Two types of philosophical issues in healthcare

Conceptual Issues
Health: absence of disease

WHO definition: health is a state of complete social and physical well being and not merely the absence of disease and illness

Ethical Issues

Dont take advantage of pt.
· Don’t persuade them to have a procedure that they don’t need


Scientifically based medicine: connection bt science and medicine, before science appeared in medicine it didn’t work very well, knowledge of chemistry and biology is what made medicine work

Ethical issue: genetic engineering→ genetic enhancement to get favourable traits in children
· Can be useful but can raise ethical issues

Euthanasia- 

Lots of ethical issues arise bt science and medicine

Ethical right to health care? The right to health care; People who can afford it vs people who can’t
Medical resources are scarce→ need to figure out how to divide up these resources, how much you spend on prevention of disease versus treating illness/disease, medical research, decisions about how to divide up health care resources so it treats everybody fairly
FAIRNESS
· This could not have risen earlier in history bc they didn’t have these things


Can family members (who are health care providers) get their family member to the head of the cue

NEW ATTITUDES TOWARDS PATIENTS- HUMAN RIGHTS, PATIENT RIGHTS
· Traditionally the doctor would be in charge of the treatment, decisions made my doctor, pt has no say
· New days: informed consent, pt would be fully informed of all medical options decision made by pt, doctor can provide information and advice

NEW ATTITUDES TOWARD PATIENTS
· Paternalism: treat someone without their informed consent, for their best interest
· Paternalistic view has been replaced by informed consent
· Good change but may raise issues

Discrimination- wasn’t considered wrong 75 years ago, now there are standards

Human rights- people have rights of being human

Conditions of valid consent
Pt has to be competent to consent→ this has to be decided
Should HC workers always tell the truth→ lie?withhold info?

In history there was no ethical standards so these issues never arose.

Rules can’t anticipate every ethical situation

HC doesnt agree that ethics is subjective

Ethics is a central part of medicine and HC

HC professionals need a background in ethics, need the ability to see that  there’s an ethical issue




