		
Assignment 1 - “What is heritage value?”

Pioneer Burying Ground – Eagle Street, Newmarket, Ontario

Designated for its historical significance by the Town of Newmarket (municipal) under By-law 2003-56.

The Pioneer Burying Ground has historic, commemorative and spiritual values:
Established around 1820, the Pioneer Burying Ground, also known as the Eagle Street Cemetery or the St. Paul’s Anglican Church Cemetery, was originally intended Elisha Beman’s family, an early town founder. The cemetery remained private until 1863, when John Boulton of Toronto, a political figure in Upper Canada, passed the ownership to the head of the clergy at St. Paul’s Church for $1.00. Despite its association with the church, the cemetery was open to all faiths and denominations. Its use continued for the next 60 years, housing the remains of over 120 prominent pioneers, including the town founder William Roe, and fallen soldiers from the Battle of the Plains of Abraham, the War of 1812, and the fall of British Detroit. After 1869, when the Newmarket Cemetery opened, many burials originally done in the Pioneer Burying Ground were moved to the Newmarket Cemetery. The Pioneer Burying Ground reached full capacity in 1932, when it’s final burial was performed. In 1947, the property was renewed, as it had overgrown with greenery, and tombstones had fallen due to lack of upkeep. These tombstones were placed in two cement cairns, with a concrete Celtic cross erected between them. The Pioneer Burying Ground has an atmosphere similar to a park, with fencing on all four sides and multiple pathways. In 1979, a plaque acknowledging the historic significance of the cemetery was added. (CRHP-SOS)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Comment: I like how this layout is different than most cemeteries I have visited. I also found it interesting that although the cemetery is associated with St. Paul’s Church, it is not restricted to a specific faith.
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