Weber Test Prep
Weber’s Life	
· Born in 1864 in Erfurt, Germany
· Wealthy family, oldest of 8 kids
· Father: Max Weber Sr.
· Wealthy civil servant 
· His salon welcomes many scholars
· Grew up well off
· Mother: Helene Weber
· Huguenot family (early Protestantism) very religious
· Ascetic:  abstinence from many pleasures – contrast with father
· Weber himself was not very religious but was very interested in religion 
· He had an education and met famous theoreticians and scientists when he moved to Berlin as a young boy
· He learned many languages and read heavily
· Went to the University of Heidelberg to study broadly (law, economics, history, philosophy) and ended with a law degree and transferred to University of Berlin
· Member of a “duelling fraternity” – duelled with swords
· Did military service in Strasbourg and was able to study on the sidelines
· He wanted to obtain a doctorate in law and in teaching 
· He studied “Commercial Societies in Italian Cities” during his law doctorate
· Found a job replacing his old professor at the University of Berlin
· Married his father’s great niece Marianne and they had a loveless marriage 
· Became a professor at the University of Freiberg teaching economics
· Weber introduced to “neo-Kantianism” by colleague Heinrich Rickert. 
· Less importance of natural sciences (math bio,), and emphasis on human sciences (history)
· Also the idea that reality is chaotic/incomprehensible, and that rational order comes from the way the human mind focuses on certain aspects of reality and organizes the resulting perceptions 
· Weber had a nervous breakdown after his father died of a heart attack because they had not resolved their issues;  depression; spent time in the sanatorium 
· Didn’t teach from 1902-1918
· Published Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism during this time
· Co-founded the German Sociology Association
· 1909: first called himself a sociologist
· WW1: Weber was called into military service
· Regained capacity to teach in 1918, after the war had ended
· 1920: died of the Spanish influenza  / pneumonia 

The Concept of “Understanding”
· Understanding depends on precognition that only a finite part of reality can be understood
· “Verstehen” 
· A systematic interpretive process in which an outside observer of a culture attempts to relate to it and understand others
· Study of social action through interpretive means
· Different meanings and definitions of concepts come from specific individual points of view 
· What interests people is different from person to person 
· Reality is much too complex to be grasped completely, so we study it from one specific point of view, that that is the reality for that particular point of view
· In the social sciences, emotional actions cannot be understood, we are interested in goal-oriented action (imagination of a success which becomes the cause of an action) 
Value Judgements: Can the Scientist make them, or not?
· Scientists can make value judgements, but should not pretend that they are facts or scientifically valid 
· Separation of facts and values
· Value neutrality is the trivial demand that a scientist should separate facts and his opinion on those facts 
· He admits that this separation is difficult 
Historical Individual
·  A complex of elements associated in historical reality which we unite into a conceptual whole from the standpoint of their cultural significance
· When people choose what part of reality is important and can be focused on? 
· Christianity, Capitalism, and Buddhism are all Historical Individuals 
Leo Tolstoy on the Meaning of Life
· Does disenchantment mean anything? Leo Tolstoy gives Weber the answer in Science as a Vocation
· He questioned whether or not death was a meaningful phenomenon 
· His answer was that for civilized man, death has no meaning
· It has none because the individual life of civilized man, placed into an infinite “progress” according to its own imminent meaning, should never come to an end; for there is always a further step ahead of one who stands in the march of progress 
· Abraham, for example, died old and satiated with life because his life had given him what life had to offer, there remained no puzzles he might wish to solve and had enough of life
· Whereas civilized man, placed in the midst of the continuous enrichment of culture by ideas, knowledge, and problems, may become tired of life, but not satiated with life.
Battle of Marathon
· Greek & Persian battle
· In 1896 when Pierre de Coubertin revived the Olympics, the marathon run was added to commemorate the battle of marathon, where Greek culture survived
· What would have happened if the Persians won? Priests would probably be in power and Greek culture would now be very different 
· All we can say in the social sciences is “probably” because we can’t prove that Greek culture would have definitely been eliminated 
· Relates to understanding goal-related actions
· What would have happened in a particular case in the total complex of conditions, one particular factor has been absent while all others remained unchanged?
Adequate Causation
· Example of the battle of marathon 
· Look in reading 
· Weber's formulation of causality stresses the great variety of factors that may precipitate the emergence of complex phenomena such as modern capitalism. 
· Weber argued that social scientists, unlike natural scientists, must take into account the meanings that actors attribute to their interactions when considering causality. 
· Weber sought a middle ground between nomothetic (general laws) and idiographic (idiosyncratic actions and events) views in his notion of a probabilistic adequate causality.
Ideal Type
· Means the main concept 
· In Weber’s time the ideal type was capitalism 
· You choose and define an ideal type according to your values/values of your society at the time
· Ideal types don’t intend to capture the essence of reality, they are “utopias” 
· Utopia: something that does not really exist, an exaggeration 
· Therefore, ideal types are an instrument of understanding reality 
· Ideal types are different in social sciences than in the natural sciences
· One obtains an ideal type by accentuating their point of view and by combining a multitude of isolated phenomenon into a homogeneous though out structure (this is Weber’s definition)
· It isn’t a true picture of reality 
· Look in reading again
· The ideal type is 
A) Not an average type
B) Not an ideal
C) Does not describe the essence of things
D) Does not correspond to the ideas which people have about their life
E) Are heuristic utopias
History of Science in Science as a Vocation
· Way of true being
· Way of true art
· Way of true nature
· Way of true god
· Way of true happiness
Contribution that Science can contribute to personal life
· The technology of controlling life by calculating external objects as well as man’s activities 
· Methods of thinking, the tools and the training for thought
· Gain clarity
· Gives us the means to achieve our ends
Types of Rationality
· 1. Scientific Rationalism
· Technical 
· 2. Practical Rationalism
· Value related
· Ex: Ghandi and non-violence
· 3.  Metaphysical Rationalism
· Physics/philosophy related
· Coherence of a religious concept
· Weber says tension lies between the different kinds of rationalism
· Ex; If one person uses more scientific rationalism than metaphysical, then the metaphysical will diminish
· Like a scientist relying completely on their findings (big bang theory) then their religious beliefs diminish 
Difference between Theology and Science
· Theology:
· Sacred values
· Life has a meaning
· Interpreting the meaning of life 
· Science: 
· But they both have presuppositions 
Modern Polytheism and Disenchantment 
· Polytheism:
· Many gods
· There are many values that are equal in importance which we can choose from 
· We don’t believe in God’s anymore, we believe in values instead
· We cannot refute or prove that other values are correct  
· Rather than worshipping multiple gods we worship multiple aspects of life including material goods and concepts such as power 
· Disenchantment:
· Religion has disappeared from the public sphere
· Death has no meaning 
· Related to rationalisation is the process of disenchantment, in which the world is becoming more explained and less mystical, moving from polytheistic religions to monotheistic ones and finally to the Godless science of modernity.
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