly evidence of widespread destruction and the end of Mycenaean civilization. The earliest occupants of this site were not Greek speakers. Greek speakers came around 850 BC in large numbers. The general older theory has been the Mycenaean was settled and resettled from the North from people from the Balkans; this consisted mostly of the Greek speakers. The Mycenaean culture demonstrated technologies that did not appear to be available in earlier cultures. Most importantly, the horse, which was used for pulling wagons. Horses were not used for carrying people until the Middle Ages. Wheel pottery began with the emergence of the Greek speakers around 2100 BC. Also important was the megaron, it was a large one roomed hall; only the elite lived here. This type of long hall was something created by the Indo-Europeans. 
The Mycenaeans had two types of typings, the same linear ones from Crete. It has been translated and found to be a very ancient form of Greek. The Mycenaeans tended to be warriors who fought individually, and were successful. This society appears after 2000BC to be relatively wealthy, which is expected to have come from plunder. This is because there is no evidence of advanced agriculture and because of the Ahhiyawa (a form of Achaean), which is what the Mycenaeans called themselves. These Ahhiyawa always appeared as warriors. Although there was much wealth, from around 1600 BC that Mycenaeans became rich. They were mainly rich because of their warriors and trading. They sailed through the Mediterranean. Eastern and Southern Greece, showed many Mycenaean sites. Many seemed to be seasonal trading settlements, but also some that developed into permanent settlements. These sites were usually fortified, they appeared to be much more like medieval castles. Their people were structured under “Warrior kings.” Next were the nobles, then warriors (also nobles); beneath them were powerless peasantry who would bring their crops into the centre where it would then be distributed. Their redistributive economy was not found in another other Indo-Europeans civilizations. The Mycenaean idea of fortified villages becomes evident during the Classical Greek period. 

Men conceptualized their gods as immortal with powers. These gods were allowed to come down and mate with humans. The idea was that the Greek gods in their own image. 

The lliyad, describes a ten year war where the Greek princes attacked the city of Troy, destroyed it and scattered its inhabitants. There was much disruption throughout the Mycenaean world, during this period. Around 1200 BC there was widespread destruction of their sites. Only the periphery Mycenaean sites survived, but eventually became incredibly improvished. The invasion was spread through out the eastern Mediterranean (Egypt mentioned predators, although they were able to hold them off). Danaoi were part of the invasion forces. It does appear that by 1150BC, the core areas of Mycenaean powers had disappeared. Greece then entered the Dark Ages. 

The Greek peninsula could not hold an independently large population, as it did not have enough resources. Getting from island to island was very simple by boat; these areas could hold a significant population. Another limitation in the Greek’s development was the fact that there were no significant rivers. Most Greek rivers are seasonal. They relied on rainfall for their agriculture. Most Greek cities were built on the peninsula. Only in Attica (the peninsula of Athens) was the only area where Mycenaean civilization survived. The first to go was the redistributive economy; new cultural and technological elements were brought in (specifically the usage of iron). Iron was a precious and rare metal; this came into Greece with the new wave of invaders. During the Mycenaean period, the dead were buried in graves. With the Greeks, cremation became incredibly popular. Horse-riding also became popular, although it was still limited, and never used in war. By 1050BC, the only significant element of Mycenaean culture that survived was the potter’s wheel. The Greek term for a king was Basileus. 

The law did not exist, either did literacy. The linear tablets that were found were most likely created by a very small group of those who understood the “writing.” Justice was arbitration; if there was a conflict, the king/arbitrator would hear both sides and then make a decision. The Greeks had 3 recognized dialects: Aeolic, Ionic and Doric.
With the fall of the Mycenaean world, there was much migration to the east. Surviving elements had disintegrated and disappeared. Greece adapted new ideas and technologies. From 1100 to 800BC, a new civilization began. 

Key Words
Neolithic Age (7000-3000BC): also called the New Stone Age; final cultural evolution and technological development for prehistoric humans. During this time, humans began to raise crops, keep livestock, and were no longer dependent on fishing, hunting, gathering etc. 
Anatolia: also called Asia Minor and now Turkey; it is supposedly the origin of the Indo-European language
Ahhiyawa: The most important Bronze Age kingdom in western Anatolia during the latter part of the thirteenth century BC; ancient kingdom lying to the west of the Hittite empire. It is believed that the Ahhiyawa were either early ancestors of the Trojans or early Mycenaeans. 
Bronze Age: third phase in the development of material culture among the ancient peoples of Europe, Asia, and the Middle East, following the Paleolithic and Neolithic ages; when metal was first used (mostly copper and bronze) and invention of the wheel and ox-drawn plow
Cnossus: city in ancient Crete and principal centre of the tMinoans (where king Minos lived). It’s first inhabitants most likely came from Anatolia. Eventually, the Mycenaeans took control of Cnossus in the 15th century, they also replaced the Minoans “Linear A” with their “Linear B,” which is deemed to be an early prototype to the Greek alphabet. 
Crete: a highly developed and literate civilization created by the Minoans; first settlement during the Paleolithic Age; Cretan civilization is home of the legends of King Minos, Thesus and Minotaur. The Minoan eruption of Thera eventually destroyed the whole land. 
Cyclades: the earliest inhabitants were the Carians (from southwestern Anatolia); these islands were most well known for their white marble figures. 
Hittite empire: ancient Indo-European people who appeared in Anatolia and by 1340 BC they became one of the dominant powers of the Middle East.  
Indo-Europeans: family of languages spoken throughout Europe
Lerna: large town with stone walls and monumental buildings, it was eventually destroyed
Minoans: members of a non-Indo-European race who flourished in Crete during the Bronze Age; they were mainly based at Cnossus. This civilization greatly influenced the Mycenaeans. This was the first developed civilization in the Aegean area.  
Aegean: area around the Aegean Sea; consisted of Crete, Cyclades, other small islands and the Greek mainland.
Mycenaeans: members of a “war-like” Indo-European race who entered Greece from the north around 1900BC. Beginning in 1400BC, the Mycenaeans overthrew the Minoans and were then the dominant civilization in Aegean until they were eventually invaded. Their language is believed to be the most ancient form of Greek. 
Thera: modern Santorini; occupied before 2000BC; prosperous city with several thousand inhabitants. This island was later destroyed by a powerful volcanic eruption around 1628BC, which actually preserved it. 
Tholos: developed around 1500BC; noble families began to intern their dead in large tombs, much like a stone chamber, that was shaped like a beehive. 
Wanax: *see notes for social structure in Mycenaean*


Chapter 2 & 3
The Dark Ages

Readings
· This was a period of steep decline and slow recovery that lasted until the eighth century; following this would begin a new type of political city-state referred to as polis. This era was a time after the fall of the Mycenae yet before the birth of the city-state. 
· From 1100 to 900BC, there was no longer any elaborate redistributive system as there had been in the Bronze Age. Monumental buildings had been destroyed and much writing and art had been lost; bronze, gold and silver were very limited, as trade relationships had ended. In 1000BC, Greece had the lowest population it had every seen in thousands of years as its inhabitants relocated to other areas, as far as Palestine and Cyprus.
· However, some areas recuperated much faster than the others, and some were not touched at all. Areas along the Aegean Sea did not suffer long and some major cities (such as Athens), continued normally through the Dark Age. 
· There were some new inventions during this time; firstly, new techniques and small inventions revived a new superior type of pottery. As well, new shapes and designs emerged, which greatly influenced art and a glaze that coated pottery. This new style was referred to as Protogeometric, which is believed to have begun in Attica. 
· The discovery of smelting and working with iron greatly rose. Iron weapons and tools were much stronger than bronze. Although iron had been very popular before in the East, the Mycenaeans had never exploited its true potential. By 950, almost every weapon and tool that was found in graves was made of iron, not bronze. 
· Society: the old political system of a redistributive economy had been long gone, and in fact, most people had forgotten how it had worked. However, they did remember that they had always had a king/official of some kind. There are two types of evidence that show they still had some sort of official in these new villages: (1) Linear B tablets that often referred to a official called qa-si-re-u, this seems to have been a minor official (such as a mayor), this later translated to basileus in Greek form (means king); (2) Large structures referred to as “chieftains houses” 
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The Mycenaean city was either destroyed or abandoned around the main land, however, it did stay in some areas, but it changed (smaller, more restricted, poorer). When Greece emerged from the Dark Ages (when all civilizations disappeared), cities still exist, but they are very different from what they used to be. The Greek city was called polis. The emergence of the polis is hypothetical. In the early classical period (Archaic Period), a polis was a small town on a hill with little, but sufficient, land and resources to support its population. It was relatively small and its community was very close-knit (probably related kin, bound together for protection). Athens controlled about 1000 sq. miles and Sparta controlled 3000 sq. miles (largest area). Every polis had a fortified site (walled and defensive) and always ready to defend itself. All adult males were expected to serve in war, if necessary. Sparta was different than all other city-states; it consisted of 5 villages. 
Aristotle indicated the preferred characteristics of a polis: happiness of its citizens, size is the smallest possible for this to be achieved; community is tight-knit, exclusive (outsiders were not welcome) and anti-expansionist. 

The government was centered on the town, and often the name of the town named the geographical state. In some of the large states, there were certain local governments. There are certain characteristics of the polis and the state itself: public life was outside (ex. Meetings were held in an agora).

There were sharp distinctions between the life of a male and female; male activity is outside and female is inside. For the male, the community and his place (and family) were extremely important. It was a matter of pride for a male to be involved in politics or war. Individual males competed to excel within the community and the more successful one was, the more prominent they were in the community and respected. 

Aeolic and Ionic speakers had three tribes and the Dorics had four (they came later into the Greek world). Tribes formed the basis for the Athenian army. 

In social organization, family unit was the basis; it was not just the husband, wife and children, it included the extended family as well and their possessions (property, animals, slaves etc.). Land was held by the family and usually could not be sold, if the family dies out then the land is given to the clan. In marriage, the wife is lent to the ‘husband’ to procreate, and can be taken back by her own family later on. Citizenship was extremely guarded; only in exceptional circumstances will Greeks give citizenship to outsiders. 

Development and spread of alphabet
These scripts were only usable by a small number of people and were only usually used for keeping records, possibly for stories of Gods and perhaps medical texts. There were 2 types of scripts: hieroglyphic and syllabic. Hieroglyphic texts had little drawings, whereas syllabic texts used syllables and signs.  The idea of the alphabet is inherent in Egyptian script. The alphabet developed between Egyptian and Palestinian civilization. There have been examples of alphabetic scripts, which take ancient signs and use them for letters. The alphabet took over hieroglyphic signs and replaced them with letters. The Greek alphabet was probably developed by Greek merchants, somewhere in Asia Minor. Originally, the Greek script was written righ to left, then left to right, right to left (reversed back and forth) and then finally left to right. 

Development and spread of coinage
As cities grew, trade became necessary, not only to provide goods but also to supply food for the increasing population. Lydia was a trade hub. It is known that merchants in the 8th century were using lumps of precious metals for trade. The king of Lydia took a piece of these precious metals (electrum) and guaranteed the purity of the metals. This practice began to spread through Asia Minor, as it was extremely convenient. Most Greek and Palestinian cities began producing coinage that their own authority guaranteed. The use of coinage meant an increasingly amount of trade. 


Colonization 
The Greeks regarded Greek property as where a majority of Greeks lived. The Greeks had three colony types; the most important was the apoikia. Apoikia meant a home away from home, what we would refer to as a colony. With the collapse of the Mycenaean world, contact across the Eastern Mediterranean did not shut down, and so, the knowledge of the sea-lanes never died out. Many of the cities began to set up apoikia colonies in areas that were particularly interesting to them (areas where they could exploit resources or land). These apoikia were set out in areas where the cities regarded themselves of having strategic interest. To begin a colony, there would have to be a leader. Volunteers would then be sought, and if there were not sufficient amounts, individuals would be chosen to go (not just males, but families). These people were told never to come back and if they tried, they would be killed. However, when they established themselves as a colony, they would have to keep contact with the mother city. Most colonies were on the coast, only very few were inland. The colonists set up an exclusive Greek-speaking colony, and did not speak to the Natives. The only area where there seems to have been interaction with Natives where along the north shores of the Black Sea, they actually developed a hybrid civilization. This wave of colonization expanded the trade of goods throughout the Mediterranean immensely. The Western Mediterranean can be much rougher than the East. 

Key Words
Basileus: legitimate monarch (king); in the Dark Ages they were warrior-chiefs who ruled the villages. This type of hierarchy was later replaced during the Archaic Age by oligarchies of landed aristocrats
Cyprus: used to be settled by the Mycenaeans; it was ruled by Assyrians starting in 708 BC and then later by the Egyptians and Persians 
Dark Age: period of decline and slow recovery that lasted until the 8th century BC. 
Geometric Style (see beginning of notes)
Klēros: plot of land passed down through generations; if one did not have a kleros, he could not marry
Lefkandi: Mycenaean city on the island of Euboea that had a very wealthy and steady settlement; it was one of the few cities that revived itself after the Dark Ages
Oikos: household (not only the physical house but rather the family, land, livestock, slaves etc. 
Timē: ones value, respect and honour
Trojan War

Agora: “place of gathering”; usually located in the centre of the city, it was the best place for public affairs, business contacts and collect gossip
Archaic period: followed the Dark Age; population growth, more colonies/colonization, dispersed Greek goods, new forms of literary, artistic and intellectual expression. However, it also saw more wars and power conflicts
Bacchiads: Doric clan and the ruling family of ancient Corinth
Electrum: coins made up of an alloy of gold, silver and some copper and stamped with a symbol that indicated its weight and therefore its value
Ethnos: people and its territory without a polis, central government or political union; these towns would be separate and autonomous, yet had a strong sense of common identity  
Hoplite: soldiers that made up the polis army 
Kore: young maiden (types of art statues, usually naked)
Kouros: young male
Oligarchy: new type of government that was “ruled by a few men”; positions of authority could not be inherited and most people who held office did not do so for long (maybe a year) 
Polis: beginning from the 8th century on, it was the city-state with a self-governing party
Sappho: only known woman poet during the Archaic period 
Synoecism: process where a few separate communities form into one union or movement of people from different communities and creating a new settlement
Tyranny: control of the polis by one single man, often seen as the stage between oligarchy and democracy 
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Chapter 4- Sparta

The Dark Age and Archaic Period
· Laconia was the area surrounding Sparta; like most other cities, it lost much of its population following the Mycenaean period
· Sparta was often referred to as Lacedaemon during the antiquity
· Since Sparta was located inland, it had the difficulty of finding ways to grow resources and trading for its population; instead of creating colonies overseas as most others did, Sparta overtook Tara (southern Italy) and Laconia
· Helots referred to the inhabitants of Laconia (now hereditary subjects of Sparta). Periokikoi referred to the inhabitants of Laconia that surrounded Sparta. The helots were technically slaves, whereas the periokikoi were free
· During the 8th century BC, Sparta invaded Messina, in what became known as the “First Messenian War.” Some Messenians became periokikoi, but most became helots and began working for the Spartans. 
· The conquest of Laconia and Messina made Sparta one of the largest Greek states (over 30,000 sq. miles)
· It was also one of the richest states; its pottery and metal work were among the finest in Greece
· Around 669BC, the Messenians rebelled; eventually they lost and returned to their status as helots
· The Spartan regime was viewed as extremely totalitarian
· Technically, slaves were not treated as most other slaves in Greece were. They belonged to the state, not to individuals. Slaves were permitted to sell crops in the market to make extra money. However, to remind them that they were slaves, they were subjected to an annual beating and were obliged to wear a primitive and humiliating costume 
· Following an earthquake that devastated Sparta, the slaves revolted against them in a war that lasted 10 years. In the end, the Spartan’s agreed to let the helots leave as long as they never returned



Spartan Government
· The Spartan government consisted of monarchical, oligarchical and democratic elements
· The executive office two divided between two kings who served as the head of government; this was based on hereditary. They were equal and cooperative yet also competitive. One served as commander-in-chief of armed forces and the other took charge of domestic issues at home
· The kings shared functions with other members of the gerousia (the Council of Gerontes, or elders). This group consisted of 28 men, over the age of 60. Being elected into the gerousia was the highest honour one could achieve. They also served as a criminal court. Power laid predominately with the gerousia 
· Ephors were five selected candidates over the age of 35. They supervised the kings and represented the principle of law. They only served for one year and could not be re-elected
· The assembly was open to all men; it met once a month to discuss proposals made by the gerousia and voted either for or against it, they never debated it


The Peloponnesian League
· After the defeat of Argos in 546BC, Sparta became the most powerful state in all of Greece
· This “Peloponnesian League” was an alliance with all the states in Peloponnesus, except Argos and Achaea. The purpose of this league was for mutual protection. This League existed until the 360s BC, when Sparta was defeated by Thebes

Key Terms
Homoioi: what the Spartans referred to themselves as (peers or men of status)
Kleros: plot of farmland to support a family; pass on through the male lineage 
Krypteia: secret police designed to control the helots
Lacedaemon: another name for Sparta that was usually used during the antiquity
Messenia: southwestern district of the Peloponnese (*see Messenia Wars*)   
Syssition: dining group; men were often accepted into this when they reached adulthood, it was where they would eat with the men. Each member was obliged to bring a contribution

Chapter 5- The Growth of Athens and the Persia Wars

Athens from the Bronze Age to the Early Archaic Age
· Athens was an aristocratic government; during the 8th century, three civic officials were created called the archons (leaders). The first was the basileus, this administered the cults of the polis and judged lawsuits. The polemarch (war) commanded the army and judged disputes between non-citizens. The most prestigious office was the archon, who had the overall power over public affairs

Pisistratus and His Sons
· Pisistratus, a distant relative of Solon, successfully seized Acropolis and its government
· When its citizens finally began rebelling, Megacles (leader of the coastal party) ended up allying with Pisistratus, if he would marry his daughter, and in exchange Pisistratus would be reestablished in Athens. Eventually, Megacles teamed up with Pisistratus’ enemies and sent him into exile
· However, Pisistratus did try to help the economy. He offered land and loans to the needy and encouraged Athenian trade. 

The Rise of Persia
· The largest of all Ancient Near Eastern empires
· The Persians were Indo-European people who had settled in Iran. However, it was the Medes who built the first Iranian empire, along with the Babylonians who then overthrew the Assyrian empire
· It was under the power of Darius I that ensured Persia’s survival for almost 200 years. He created a canal linking the Nile and the Red Sea. This made Egypt more prosperous than it had ever been. Darius was also the first Persian king to mint his own silver and gold. Finally, Darius divided the empire into 20 satrapies (provinces), which were then governed by royal appointees

Wars between Greece and Persia
· In 499BC, the Ionian Greeks revolted as Darius began invading. The Greeks were unhappy with the Persian presence as taxes were raised and tyrants ruled. With the encouragement of Aristagoras, they attempted to invade mainland Greece, this plan failed. Because of this, Aristagoras eventually joined the revolted all throughout the Ionian cities.

Key Terms
[bookmark: ref39994]Alcmaeonids: powerful Athenian family who were descents of the legendary Alcmaeon
Cleisthenes: leader of the Alcmaeonids family 
Council of Five Hundred: 

Cylon: Olympic victor, who tried to become a tyrant of Athens, but was defeated
Draco: 

Gelon

Harmodious and Aristogiton

Hektemoroi

Hippias and Hipparchus

Marathon

Miltiades

Ostracism

[bookmark: _GoBack]Pisistratus
Salamis

Satrapies

Solon

Themistocles

Thermopylae

Trireme

Xerxes
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	The majority of the Greek city-states were small (around 200 cities in total). The population was between the hundreds and thousands. The majority of city-states (Athens, Sparta, Corinth, Thieves, Malytus (coast of Asia Minor), Rhodes Island, Cyracuse). However, most of Greek history, during the Classical period, Sparta and Athens are the only two that are most well known. Most of what is known about Sparta was from Athenians. Most of Greek history is focused on Athens (this changes after the Classical period). 
	Sparta, unlike most of the Greek polis, was not centered by a fortified city. The Spartans lived in un-walled villages. They were descended from the Dorians; they came to Greece around the 9th century BC. They had conquered the Greeks that were already there. Those who lived around their villages were then enslaved (helots). They had to work the land on behalf of their masters. The population living further away from the Spartans, were called the perioece. Since the Spartans restricted their communication with the outside world, they did not use regular currency. They had an iron currency. The perioece had their own currency, were the “trade outlets” between the Spartans and the outside world. There were two kings that represented two kins. 
By the end of the 7th century, Sparta was transformed into a “communist state.” The Spartans said that this new state was under the creation of Lycurgus (also a name of a wolf deity). Often, significant constitutional changes were under the power of one person (they enjoyed writing their constitution). The consequence of Lycurgus was very profound; the Spartan constitution kept the dual kingship, but they were now under the supervision of five ephors (one from each constituent village). They were elected every year but adult males. The kings were the military commanders. Every 9 years, the ephors would look to the sky, and if anything “troubling” occurred, this meant they could dispose of one or both of the kings. The gerousia (council of elders) consisted of Spartan citizens over 60 years old. There was also an assembly that consisted of all male citizens. The assembly elected the gerousia, the ephors, decided peace, war, foreign policy and any disputed concessions of the kinship. 
The Spartan males and females were a very small body, the slave and perioece population was much more. The males, over thirty, formed themselves into a military cast of equals. They did nothing but prepare military service (full-time soldiers). The state oversaw all aspects of life for the Spartans. In pursuit of its military, the Spartans had no “outside life,” as in no music, literature, art, etc. 
	The Spartan army was considered to be invincible, and very capable of beating a much larger force. 
	The Spartan state was viewed by other Greeks as a very elitist and conservative state with a strong army. The Athenians were constantly trying to get the helots to revolt. The development of democracy began in Athens (democratic Athens and conservative Sparta). 
	Athens fundamental unit is the family -> clan (genos)-> phratry -> tribes -> state (polis). Athens did not accept new citizens. Athens had a political assembly called the ecclesia; it was restricted only to land owners and one had to be a member of a clan. The offices of states were held by aristocrats. Until the 6th century, there was no written body of legislation which people could use to appeal. The nobility exercised all real power (political, legal, military, economic). In the mid 6th century, the major offices of state were elected rather than just filled by the ecclesia, there were now elections. By the end of the 7th century, there were three sets of high officials: (1) basileus – king who was the connection between the state and their god, he was an elected official, (2) 3 archons – primarily commanded the military forces and (3) 6 thesmothetais. None of these positions were paid. 
	The population of Athens was increasing because of the high birth rate and the rise of immigrants (they had no citizen status).  
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