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Provide short answers (1 or 2 sentences) to the following questions. (Note: the TA will stop reading/marking your answers after 2 sentences)

Question 1. 
	
The six human-caused sources of bird mortality mentioned in this paper included collisions with man-made structures (such as windows and buildings), vehicles, pesticide poisoning, predation by domestic cats, and communication towers. However, the biggest threat to bird populations currently is the predation by feral, stray, and owned cats (i.e. 388 birds are killed in Australia every second).




Question 2.
	
The methods used by the authors to conduct this study include literature search, the classification of cat ranging behaviours (i.e. owned cats versus un-owned cats), including study inclusion criteria (i.e. studies were only included if they clearly could describe whether cats were outdoor or indoor and if the group of cats being investigated were exclusively one of the two groups listed previously), data extraction and standardization of predation rates, quantification of annual mortality rates from cat predation, and finally sensitivity analyses (i.e. linear regression analysis from the data that was collected).




Question 3.
	
According to this study, in the United States alone, every second cats kill 23,402 mammals and 4,556 birds. On a yearly basis in the United States, cat predation kills 1.3-4.0 billion birds and 6.3-22.3 billion mammals annually. 




Question 4.
	

Most of the recorded bird and mammal deaths that are caused by cat predation are the results of un-owned cats, with approximately 69% of bird mortalities found to be due to either feral or stray cats being the main source of predation. Overall, the predation estimates for un-owned cats were principally higher due to the predation rates being approximately three times greater than the rates found for owned cats. 




[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 5.
	The magnitude of this study on cat predation is linked to the cause of population declines in all bird species due to the predation of un-owned cats, as the core focus is on how free-ranging domestic cats have been introduced globally and are contributing to wildlife extinctions. The impacts of cats on birds are assessed by taking the number of unsupervised outside cats and multiplying it by the number of birds killed by cats per year, to get an estimated number of the birds that are killed by cats each year; further studies need to be conducted on which species of birds are primarily being targeted by cats, but the research from this study looks at cats as a whole and not individual species.
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