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Exam Study Notes

Ethnicity 1: Ethnic Humour and Differences of Ethnicity

Ethnic jokes: a short sociological analysis 

Humour as reality construction
· Mixing conventional and unconventional realities

Ex. Why should white parents beat their children?
· Social integration, do not want them to be left out, be social outcasts
· Illegal to beat kids
· Must be familiar with Canadian laws and regulation 

The social function of humour 
· Serving as a social safety valve

Ex. Allowing people to release disrupted feelings safely (vent)
· Cultural taboos and controversial issues (safely)
· Liberating to be able to talk about things we are not always allowed to talk about

Humour and Conflict
· Putting others down
· Making fun of the powerful
· Turning the jokes on oneself

Historical Groups Canadians have joked about
· Indigenous groups 
· Black people
· Newfies
· French Canadians
· Irish
· Poland

Humour is not always about punching down, it is also about punching up
· Minorities can make fun of the powerful (white majority)
· People in a minority situation can turn the joke on themselves

Who is “the king” of turning the joke on themselves?
· Jewish people
· Woody Allen: Zelig “mockumentary”
· Transforms his identity with different ethnicities to fit in
· Irish, Africans, catholic priest, nazi
· We see photos of his many transformations
· His parents were anti-Semitic 


Race versus Ethnicity

Race: category of people singled out as different on the basis of real or alleged inherited physical characteristics such as skin colour, hair texture, eye shape, or other arbitrarily selected attributes
· It is a socially constructed reality, not a biological one

Ethnic Group: group of people distinguished, by others or by themselves, on the basis of cultural or nationality characteristics 
· Ascribes membership from birth, characterized by cultural traits and a relative sense of community

Some questions:

· How do race or ethnicity play a part in the meaning we give to our interactions with others?
· Can race/ethnicity constitute a master status?

The First Social Differentiation: Gender

Thinking Assignment:

According to prevailing gender stereotypes, what natural characteristics are associated with men? With women?
· Men: strong, rational, dominant,  independent, do not care for their appearance
· Women: Weak, emotional, nurturing, dependent, care for their appearance 
· Are these characteristics natural or cultural?

Gender Matters

Gender Differentiation
· Fundamental social division
· Have divided
· Humanity and gender terms
· When a child is born: boy or girl?
· When a women is pregnant, do you want to know the sex of the baby before it is born?

Example. One set of parents did not want to know the sex of the baby, they wanted the child to choose its gender/sex itself
· This struck a cord
· Shows how gender matters a lot

Gender Socialization
· Happens from an early age
· It is the process by which individuals are taught how to socially behave in accordance with their assigned gender, which is assigned at birth based on their sex phenotype.

Gender Roles
· The attitudes, behaviours, and activities that are appropriate for each sex

Gender Identity
· Ones perceptions of a self as male or female
· When did you first become aware that you must dress in a certain way (male or female)
· Men did not answer a lot, it was mainly women/females
· Is it a choice for men to not wear dresses/skirts, required to wear pants. Not a choice for men, it was more passed on through traditions. Passed on throughout early ages, and throughout a lifetimes.

Gender Stereotypes
· Men and women are inherently different in attributes, aspirations, and behaviours

So … Are these characteristics natural or cultural?

According to Margaret Mead (1901 – 1978)

Three Societies in New Guinea 

Arapesh 
· Both genders were responsive, co-operative, gentle and sensitive to others

Mundugumor
· Both genders were selfish, violent and aggressive, seeking power and position

Tchambuli
· Like our own but … reversed 
· Females were dominant, impersonal, rational (managerial), and taking the sexual initiative 
· Males were submissive, less responsible, more emotionally dependent, and nurturing towards children 


Sex, Gender, and Sexism

Sex
· The biological and anatomical differences between males and females

Gender
· The culturally and socially constructed differences between males and females found in the meanings, beliefs, and practices associated with femininity and masculinity

Sexism
· The subordination of one sex, usually female, based on the assumed superiority of the other sex

Language and Gender
· According to former text, many North American aboriginal languages don’t have words for gender



Is sociological knowledge gender-neutral?
 
Polygamy — A marriage in which a husband has more than one wife

Polygyny — many wives sharing the same husband … [feminist reversal of the ‘male’ concept of polygamy]

Bias: attribution of agency (to husband or wives?); relies on the gender of the observer

Gender Rituals: the bachelor party and the bridal shower

Rite of Passage: a ritual that marks a change in a person’s social status
· Childbirth, puberty, graduation, getting a drivers license, wedding, having a baby, buying a house, death

Bridal shower
· Birth and celebration of new life
· Gain of a new social status
· Inclusion of the bride-to-be in a new social group: married women

Bachelor party
· Death and celebration of the current life
· Loss of a valued social status
· Violent exclusion of the groom-to-be from the current group

Couples Touching Each Other: Addendum
· Touching in coffee houses in Puerto Rico, France, USA, and England (during one hour)
· Puerto Rican’s: 180
· French: 110
· Americans: 2
· English: none

Families, Marriage, and Intimate Relationships

Outline
· The family as an agent of socialization and a social institution
· Marriage
· Housework and childcare responsibilities 
· Love and intimacy 

Social Institutions
· Help meet the basic needs of society 

What is a family?
· Made of a mom and a dad? Not that common today. Single parents/divorce very common. Also, gay couples are increasingly common as parents.
· A nuclear or subnuclear unit? One or two parents. Live a part from other family members. Extended family — composed of other relatives in the same house.
· Related by bonds of blood or marriage? Does not account for adopted children, and does not account for non-married couples.
· New reproductive technologies … How many “parents” can one child have? Egg donor, surrogate mother, sperm donor, or adoptive parents.
· Traditional family values — 

Family = Relationships in which people live together with commitment, form an economic unit and care for any young, and consider their identity to be significantly attached to the group. 

Marriage = A legally recognized and/or socially approved arrangement between two or more individuals that carries certain obligations and usually involves sexual rights and activity
· Must be publicly announced and celebrated because people need to recognize that you are married
· Differs throughout society

Why do people get married? 
· Fiscal reasons
· Expected to by parents (pressure from mom and dad)
· Commitment to your partner
· Arranged marriages. 
· Housework and childcare responsibilities: mom does most of the housework. Womens responsibility are more likely to take care of the children, cooking, etc. Male responsibility are mowing lawn, fixing lightbulbs, changing the oil in the car, etc.
· Love and intimacy: women express feelings verbally, and men express feelings through non-verbal action.

How do material objects embody the values and norms: the aisle.
· Light, god is light.
· Walking towards the light … the aisle.
· Marriage is a right of passage from non-married life to married life
· Right of passage by providing an aisle

The end of Suburbia: Oil Depletion and the Collapse of the American Dream

Robert Moses
· New york state and city official whose public works projects of the 30s, 40s, and 50s transformed the NY city 
· “Master builder: of the mid 20th century

In a nut shell … PEAK OIL. 

What is it? 
· It is a point at which the extraction of an existing supply is at the peak
· After the peak of extraction, more and more energy is required to extract oil for more energy
· It is not expensive to extract, but the more difficult it is to extract the more expensive it gets

What does peak oil mean?
· It means the end of cheap oil
· Inflation, recession, unemployment, power outages, food shortages, and war will start occurring when oil gets harder to extract

Sociology and Related Disciplines of the Social Sciences: An Overview

Sociology = it is the systematic study of human society and social interaction
· Can study two person groups to entire societies

While other social sciences have specific focuses
· Specific segments of social life and human behaviour

Philosophy 
· Our mother to us all
· Lover of wisdom
· What is being, what is reason, what is knowledge, what is truth, and what is human destiny
· Many questions with no definitive answer
· Many questions that will keep you awake at night

*Sociology is empirical about finding evidence, while philosophy is not


Psychology
“The nemesis of sociology”
· Science of the soul
· Focuses on the brain and is understood as a medical study

Subject matter: behaviour of the individual humans (generally under experimental conditions)

Focus: processes internal to the individual to determine what influences people 
· A boundary discipline: social psychology: the study of individual behaviour in small groups

Example. Turbulent school children in a classroom
· Psychological explanation: personality of the kids
· Social psychology: surrounding environment (influence of parents, friends, peers, profs)
· Sociological explanations: school organization and rules (rules of conduct or discipline, pedagogical practices, design of school and of the classroom, etc), social characteristics and categories (gender, class, privileged or underprivileged neighbourhoods, family situations, etc)

Psychology and sociology are like cat and dog
· Look at the different influences
· Psychology more internal while sociology is more external

Anthropology

The twin sister discipline of sociology
· Two branches: physical anthropology and cultural anthropology (ethnology)
· Physical anthropology
· Studies the biological adaptations, variability and evolution of human beings, and their living and fossil relatives
· Both a biological science and social science
· Forensic anthropology (ex. Bones)

Chief concern: to understand culture (a total way of life)
· A groups artifacts such as tools, art, and weapons
· A groups structure 
· Ideas and values
· Forms of communication

Differences between anthropology and sociology:
· Historical context: European colonialism versus (European) social transformations and crisis
· Societies observed: preliterate tribal groups versus modern societies
· Research techniques: participant observation versus sample survey

Example. The Nacirema
· Nacirema males notoriously warlike
· Pay massive yearly tributes to a great fetish-figure called “Terrah”
· Consume a large part of their resources
· Chief is a sacred for but mainly a figurehead 
· Real power is wielded by a merchant class known as the Corporations
· Joke about America

History
· The oldest of all social sciences
· Herodotus, Greek Historian
· The study of past events, of human and social developments through time (“classical history”)

Specialized branches in intellectual and social history:
· The history of science, of philosophy, of ideas, etc.
· The history of women, of sport, of fashion, of hygiene, etc.

Differences between history and sociology
· Historians focus on uniques and singular events
· Sociologists seek to go beyond singular events in order to make connections between different ones
· Looking for patterns of change and social factors causing change and transformations

Economics
· Adam Smith, Scottish philosopher and economist, can also be traced to the works of 14th century scholars
· Focus on a single institution: production, exchange, distribution and consumption of goods and services
· Sociologists focus on: social organization, impacts, and interaction
· … and they do not concentrate on a single institution


Political Science
· The study of politics and government
· Sociologists do not focus on a single institution; the study of power transcends the topic of government

Trevor Pinch
· Pioneer in the sociology of scientific knowledge
· Social construction of technology
· Did interesting work on solar neutrino’s
· Tiny and massless atomic particles (really hard to detect), and he published a book on the topic
· Shows that sociology can lead you everywhere 

Can sociology be an integrative discipline

Well … according to an updated version of the old elephant story 

A psychologist: top of the head, all thinking and feeling is in here so we must study the head only

Histories: only touching the trust, says we must only focus on these

Political Scientist: feeling ears, this is the power centre and this controls the entire beast so we must focus on only this

Economist: feeling the mouth, what goes in here is distributed throughout the entire body so we should only focus on this

Sociologist: says you cannot understand the beast by looking at just one part, they are all important but so are the parts you have not mentioned. We must remove our blindfolds to see the larger picture and to form the entire animal. We also need to understand how this creature interacts with other creatures, and how their life in a group shapes their behaviours

The point of this: we are not working together as social sciences, and not paying attention to what is happening around them.
· Which is why sociology is so integrative because it looks at societal factors such as these and links it towards the behaviour of the individual.
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