Imperial Christianity

Constantine rules from 306-337 CE as emperor
( in 312 CE, night before the battle of milmian bridge, Constantine dreams he’s carrying a flag into this battle, and here’s a voice from that says “conquer in this sign” so he does, and he wins (believes voice was that of God, who he didn’t even believe in)
( that sign (flag) that he carried into battle was called the Labarum or Chi-Rho

- the following year, Constantine passes Edict of Milan (freedom of religions notion, act) 
( for the first time in several years, it’s legal to be Christians (they don’t have to hid their bibles, etc…) 
( Edict of Milan also brings stability across Roman empire; Christianity eventually becomes official religion of Roman Empire 
( also creates combination of church and state 
( at first, Christianity wasn’t necessarily widely followed, but it was widely spread; so therefore Constantine chose Christianity so it seems that no one area or region got favored, therefore prolonging life of empire by choosing religion that can bond together empire geographically 

- after Christianity becomes Imperial religion and therefore gains emperor, there are no longer any long arguments, the emperor (Constantine) simply picks what’s right


Debatus and Creeds:
- Arius, from Alexandria: 
(believed Jesus was not eternal but created; believed Jesus was homoi-ousion (similar substance to God) 

- Athanasius, from Alexandria:
( disagreed with Arius
( believed in co-eternity between God the Father and Jesus the Son
( believed Jesus was homo-ousion (same status as God) 


- Nicea - idea of Trinity: that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are equal
( this answers the question between Arius and Athanasius 

After Nicea:
( logical argument to idea of Trinity: if Jesus is God, then what is Mary? (is she the mother of God) 

( Bishop of Alexandria: Mary was the “Mother of God”; Theotokos = bearer of God; 

- Bishop of Constantinople: Mary was the “Mother of Christ”; Christotokos = bearer of Christ 
- Theotokos wins debate; that Mary was mother of God
- leads to the theological development of the Immaculate Conception in 1854: if Jesus was born of a virgin therefore of no sin, then so was Mary (she too was also born without conception); this refers to birth of Mary 

- Nestorius: argues that Christ had two natures in him (human and divine) and only the human part of his nature was born in human fashion
( trying to stay on the side of previous conclusions; that Jesus was preexistent (so he’s saying the spirit part was preexistent, born part was human)
- Monophysities: argues that human was entirely consumed by divine nature of Jesus

- Council of Chalcedon of 451: Jesus was one person (the mono) but with both human and divine natures in him (compromise between Nestorius and Monophysities) 
( high point of compromise in Roman/Christian Empire

Fall of Rome:
- Rome falls in 476 CE; Roman empires declared dead
( fall of Rome will come the immediate rise and power of Church (the Church of Rome will gain real, unmitigated political power) 
( rise of Holy Roman Emperor 
( an act against the church, all of a sudden becomes act against state 
( Church/Roman expands north and westward into Western Europe (increases Rome’s political power that extends into Western Europe; Rome’s wealth continues to grow)
( with increasing wealth and power, Rome believes comes increasing influence and authority over Bishops 
( Rome starts thinking that Constantinople should follow them, and pay them money 

Crusades:

- 1095 CE: first of many Crusades
- 1099: Crusaders win back Jerusalem
( they’ll lose it again in 1187 to Muslims; will change hands several more times in the 1200s

( every crusade after that lacked legitimacy (EX: looting of Constantinople) 

East-West Split:

- catholic = “universal”
( when Rome starts exercising increasing power, then split happens in 1054 CE (official split of Bishop of Constantinople from Bishop of Rome)
( bishop of Rome = the Pope

Eastern Orthodoxy:
- most traditional theologically of Christian groups; don’t find immaculate conception, filaloque solution (previous slide) 
- stops with the innovations and stops developing around 5th century, while Catholicism has continued developing ideologies 
- sees that Western church is becoming wealthy so Eastern Orthodoxy begins process of also running missions (into Eastern Europe and Russia)
( mission led by Cyril; therefore Cyrillic language developed as a result of Eastern Europe and Russia mission

- Eastern Orthodox theological debate: Iconoclasts (someone who breaks Icon) vs. Iconodules (those who argued that Icons had a place in Church)
( should Christians use paintings as worship tool? 
( Iconodules win debate (they say they’re not worshiping them, just using them as a worship tool) 

Further Division:
- massive social change coming from a number of different directions in Europe
( Literacy: only elites can read
( Growth of vernacular languages: French, German, and English are developing now in Eastern Europe; Latin is going away therefore new generation can’t read their bible and can’t understand their worship service 
( Printing press (1456): not since the invention of the printing press that has had as radical social ramifications; resulted in radical social change akin to internet of today; social revolution; information can travel much faster, ideas get around more quickly; first thing that is printed on printing press is bible; not legal at this point to own or translate bible 
( Urbanization: most of the people and therefore power is found in cities; so people are living closer together so things like news travels much faster

Martin Luther (1483-1546 CE):
- Corruption in Rome
( Exploitation of Northern European churches
( Indulgences (if you gave money to church, then you would knock 100 years off your Perogitory (not heaven, or hell, but somewhere in the middle)

- 95 Theses of Luther (1517 CE)
( direct challenge and refutation of many Catholic and Church ideas; gives his theses to Church in Wittenburg 
( word of 95 theses becomes spread rapidly

Diet of Worms:
- Luther gets support of many powerful people in Germany; they see potential political independence of Germany from Rome
- Charges: Luther is charged politically (political subversion) and religiously (excommunication) 
- excommunication: placing one outside the community of believers (they are no longer Catholic; basically to condemn them hell; but more so, this is encouraging them to change their views and come back to the Church) 
- Luther’s political subversion is called a Diet, in a place called Worms 

- Luther’s radical ideas:
( he was criticizing Catholic Church even though he was a Catholic; he argued that his own Church was moving away from its scripture, its bible 
( Jewish Karaites, Christian Lutherans, and Muslim Wahhabis are similar oppositions; similar to sola scripture that anything not found in scripture is not legitimate

Effect of Luther’s Protest:

- Protestant Reformation: based on the rejection of the Pope’s authority over them; rejection of the idea that a single person can impose upon you a scripture; individual should be only source of authority

- Local authority = multiple splintering (check slides) 

- Council of Trent – 1545-63 (aka the Counter Reformation)
( they get rid of indulgences (but Luther remains excommunicated)
( reduces tax burden 
( try to reach out to protestants, but too little too late for reconciliation 

Anglicanism:
- King Henry VIII (King of England)
( wants to divorce wife, not allowed so sets up his own church (Church of England) 
- Episcopalians (this is what Anglicans are known by in the US) 

Modern Catholicism:

- Vatican II was a series of readings over 3 years in which the catholic church revisited some of its practices (1962-650
( decided to allow modern music to occur in a catholic mass, decided to allow the use of vernacular, local languages; made ecumenical movement 
( Vatican II recognized for the first time that protestants are Christian too (Christian identity could be more broad than Catholic identity)
( also decided that Jews are okay as Jews, and Muslims are okay as Muslims; they were never as right as Christians or Catholics within that, but they were recognized and accepted as other religions 
( modernization of some Catholic practices, not others 
( another one of the changes that came from Vatican II was that the Priest will now face the people rather than the alter

- group of Catholics that strong disapproved to post Vatican II Catholicism: traditionalists (not a split, only a few of em) 


Future of Christianity:

- Secularism: Catholic Church no longer has absolute control over society; has now become unfashionable to be openly Christian 
- Shrinking clergy and church attendance: fewer and fewer men are going into the priesthood of Catholicism, not just church membership that is decreasing but also leaders; this is only in the West however, other places in the world are still doing well (Africa, etc…) 
- Rise of Fundamentalism (reactionary): a protestant term; the belief that what we have in Genesis is exactly what happened; doing very well, saying they’re what is needed to keep Christianity alive
- Inevitability of change: debate about change; how much change is okay? African churches are saying “not this much change,” North American churches are saying “a whole lot of change” 
( is there something that Christianity needs to do to stay relevant?
