Political Science December Exam Review

LECTURE 15: Ideologies
Studying Ideologies in Politics
· Helps to structure understanding of politics, set goals, shape political systems, and cement individuals together socially
· Helps to understand, interpret, explain, and evaluate the social world
· Brings together groups/classes around a set of beliefs and values
· Idea system with unique histories

Origin of Ideologies
· French Revolution of 1789; rise of many “isms”
· Destutt de Tracy (1795)
· Ideology: the science of ideas
· The study of how our ideas operate and originated 
· Goal: to improve public discourse (make it more rational) and promote progress/truth
· Early 1800’s: Napoleon reunites with the Catholic Church and tradition
· Ideology becomes taboo; rulers did not want their people questioning or examining their rule 
· Marx & Engels
· Wrote “A Critical Perspective on Ideology” in 1846
· main takeaway was that the principal ideas of every era are the ideas of the ruling class, not the general population

Marx and Engels on Ideology
· ideology is a tool used by the bourgeoise to conceal exploitation and rationalize class oppression
· creates false consciousness; makes the “status quo” seem natural and as intended 

Definition of Ideology
· set of ideas that provides the base of organized political action
· works to preserve, change, or override existing power systems

3 Parts of Ideology
· an opinion/perspective on the existing order
· a vision on how society SHOULD be 
· a description of how society can become that ideal 

Ideologies also describe what the world is, why it is the way it is, and create a proposal for how the world should be

Classical Ideologies: emphasize economics, individual interests, and social ideals
· Liberalism
· Conservatism
· Socialism 
· Facism

New Ideologies: emphasize culture, identity, and individual self-definition
· Feminism
· Ecologism
· Religious Fundamentalism
· Multiculturalism 

Ideologies on the Spectrum
· Ideologies are generally placed on a scale going left to right; refers to three general topics of disagreement which can be used to define ideologies on this spectrum
· Values
· LEFT: liberty, equality, community
· RIGHT: order, authority, hierarchy
· Human nature
· LEFT: optimism, social progress, “changeable”
· RIGHT: pessimism, skepticism about change, “fixed”
· State intervention
· LEFT: necessary to have economic regulation
· RIGHT: suspicious of state intervention, wants deregulated (free) markets

Ideological Dimensions
· Economic: left vs right
· Social: progressive vs conservative
· Constitutional: reformist vs status quo
· Dimension that exists only in countries with a codified constitution

LECTURE 16: Liberalism 1
Commonalities in Liberalism
· Aims to promote individual liberty
· Values liberty; considers it to be of moral value, something individuals should want to have (alongside freedom)
· Disagree about what exactly counts as liberty/what should be important 

3 Common Features of Liberal States (Brian Barry)
· Religious toleration
· Freedom of the press
· Abolition of servitude (no one group is obligated to serve another based on protected characteristics) 

Barry’s 3 Features of Liberalism 
· No religious dogma (principle/rules set by authority) is reasonable to be certain 
· Every doctrine (idea system) should be open to social/critical scrutiny
· There is a fundamental equality of all human beings; inequality is arcane
Origins of Liberalism
	Medieval Europe
· Characteristics:
· Religious uniformity
· Feudalism: wealth inequality and unevenly distributed power
· Born into status
· Political absolutism; absolute and centralized authority 
· Challenging the medieval order
· Questioning religious uniformity
· Rejecting born/given status in favour of either achieved status or equal opportunity
· Overthrowing the absolute power/monarchy 
· Protestant Revolution
· Martin Luther was against church corruption and absolute authority of priests 
· The printing press, invented around this time, allowed bibles/religious texts to be mass produced so priests were not the religious authority and thus power was slightly redistributed
· Helped (unintentionally) create religious pluralism and toleration
· Luther and John Calvin: practiced non-resistance to political authority 
· Later Calvinists: felt there was a right to overthrow rulers who did not tolerate individuals freely exercising their religion
Revolutionists
· England 1688: establishment of a constitutional monarchy and the end of old Catholicism
· America 1776: no taxation without representation, all men created equal, a legitimate government must protect our natural rights
· France 1789: the right of man and the citizen, equal opportunity, constitutional government, religious tolerance 

Central Themes of Liberalism
· Individualism
· The right of the individual
· Immanuel Kant (1724 – 1804)
· Focused on enlightenment, morality, freedom, and dignity
· Kant said: treat human beings never merely as means but always at the same tune as ends in themselves
· Essentially means: treat all individuals with respect, uphold their personal freedoms and dignity, and act within the realm of morality
· Freedom (Liberty)
· Mill’s Harm Principle
· The actions of another should never be suppressed or limited unless they are at risk of harming others
· Negative freedom: freedom from external restraint; no restrictions on an action therefore it can be done 
· Positive freedom: freedom to do something; the freedom to act to take control of one’s life
· 3 part concept of freedom: “A is free from B to do or become C”
· Reason
· Enlightenment and progress; promotes discussion and argument
· Against paternalism
· The practice of those in positions of power or authority restricting the freedom/responsibilities of their subordinates in their own best interests
· Justice
· Fair behaviour or treatment
· The idea of moral equality; belief in right or wrong
· Equal citizenship
· Equal opportunity
· Toleration
· The act of acceptance of an action or idea despite a harboured dislike
· Secularism; no state religion
· Pluralism; recognition and affirmation of diversity within a citizenry 
· Two types of liberalism: toleration and autonomy (capacity to make an informed, uncoerced decision)

The Liberal State
· State and the belief of the rule of law; the law applies to everyone equally
· The state as a social contract; give people political authority but expect them to follow through on their political obligation
· Also applies to the state itself; they are also bound by the social contract and must follow their own laws
· John Locke: believed the social contract should be a democracy; the only right individuals give up to enter civil society is the right for vigilante justice/to punish others for violating their individual rights 

Constitutionalism
· Idea that the authority of a government is limited by a body of fundamental rules known as the constitution; includes common themes such as the bill of rights, rule of law, prevention of tyranny of the majority 
· Separation of powers into the executive (actual ruler and their ability in a democracy), legislative (generally house of commons/representatives) and judicial (the court systems) branches

LECTURE 17: Liberalism 2
Common Themes of Classical Liberalism
· Mainly self-interested individuals
· Negative freedom
· Seeing the state as a necessary evil
· Positive view of civil society as a realm of freedom


Sources of classical liberalism
· What natural rights are 
· John Locke and Thomas Jefferson 
· Three minimal functions of the state
· Property and public order
· Defence 
· And contract enforcement (the administration of justice)

Utilitarianism (Bentham)
· Working to enact what makes the majority of people/individuals happy
· What maximizes utils 
· Can be what is morally right; therefore goes hand in hand with liberalism 

Economic Liberalism (Adam Smith)
· Against mercantilism: policy designed to maximize exports and minimize imports of a nation; believed that it set up the economy in such a way that all generated wealth went to the state rather than the individual

Seeking Economic Liberty: The Ideas of Adam Smith
· 1776: Smith on Capitalism and “The Wealth of Nations”
· Competition is fair and efficient; creates better outcomes that will address needs and want
· Market is an invisible hand that translates self-interest into the public good
· Free trade benefits everyone 
· Smith on Capitalism 2
· Benefits those who are the worst off
· Promotes international peace/encourages people to come together
· Smith opposed trade barriers; supported taxation to benefit the poor
· Rejects societal view of poor: believed they are dignified, industrious, equally capable, and entitled to their own fair share 

Fourth source of classical liberalism
· Herbert Spencer and Social Darwinism
· Believed in aspects of physical and social evolution; survival of the richest?
· Believed in absolute property rights, that welfare programs were ineffective and corrupt, and in the survival of the fittest (but not in the way Darwin originally argued for)
· Spencer on distributive justice
· The state should not aid the poor because they are unfit to survive, society is too complex to be controlled in any way a government may want, and they should not override property rights

Modern Liberalism: Key Ideas
· John Stuart Mill and individualism
· Focus on the importance of individuality/liberty and the role it plays in maintaining the happiness of a society
· Believed human happiness was extremely important
· Positive freedom 
· Social liberalism; the idea that society does matter aside from the individual 
· Economic management; economy needs regulation

T.H. Green and Welfare Liberalism
· The government is not merely a necessary evil 
· The state can advance individual liberty by promoting equal opportunities for all 

T.H. Green on Freedom
· Two personal views of freedom
· Negative freedom: absence of political restraint 
· Positive freedom: actual ability to do something worth doing 
· Main obstacles to freedom are poverty, ignorance, prejudice and sickness
· Government can promote freedom through poor relief, public schools and hospitals, and regulation of working conditions 

Social liberalism and economic management
· The welfare state; protects people and promotes societal wellbeing
· Rights: civil, political, social, and economic rights
· John Rawls on justice; the veil of ignorance
· If we are behind a veil of ignorance on what kind of individuals we are, we will choose a society where there is fair equality of opportunity and is adherent to the difference principle; states that social/economic inequalities must benefit the least advantaged in the veil of ignorance
· John Maynard Keynes emphasizes the need for governments to regulate markets and manipulate demand as necessary through government spending 

LECTURE 18: Conservatism
Key Ideas of Conservatism 
· Authoritarian conservatism 
· Libertarian conservatism 
· The new right 
· Whether or not Trump is a Conservative 

Desire to Conserve
· Response to social/political/economic change
· Born from Edmund Burke and his objection to the French Revolution of 1789
· 1800’s conservatives reacted to industrialization, liberalism, and socialism

Tradition
· Supporting existing institutions and practices
· Being suspicious of radical change
· Holding skepticism towards political knowledge

Human imperfection
· We are imperfect and not changeable by social engineering
· Psychologically dependent 
· Morally imperfect 
· Intellectually limited 

Organic Society
· Society is a living organism
· Society exists prior to and is more than the individual 
· Do not tamper with the social fabric 
· Society is more like a promise or obligation; need to not disturb the sacred intergenerational covenant

Authoritarian Conservatism: Joseph De Maistre
· Reaction against the French revolution 
· Throne and Altar: monarchy and the church; supporting obedience and inequality against the forces of progress and enlightenment rationality
· Believes that humans are wretched and prefers the social order of the hangman or executioner
· Absolute, mysterious, and terrifying authority 

Albert O Hirschman on Change: Against reductive individual and class
· Three objections to revolutionary change
· Perversity: change will only exacerbate problems 
· Futility: change will not really change anything  
· Jeopardy: change could destroy other freedoms

Libertarian Conservatism: Ronald Reagan 
· Rejects emphasis on tradition, authority, and organic society
· Defends private property rights and the free market economy
· Believes the government objective is to maintain the public order 

New Right
· Combination of two contrasting ideologies: neoliberalism and neoconservatism
· Liberal new right wants free markets and a minimal state while conservative new right wants social order, family values, and military strength

LECTURE 19: Socialism 1
Core Socialist Themes
· Community: humans are social creatures that engage in a collective effort for the common good
· Cooperation: humans are, not inherently, against competition
· Understands the significance of your socioeconomic class; it can limit what you have access to and thus controls your life
· Common ownership: against private property and capitalism
· Social equality as justice 

Early Socialism
· Thomas More (1478 -1535)
· Against poverty and inequality; said it was created by society and not what god wanted 
· Wanted to abolish money and private property on the grounds that it separates people
· Wanted to eliminate pride, greed, and envy 
· Believed that conflict and inequality were unnatural; they are created by humans 
· Saint-Simon
· Class based historical stages (hunter/gathers to peasant farmers to workers)
· Stages would lead to the fall of capitalism and naturally create a socialist society 
· Belief based economic systems (property rights, the rule of law, capitalism)
· Replace capitalistic inefficiencies (poverty and exploitation) with expert planning and organizational hierarchy (rationalization)
· Fourier	
· Believed in the evils of commercial society
· Had a utopian socialist ideal	
· A stateless society, with free cooperation (people working towards the common good), and the belief socialism could change human nature as being towards cooperation and compassion
· Robert Owen
· Believed that human nature is malleable
· Capitalism rewards greed and selfishness; thus, creating human nature in this way
· To combat capitalism: produce cooperatively for the public and it will in time correct human nature 

Karl Marx
· Disagreed with Hegel, who said god comes to self-awareness in history
· Agreed with Feuerbach, who believed we created god in our own image and alienate our human capacities for knowledge, power, and goodness by projecting them on to god who possesses them in a perfect form
· Emphasis on religion’s influence even though it seems fake; serves as a response to human suffering and poverty (opium of the people)
· Claimed it was like a pain killer; produced euphoria but prevented individuals from flourishing 
· Believed capitalism created 4 types of alienation for the proletariat
· Alienation from the product, alienation from productive activity, alienation from self or species being, alienation from community or other human beings 
· Believed that history is a class struggle; overtime human productive power and productive forces tend to develop
· Production methods develop with economic structures and thus create relationships of production
· [bookmark: _GoBack] Society is a three-level building (according to Marx) 
· Means of production -> relations of production -> superstructure
· Means of production: the productive forces or foundation
· Relations of production: the economic structure of production
· Superstructure: the legal and political structure created by production
· Each level of the building contributes to the one directly above it 

LECTURE 20: Socialism 2
Themes in Marx
· Religion
· Exploitation
· Alienation
· Class struggle 
· History 
· State and revolution 
· Human nature 

Marx on Exploitation
· Exploitation: the extraction of surplus labour
· Distinction between labour and labour power
· Capitalist profit: the surplus value created by the workers
· Capitalist role: to never pay the workers enough 
· Marx wanted a world with surplus value for the common good, not just for the bourgeoise 

Marx on Class Struggle
· Believed that history was a class struggle
· Capitalists/bourgeoisie vs the proletariat/worker = capitalism 
· Concrete conflicts of interest due to the relationships developed by the means of production
· Wanted a future communist society to be classless
· Believed that the state exists to deal with conflicts of interest created by coercive surplus extraction

Marx’s two accounts of the state
· The state is a committee to manage the common interests of the bourgeoise; based on 19th century British politics 
· The state is an independent actor; based on 19th century French and German politics 

Marx on Revolution
· Revolution occurs when states fail to include or integrate their excluded classes 
· Bismarck’s strategy: buy off the working class and maintain a loyal army through the welfare state
· Believed universal suffrage would lead to the election of a socialist government 


Engels objections to capitalism
· Believed capitalism perpetuated a destructive trade cycle
· Created a large number of unproductive individuals
· Superfluous middlemen; hayek saw them as heroes who moved goods to where they were demanded 
· Capitalist market will generate unjust inequalities; question is, how much inequality is unjust?
· Did not believe the market would do what Adam Smith thought (benefit the worst off and translate self-interest into that of the public good)
Bernstein
· Evolutionary socialist who believed there was no need for revolution
· Revolutionist who updated and revised Marx’s claims
· Believed in morality as meaning freedom, respect, and a peaceful movement for change 

Social Democracy
· Politics: socialist parties can achieve social reform
· Economics: working class will see their standard of living improved

Fabian Socialism in Britain (1884)
· G.B. Shaw, H.G. Wells, S&B Webb; argued for evolution into socialism through electoral success, nationalizing the economy, and promoting extensive social welfare in the name of social justice 

LECTURE 21: Fascism
Historical Origins
· Ancient rome; term “Faces” or symbol of social unity under political leadership
· Sticks in the bundle are the individuals, wrapped together by the state and held at the mercy of the axe leader 

Modern origins
· Early 20th century in Italy; began with the violence in Milan in the spring of 1919 (violence, murder)
· Followed by an attack on socialism and the rule of law within the nation

Background Ideas
· Counter-enlightenment 
· Against the ideas of liberalism and equality that continue to rise 
· Nationalism
· Want to place emphasis and importance on national values
· Elitism/anti-elitism
· The notion that a ruling class that is working against the interests of the people will arise and that there exists a need for a strong leader to eliminate this elite 
· Irrationalism
· Hold contradictory positions with no evidence of proof 

Features of Fascism 
· Totalitarianism; form of government that restricts opposition and individual opposition to the control of the state
· Reactionary
· Society needs a strong leader, not aiming to be progressive just reacting to liberal changes
· Cult of leadership
· Society is built around the leader and their personality; buy into the individual
· Mass mobilization through the monopolistic political party (the state party)
· Destruction of intermediate organizations such as trade unions
· Abolition of privacy and foundation of the surveillance state 
· Rule of law is destroyed in the face of arbitrary violence from the leader 

Mussolini’s fascism
· Based on national unity
· No to liberalism but yes to obedience
· Celebration of war and violence 
· Individual sacrifice and state worship


Hitler’s Nazism
· Two explanations of his rise to power
· Economic: world had placed sanctions on Germany, and they were deprived from resources leading to fiscal unease
· Charismatic: was able to command and capture the attention of the country and provide a vision
· Resentment over the end of WWI; idea that the German people (the volk) must defeat the Jews, communists, and liberals who promote ideas anti to their brotherhood
· Need for a strong, dominant leader (Fuhrerprinzip)
· Nationalism 
· Lebensraum (living space); the idea that Germany needed to expand in order to survive and grow
· Social Darwinism; the idea of the master aryan race 
· Racism and anti-semitism 

Paxton: Key Themes
· Fascism is born out of a sense of crisis needing a radical solution
· Includes subordination of individuals to the group
· The group is also a victim of another group; these enemies must be attacked 
· Fear of liberalism, class conflict, and other alienation forces
· Integration into the community by all means necessary, including violence
· Need for authority by a natural MALE leader
· Superiority of the leader’s instincts over abstract and universal reason
· Celebration of violence and exertion of will when it helps the success of the group
· The right for “chosen individuals” to dominate over others without any constraints 
LECTURE 22: Feminism
Core ideas of Feminism 
· Gender
· Sex is physical biology, while gender is a social construction
· Usually imposed upon by society but may be chosen by individuals
· Linking gender and sex unfairly limits options to just be “masculine” vs “feminine”; there are many sexes and genders 
· Patriarchy 
· Elimination of the subordination of women is a goal for feminists 
· The fight against the patriarchy is the fight against a system of rule giving men power over women in politics, economics, and society
· “The personal is political”
· Traditional view: politics is public while the family and personal relationships are private
· The public man: dominates the state, education, and family
· The private woman: restricted the home and family 
· Feminist view: the personal is political (Carol Hanisch)
· the public/private divide is arbitrarily constructed and does not actually exist
· there needs to be an empowerment of women to bring political action and changes on topics such as domestic violence, rape, jobs, etc
· Justice
· Equality/difference/equity
· Liberals seek equality: everyone is treated the same in terms of before the law, opportunities, etc
· Conservatives seek maintaining differences and upholding tradition as essential to a well-functioning society
· Radicals and socialists seek liberation and stress the need for fairness in power relationships by removing barriers in societal, economic, and political structures

Women’s power
· Aristophanes’ Lysistrata (411 BC): women’s power is purely sexual and asserting power meant denying sex as a means to gain power and influence
· Grossly simplifying and limiting relationships

Mary Wollstonecraft
· Authored “A Vindication of the Rights of Woman” in 1792
· Believed women and men are equals in their capacity to reason and that there is an enlightenment commitment to human reason and equality
· Women are oppressed by social institutions especially in education; differences between men and women are artificial rather than natural and can be ended by changing social institutions such as marriage 



Liberal Feminism
· Works to overcome overt discrimination (clear legal barriers) by changing laws and institutions
· Goal: equalize opportunities for men and women
· Currently: 25% of Canada’s HoC are women

Socialist Feminism
· Patriarchy is supported by capitalism; these inequal systems are artificially created 
· “Pink Collar Jobs”: meant either for women or femininely presenting individuals
· Feminization of labour (Guy Standing); the idea that more women in the workforce equates to lower wages and conditions that lead to men shifting out of that sector/industry 
· The notion it is okay to pay workers less and in worse conditions so long as it is not men who are the ones facing the exploitation
· The majority of low wage earners in Canada are women 
· Double burden of working full-time at home and work

Radical Feminism 
· Began from women’s experiences and want to analyze and rebuild politics
· Works to overcome sexist attitudes and beliefs that even women internalize 
· Emphasize women’s differences 
· Against the patriarchy but for empowerment, choice, and equity 
· Working to overthrow the patriarchy 
· Male bias exists in the debate over rules and even setting up society itself; women had no role in creating these structures 
· Empower women within institutions, locally, through family, and individually

New Paths of Feminism
· Recognizing the diversity of the sexist experience and political impact of intersectional oppression; historically feminist movements had no minority leaders 
· Introduction of LGBTQ+ and sexual issues: encouraging women of all different sexualities and gender identities to be included
· Introduction of racialized, ethnic, and disabled minorities; fighting for indigenous, anti-racism, and anti-ableism issues
· Geographical and post-colonial streams of feminism
· Emphasis on men’s liberation from patriarchy and toxic masculinity 
· Intersectional feminism; broadening the definition of women beyond the historical/those who were once denied rights

LECUTURE 23: 
Thomas Midgley 
· An American research chemist who invented Freon by mixing lead and gasoline, one of the first substances to contribute to thinning the ozone layer
· His accidental death by strangulation by his invention of a bed is a metaphor for how humans can cause great harm by making technological solutions without considering the consequences 
Serious Environmental Problems 
· Loss of natural habitats
· Destruction of wild food sources
· Loss of biological diversity 
· Loss of natural resources
· Ceilings (limits) must be imposed on the use of these natural resources including energy and freshwater resources 

Climate Change
· Skeptics who believe it is a hoax due to inexactness of climate science and their reliance on religious or personal beliefs over science
· There exists much uncertainty around climate projections (temperature increases could be smaller/larger etc)
· Need to prevent 10% chance of end of life by 2095

Human population
· Expected to stabilize at around 9-12 billion in the future; an unsustainable amount in terms of the current resource usage which is leading to environmental destruction
· As the world continues to develop there will be even more environmental damage as the developed world produces 32 times the environmental impact of the developing world 

Ecology as an Ideology
· Transcends the orthodox spectrum of left vs right; rather is green vs the mainstream
· Greens reject anthropocentrism; the idea that human interests are morally of greater importance and that we should be able to use nature for our own ends 
· They believe action on the environment is the most important 

Ecological ethics
· Interconnected natural system (all environmental issues are international)
· There needs to be a respect for all life
· Humans have an enormous ability to either do good or harm the planet, so they also have great responsibility
· Stewardship: protecting, preserving, and sustaining nature 

The Gaia Hypothesis
· Created by British scientist Lovelock; the idea that earth and all of its creatures form a large, single, self-regulating system that represents one organism known as Gaia
· This means the entire earth and its ecology are interconnected and interdependent

Deep vs. Shallow Ecology
· Deep: the belief all forms of life have value and there is no need to measure value based on usefulness to humans
· Radical change in consciousness 
· Shallow: promoting environmental goals just because it will support human needs, especially those of the economy 
· Also known as environmentalism; represents institutional changes in states and markets 

Collective action problems 
· Public and private goals; having clean air is a public goal that does not support the private sector as it is not something that can be divided and distributed
· Collective ecological action requires cooperation but unfortunately there is an overwhelming incentive to free ride
· Tragedy of the commons: must enforce collective solutions to avoid the destruction of common resources 
· Political engagement; changes must be made on a political scale to enforce solutions to environmental problems, requiring a shift in political ideologies and systems 

LECTURE 24: Multiculturalism
Common set of rights and duties for all citizens
· Civil rights
· Political rights
· Socioeconomic rights

Citizenship
· Gradual expansion of the class of citizens from simply property-owning protestant men to a diverse population including different genders, ethnicities, and socioeconomic backgrounds

Multiculturalism
· Cultural diversity of modern societies challenging any traditional ideas of a “normal” citizen; the world is becoming extremely diverse such that there are very few majority nations left 
· Multiculturalism rejects
· Exclusion: keeping non-white minorities out
· Assimilation: forcing compliance with majority norms and practices 
· Marginalization: forcing indigenous peoples onto reserves/give up their traditional way of life
· Silencing: institutionalising the disabled/criminalizing homosexuality 
· Multiculturalism seeks
· More inclusive understandings of citizenship; shift from coercion/paternalism to consent and autonomy
· To recognize a plurality of identities; integration rather than assimilation
· Accommodate differences 

Politics of recognition
· Republicanism: equal legal and political rights
· Redistribution: social rights and equal opportunity 
· Recognition: endorsing cultural difference 


Types of minority rights 
· Self-government rights for national minorities such as Indigenous people to counteract majority nation building 
· Polyethnic rights for ethnic groups and religious minorities; exemptions to discriminatory laws and practices as well as public funding for support
· Special representational rights in public institutions

Arguments against multiculturalism
· Ghettoization: retreat into ethnic enclaves 
· Emphasis on citizen differences rather than commonalities of the group 
· Danger of internal restrictions that violate individual rights 

Arguments for multiculturalism
· Provides protection for ethnocultural minorities from the dominant culture/group
· Freedom for individuals within their respective groups and equality between groups
· Creates reliable commitment to the welfare state (no ghettoization)
· Integration on fair and equal, inclusionary terms

LECTURE 25: Islamism
Islamism overview
· Religion is politics; politics is bounded by religion
· Fundamentalist society following a holy book
· Anti-modern, often militant/violent 

Islam and radical political Islamism
· Islam, the religion: one of three great Abrahamic religions alongside Judaism and Christianity 
· Islam, the ideology: radical political Islamism that is a fundamentalist political ideology
· The two are related but are by no means the same 

Background to Islam
· Islam: means submission to god, goodness, morality, righteousness/righteous behaviour
· Prophet Mohammed wished to fight against injustice and laid out teachings which followers now follow
· Qu’ran: Islamic holy book
· Hadith: sayings that need to be followed, instructions on living a good life 
· Shari’a: laws created to be followed based on the Qu’ran and the Hadith
· Jihad: refers to struggle; great jihad refers to the greatest struggles in life (those against temptation and vice) whereas lesser jihad is the struggle with an evil in the world, the oppression of Muslims and other typically oppressed individuals 

External Threats to radical Islamism
· The Crusades (wars fought in the name of religion)
· European imperialism
· Establishment of the state of Israel 
· Western ideas of modernity
· Western decadence is corrupting and influencing individuals; only way to reject western influence is to establish an Islamic State 

The US/West and Muslim Majority Countries
· Counter-interventions in the Arab Springs
· Military attacks 
· Propping up corrupt regimes
· Occupation of Muslim holy lands 

Radical Political Islamism Theorists
· Sayyid Qutb (1906 – 1966)
· Rejected liberalism and American modernity after a visit to the US and preached Muslim counter-enlightenment as a result 
· Involved in the fight against Jahiliyya and the false consciousness which stops individuals from realizing their interest in fighting the enemies of Islamic society 
· Joined the Muslim Brotherhood and was executed in Egypt for his views 
· Spurred a lot of modern ideas leading to offensive holy wars 

Against the corrupt west
· Attacking corrupt Muslims (intellectuals, governments)
· Attacking US power (militarily, internally)
· Educating boys and not girls 
· Bearing witness and reciting the Shahadah

Fracture in Radical Political Islamism
· Two opposing groups which started with the same message but have created divides in the world of extremism
· Al Qaeda vs ISIS 

