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PHI 1101 C
Reasoning and Critical Thinking (Fall, 2019)
Monday, 1:00 PM - 2:20 PM; Wednesday, 11:30 AM – 12:50 PM; MRT 212
Instructor: Professor Laura Byrne

Office: Desmarais 8118
Office hours: Mondays, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM; Tuesdays, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM. 
E-mail: lbyrne@uottawa.ca
Teaching Assistant(s): TBA

Course Description: The goal of this course is the development of critical thinking skills and their application to the analysis of a philosophical text. Topics to be studied include definitions, reconstructing and evaluating arguments, and fallacies. 

Workload and Evaluation: There will be two tests (see the Course Schedule below for dates), and a final examination. One test is worth 25% of the final grade; the other is worth 35%. The higher percentage will be assigned to each student’s higher test grade. The final examination is worth 40%. Under no circumstances will other graded work be assigned. For example, the professor cannot arrange an alternative test or examination for a student who is dissatisfied with a grade. 
 A Make-up Test will be held in class (see the Course Schedule below for the date). Only students who have missed a test because of illness or other exceptional reasons, such as a family emergency, may write the Make-up Test. Reasons such as travel, work, over sleeping, desiring a higher grade, missing a deadline with Access Service, or an error in reading the schedule are not acceptable. A doctor’s note or other suitable documentation must be provided (hard copy only). Students who write a test or examination cannot later cite illness or other reasons to re-write the test, write the Make-up Test or request another graded assignment. The same considerations apply to deferred examinations or to tests rescheduled because of unforeseen events such as inclement weather or illness on the part of the professor. 
Students themselves are solely responsible for meeting all conditions and deadlines set by Access Service.

The Make-up Test will cover all of the material covered by Test One and Test Two. Regardless of which test a student has missed, the Make-Up Test covers the material of Tests One and Two. Like tests one and two, it is graded out of 50 and written in class time. Please note that all students must write two tests in total: Students who write the Make-up Test because they were absent from one test must still write the other remaining test. For example, if you miss Test One and write the Make-up Test as a result, you still must also write Test Two. Students who are not writing the Make-up Test will be excused from class that day.  

If you have any questions about the grading of your work by the teaching assistant, you must speak to the teaching assistant first. If you are not satisfied with the response you receive, you may appeal the matter to me by briefly submitting your views in writing along with your work. I will review your work and make sure that it receives the proper grade. See the Course Schedule below for the deadlines for submitting a written request to the professor to review a test.
Class Attendance:  All students are expected to attend class unless they are ill or experiencing other difficulties such as a family emergency. Students who are absent from class are solely responsible for the consequences of their absence. Students who are absent from class are responsible for catching up by consulting the material posted on Brightspace, borrowing notes from other students, and so on.  
In Class: Philosophy is an activity as well as a subject matter. Discussion is philosophy’s laboratory. Consequently, questions and discussion are encouraged. Students should listen attentively to one another’s questions and remarks. Uncivil, intolerant, or disrespectful behaviour and speech will not be tolerated. 
Students are asked not to chat with one another while the class is in progress or engage in other activities that disturb the class. Cell phones should be switched to off or vibrate. Students should not use electronic devices to view material that is not related to the lecture as this is very distracting for other students. These rules are meant to ensure a classroom atmosphere that is conducive to learning. Students who choose not to follow them may be asked to provide the professor with their name and student number and change seats permanently or leave the classroom for the rest of class that day.

Arriving late, packing up early, and leaving class early are very disruptive. Students who must arrive late or leave early should enter or exit very quietly and sit near an exit. Students who must arrive late or leave early are asked to inform the professor in advance. Packing up early is not acceptable.
Brightspace Postings: Students experiencing difficulties with postings on Brightspace should request assistance by using the support form link. 
Students are responsible for resolving difficulties with their computers and Brightspace. Under no circumstances will the professor make Brightspace materials available to students via e-mail or any other means other than Brightspace.

E-mail: The professor can answer brief, administrative questions by e-mail. Please include your full name and student number in your e-mail message. Questions about the tests and the final examination or course content must be addressed to the professor in person.  

All e-mail correspondence from the University of Ottawa is sent to students via their official university e-mail. It is the students’ responsibility to check their university e-mail account on a regular basis. The professor will only open e-mail sent from a University of Ottawa e-mail account.  
E-mail tips and best practices: Include a clear and specific subject line. Put your best foot forward using a tone and style suitable for academic correspondence. Make sure that your message is grammatically correct and free of spelling errors. Be familiar with the course e-mail policy.
Test Return and Grades: Graded tests will be returned in class. Students who are not in class that day may pick up their graded tests during the professor’s office hours. 
Test return is a class activity. All students are expected to attend class unless they are ill or experiencing other difficulties such as a family emergency. Students who are absent on test return day may pick up tests during the professor’s office hours. Tests will be returned outside of the professor’s office hours only to students who were absent on test return day because of illness or other exceptional reasons and can provide a doctor’s note or other suitable documentation (hard copy only). 
Grades are not reported on Brightspace. Grades cannot be reported via e-mail.

Plagiarism and Academic Fraud: Students should familiarize themselves with the university’s regulations regarding plagiarism and academic fraud by consulting the Academic Regulations page (http://www.uottawa.ca/about/policies-and regulations/academic-regulations#r72).

Texts (Available at the University Bookstore)

1. Required: William Hughes and Jonathan Lavery, Critical Thinking: An Introduction to the Basic Skills: Concise Edition. (Peterborough, Ontario: Broadview Press, 2016). (This text is referred to below as “CT”.)

2. Required: Plato, Republic, trans. G. M. A. Grube, rev. C. D. C. Reeve. (Indianapolis, Indiana: Hackett Publishing Company, 1992). (This text is referred to below as “Rep.”, and is cited by book number and Stephanus page number. The Stephanus page numbers appear in the margins of your text.)

Additional Materials: Posted on Brightspace: Additional Concepts; Study Questions
Course Schedule

	Week
	 Important Dates

	Week 1: September 4-6
	Wednesday, September 4: Classes Begin

	Week 2: September 9-13
	

	Week 3: September 16-20
	

	Week 4: September 23-27
	

	Week 5: Sept. 30 – Oct. 4
	Test ONE: Monday, September 30, in class

	Week 6: October 7-11
	

	Week 7: October 14-18
	Monday, Oct. 14: Thanksgiving: Classes cancelled; Professor and TA will not be holding office hours
Reading Week: Classes cancelled; Professor and TA will not be holding office hours

	Week 8: October 21-25
	

	Week 9: October 28-November 1

	

	Week 10: November 4-8
	Test TWO: Monday, November 4, in class
Last day to submit a written request to the professor to review Test One.

	Week 11: November 11-15
	

	Week 12: November 18-22
	

	Week 13: November 25-November 29
	Make-up Test: Monday, November 25, in class

	Week 14: December 2-3
	Tuesday, December 3: Classes End
Note: All requests for grade reviews of Test Two and the Make-up Test must be submitted to the professor no later than the last day of the professor’s examination period office hours (TBA). 


Reading List
	Unit One: Basic Concepts of Critical Thinking
	· CT, Chpt. 1

· Additional Concepts 

	Unit Two: Building on the Basic Concepts of Critical Thinking
	· CT,  Chpt 1

· Additional Concepts 
· Rep. Bk. I: Focus: Rep. Bk. I 327a-332c (Cephalus and Polemarchus)

	Unit Three: Definitions
	· CT, Chpt. 2: Only: 2.6; 2.7; 2.9.1; 2.9.2; 2.9.3; 2.10; 2.11; 2.12
· Rep. Bks. I and II: Focus: Rep. Bk. I 336b-339b (Thrasymachus); 354a-c (Socrates declares that the result of the discussion is that he knows nothing); Bk. II  357a-b (Glaucon’s question)

	Unit Four: Clarifying Meaning
	· CT, Chpt. 3: Omit: section 3.2.2 and sections 3.6 and 3.7 
· Rep. Bks. II and III: Focus:  Rep. Bk. II 357b-362d (Glaucon’s challenge); Bk. II 368a-376c; Bk. III 412b-414c (The ideal city and its classes)

	Unit Five: Reconstructing Arguments
	· CT, Chpt. 4: Omit: sections 4.4 and 4.5

· Rep. Bk. III and IV: Focus: Rep. III 415d-417b (Housing and Property Arrangements for the Auxiliaries and Guardians); IV 419a-421c (Adeimantus’s objection)

	Unit Six: Assessing Arguments; Truth Claims; Acceptability 


	· CT, Chpt. 5-6: Omit: 6.1; Defer until Unit 7: 6.7.3 and Self-Test 12, Questions 2, 7, 9

· Rep. Bks. I and IV: Focus: Rep. Bk. I 352e-353d (Function and Virtue); IV 431b-434d  (Justice in the City)

	Unit Seven: Relevance 


	· CT, Chpt. 6; 6.7.3 and Self-Test 12, Questions 2, 7, 9; Chpt. 7 
· CT, Chpt. 7

· If time permits: Rep. Bk. V: Focus: Rep. Bk. V 451d-457c (Equality of male and female Guardians)

	Unit Eight: Adequacy
	· Chpt. 8: 8.1, 8.6.1

	Unit Nine: Adequacy and Deductive Reasoning
	· CT, Chpt. 9: 9.1, 9.3; Additional Concepts Sheet: “Counterexamples to Deductive Arguments”

	Unit Ten: Inductive Reasoning
	· CT, Chpt. 10: 10.1, 10.5 




Extra Material: If Time Permits
	Unit A:  Inductive Reasoning
	· Rep. Bk. IV: Focus: Rep. Bk. IV 434d-435e (From the city to the soul); 435e-441d (Tripartite soul); 441d-444e (Virtues of the individual person)

	Unit B: Causal Fallacies 
	· 8.5; 8.6: Self-Test No. 14: Omit Questions 3, 6, 7, 8, 10,11, 12

	Unit C: Deductive Reasoning: Valid and Invalid Argument Forms
	· CT, Chpt. 9: 9.4; 9.5


	· CT, Chpt. 12

· Rep. Bk. VI and VII: Focus: Rep. Bk. VI 509d-511e (Divided Line); VII 514a-517e (The Cave)
	

	Unit E: Arguing Back
	· CT, Chpt. 13

· Rep. Bk. VIII and IX: Focus: Rep. Bk. VIII 544d-545c (Comparison of constitutions and characters): 548c-550c (the timocratic soul); 553d-555b (the oligarchic soul); 561c-562a (the democratic soul); Rep. IX 573c-580a (the tyrannical soul); 580a-c (Is the just life the best life?); 583b-588b (The Argument from Pleasure)

	Unit F: Irrational Techniques of Persuasion 
	· CT, Chpt. 14


