
Note: Dr. Howard expects examples directly from the films watched in class for each of the answers on the midterm and exam. 

March 01, 2011 

Movie: Capital punishment
Execution: “The Texas Killing Machine”

· Working in factory 
· People screaming/making noise @ all times
· “humane” → treatment for inmates 
· teenagers on death row
· laws changing to lessen time allowed for appeals 
· Some prisoners give up & just look for quick exit - 
· 8 month quickest exec. → accepted death will come 
· Prisoner sees execution as easier than living with the guilt. 
· Prisoner suicide attempt; “fortunately in good condition” → to die. 
· Victim family went to see executed man. 
· Sparky the electric chair
· People put away their differences in death row; the violence still exists.
· flawed legal system → how can we have so final a punishment when the legal system is not foolproof?
· Victims’ families want “guilty” person to suffer
· should look at the root of the problem not symptoms. 
March 04, 2011 

Movie: Violence in the Workplace (HBO)



“Murder 9-5”

1-

· Employee self-tape: gun to kill supervisor and wants to ideally kill ‘everybody’ 
· Homicidal rage & gun for suicide after.
· Never made it, used guns at McDonalds. 
2-

· Man killed someone after having been romantically turned down. 
· Death row 
· intention was not to hurt her. “brought on” 
· She rejected harshly - he stalked her. Wanted to teach a lesson 
· in ~ 3/month workplace multiple homicide
3-

· Woman shot supervisor after being fired. (she was a counsellor/in child services)
· Felt that management was not treating her right, fired for lack of respect for authority. No more meds (health) Realized state of mind was deteriorating. Denied for worker’s comp, felt out of options and blames self for state of things. Trained self with gun (premeditated), feels her anger & need for suicide was projected on supervisor, wished she had killed herself. 
4-

· Young mother - post office; shot by coworker → felt he deserved her job; had hired a P.I. to stalk her. Had written to employers & they did not see seriously enough. 
· Straight forward made killing threat to boss. Fired. Coworkers knew to keep out. Committed suicide. Felt complaints weren’t taken seriously enough.  
· Signs should not be ignored. Threats/anger, sullen, blaming, intimidation, fear with violence, argumentative, social withdrawal, fixation on coworker, combo of: depression and paranoia. 
March 11, 2011 

Movie: Nazi Germany & the Holocaust



“The Last Days”

· Hungarian Jews integrated in community. 
· Heard news of Nazis in Poland & dreaded -
· child-killing & mass shooting
· Hungarian Nazi group; loss of jobs by Jewish people
· progressive; laws made, etc. 
· betrayed by ‘friends & neighbors’
· Work camps 
· 25kg packing - bathing suit memories
· made to leave home 
· Auschwitz - shower 
· Constantly hunted; she did not know who to trust
· 60-70 people in 3 bedroom apartments 
· that’s when they “Stopped talking to God”
· Number on flesh and clothing
· Experiments; eye color change/sterilize women
· impact of bodies thrown in a pit and burned
· 100 inmates killed as an example after some committed suicide on the electric fence
· 24hr crematorium
· kids - let friend die or all of them die
· Detach by not knowing name
· Revenge - when released from camps & Germans captured, they were given over to the Jews.
· Looking for relatives after
· sister experimented on - ask doctor if she’s still alive
· need for finality of death - to know it’s real - seek out relatives’ records.
· had to have ceremonies even if they didn’t know for sure where/when/how they died
· desire to reconnect with hometowns, but not for more than a visit
· Desire not to have future generations forget; visiting concentration camps, burial grounds, etc.
· Feel a duty to educate & prevent it from happening in the future
· Desire to express experiences - way of not forgetting 
· Blame men, not God, but believe in God
· Man doesn’t understand, cannot accept there is a God
· Cannot ignore; must acknowledge. 
March 29, 2011

Movie: Euthanasia 


“The Dutch Experience”

· Cancer patients: feels immense suffering; “suffering for nothing”; sees himself as an animal
· fear for unknown → feels it is a waste of energy 
· release to focus on cancer fighting & life enjoyment. 
· Most doctors will submit request for euthanasia (Holland) 
· Allows patients control over their deaths & control over how they spend there time left living. 
· loved ones: relief that suffering is over. 
· Death by Euthanasia allowed ppl to die in an accepting, calm way; allows family to accept the death better too because the dying person chooses when to let go of life. 
· How much suffering before euthanasia accepted? → AIDS
· One AIDS patient wants to be euthanized to escape the pain, right away. 
· Where to draw the line → how much suffering/inability to function normally 
· no chance of recovery; unable to function (bed ridden)
· a matter of the patient’s wishes. 
· Psychiatrist with blood clots in brain “losing mind”
· losing independence; ability to function “normally”
· able to remember what he could do (e.g. dial the phone)
· Not only physical suffering, but also mental suffering. 
· Patients suffering mentally because they are forced to be dependent 
· Gradually more acceptance of mental suffering as reason for euthanasia. 
· Must understand that it is not black & white; have to look at level of suffering on an individual level → not comparison b/w others → because individual experience of suffering differs. 
April 1st, 2010 (Euthanasia ... continued)
· American girl helped by doctor → therapy 
· no real improvement; relapsing & hospitalization 
· not good quality of life 
· she desires death 
· Baby with permanent body deformities; quality of life; was let die. 
· Down Syndrome; cannot tell at what level retardation will be; parents faced with euthanasia decision
· did not operate baby died
· mental retardation vs. physical handicap
· if medical interference is necessary for child to live & will not be independent → less good to keep alive than if baby could survive with proper parental care. 
April 5th, 2011

Movie: Suicide Notes and what people leave behind

· Anxiety Disorder ENCORE (men who were over-achievers and became depressed not being able to attain their own high expectations and “unattainable” goals)
· Remember: Stages of suicide from slides and what suicide letter often include. 
1- Educated man named Carmine; depressed dentist (1989)

· Las Vegas; shot himself in the head
· Says girlfriend deserves someone more
2- Jem -wanted to “see things & admiration”

· married rich
· husband wants to help wife get past it
· Suicide; gave up on trying to be successful (considered herself a failure)
· last statements of love & where body is
3-Alex; real estate - IRS investigation; lack of $

· shot self for giving family $ “business decision”
· directions to use $ to fight IRS
· wife was left with the work to fix & left alone
4- Nick; alcoholic; 34 gun suicide 

· married - feels he doesn’t know why, who he was 
· time is up; too much pain
· love to wife
· divinity was a way of coping
· high self standards & felt he was a failure
· strong believer in reincarnation - saw death as not final; would see wife again
· included reassuring words for his wife not to be completely lost. 
5- Frank; scientist with a wife & kids; beach; 15 notes for friends & family
· guilt of evil deeds “evil incarnate” 
· mood “episodes” → depression. 
· recipients confused 
· very self-centered & obsessive in hobbies/work
· career failures started downward spiral - couldn’t cope without wife
· believed he was sick (AIDS) → hypochondriac. 
6- 

· poisoned self
· blames self for everything and a bit “crazy”
· felt out of options for how to escape - aspects of life → many confused statements
· self-criticism and self-hate shown in notes
· cared & felt bad for loved ones
· burial wishes → cheap, no fuss, etc. 
· life & loved ones “too good for him”
Middle-aged men: most suicides.
Organ Donation Awareness Month Movie (APRIL)
· interviewed organ donors’ families & recipient
· families feel that it helped them cope to know loved one gave life to others
· After brain death is declared. 
· Suspended animation while waiting for organ 
· Allowed woman to feel part of society again
· Done with a man who could financially contribute to family
· not to donate = multiple deaths; seems a waste.  

