
The method and stages of doubt in Meditation One.

The method:
Descartes’ method of doubt:
Extreme, exaggerated or hyperbolic doubt
Doubt everything.
Treat the doubtful as false.
If anything is left, that will be the indubitable foundation for the New Science.
It will be impervious to attack from all sceptics, including the Sceptical Inquisitors.


The stage:
Sensation: Empirical knowledge gained under adverse conditions of perception
Survivor: Propositions such as “I am here now doing such and such.”
The Dream Problem
Survivor: Arithmetic and Geometry: The sciences of extension (being spread out in space)
The Evil Deceiver (Genius) Problem
Survivor: ?
The Sense
Principle source or foundation of all his ideas: sensation.
It is common sense that we learn about the world by using our five senses: we look, we listen, we touch, we smell, we taste, and in doing so we find out about the world around us.
So the first set or class of ideas Descartes will examine are those ideas that come from the senses: sensations.
Descartes notices right away that the senses do sometimes deceive us or provide us with false information, especially under what we might call adverse conditions of perception.
For example: when it comes to very small and distant things.
The sun looks like a very small glowing ball. A very small object may look smooth but under magnification it looks rough.
A straight object, like an oar or a pencil, placed in the water looks bent, and so on.

