Although freshwater turtle communities ar‑e not as diverse as fish communities, some turtles can reach biomasses comparable to, or greater than, those attained by fishes (Iverson 1982, Congdon et al. 1986). Freshwater turtles therefore have the potential to play an important role as consumers in freshwater ecosystems. The recent emphasis on the importance of the benthic energy pathway stresses the need to adopt a wholeecosystem perspective of lakes (Schindler and Scheuerell 2002, Vander Zanden and Vadeboncoeur 2002). Thus, traditionally overlooked consumers such as aquatic turtles should be studied in an ecosystem context. Quantifying the energy sources of aquatic turtles and their interaction with invasive species that change food web structure will provide important insights into the role turtles play in lake ecosystems. Northern map turtles (Graptemys geographica LeSueur) are widespread in central and eastern North America and their range broadly overlaps the current range of invasive zebra mussels and quagga mussels (Dreissena bugensis Andrusov). Northern map turtles are primarily molluscivorous, but also consume other invertebrates (Vogt 1981, Lindeman 2006).
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