Midterm Prep #2
Republic:
Cephalus definition: Justice is telling the truth and paying your debts. Was refuted by reduction ad absurdum
Thrasymachus Definition: Justice is the advantage of the stronger
· In other words, might makes right
· Socrates wants to know what the meaning of “the stronger”
· Socrates knows he can’t mean the literal definition 
· Thrasymachus argues by saying those in positions of power are is the advantage of the stronger
· Glaucon’s question is “Socrates, he said, do you want to seem to have persuaded us that it is better in every way to be just than unjust, or do you want truly to convince us of this?”
Set out, in standard form, the premises and conclusion of Thrasymachus’s argument for his definition of justice. Socrates has two options if he wishes to refute Thrasymachus’s position. What are they? Which does he choose?
The stronger are the rulers
The rulers make the laws
The rulers make their law to their own advantage
The laws constitute what is just
Justice is the advantage of the stronger
Socrates can argue if its logically strong or if the argument is sound
Glaucon Challenge
Glaucon thinks the term good is semantically ambiguous because it has 3 types of properties
· Good can be instrumently good, intrinsically good (good apart consequence), and both intrinsically and instrumentally good
· Glaucon thinks the term is semantically ambiguous. Set out, explain, and give examples of the different meanings Glaucon ascribes to it?
· 3 meanings above^

Unit 3
The sense of the word is when we understand its meaning 
· The reference of a word is the class of things the word refers 
· All words have a sense but not all words have a reference 
Example: Sense:  An unmarried male
Example: Reference: Bachelor; the class of bachelors who exist in the universe now, and who will exist in the past and future
3 main types of definitions: reportive, stipulative, and essentialist 
· Reportive definition is one when we use a word in its standard usage 
· Can change over time
· Ex: Impious: Not believing in God
· Stipulative definition is when a word is used to describe another word in further depth. (Agriculture, Industrial will describe land in depth) 
· Ex: Argument in standard use is a verbal dispute but in logic it’s a set of statements that support a conclussion
· Essentialist definition is one that attempts to describe the nature and theory behind a word. The essential nature behind a word (Example - Define Justice) 
A good reportive definition will actually describe the standard use of a term
· Can fail if 
· Too broad
· Too narrow
· Too broad and narrow
A definition is too broad when the defining phrase refers to something that are not included in the reference term being defined. Defining phrase should express the sense of a term
· Ex: A pillow is something soft to rest on. Defining phrase is broad, Includes more than it should
A definition is too narrow when a defining phrase fails to include some elements in the reference term
· Ex: A school is an institute that aims at teaching children how to read and write. Defining phrase is narrow because a school does more than included
A definition can be too broad and narrow if the defining phrase fails to include and includes things that don’t apply
· Ex: A pen is an instrument designed for writing words. Too broad because instruments include pencils, too narrow because pens also are used to draw.
To assess other definitions… 
· Does our stipulative definition enable us to be more precise?
· Does our essentialist definition correctly convey the essential nature of a term?
Modus Ponens: 
If you live in Montreal, then you live in Quebec. 
You live in Montreal
Therefore, you live in Quebec
· If P then q, p, q must be true
Unit 4
The principle of charity is to adopt the most charitable interpretation of your opponent’s words
· Reasonable, plausible, defensible as possible
· Whenever 2 interpretations are possible one should adopt the more reasonable one unless something in context suggest what another interpretation is what the person means
The primary purpose of a rational discussion is to discover truth and develop a position that is as reasonable and defensible as possible
· Sophist love to violate
A vague statement lacks precise meaning
· Ex: Lots of people were there
Ambiguity sentences or words have 2 or more meanings 
· I tied the knot
· I can help, first let’s make sure he’s dead
Semantic ambiguity arises when there are multiple meanings for a word. (Persons, things properties, actions etc)
· Small children can make tasty snacks
2 types of semantic ambiguity
· Distributive which refers to each and every member of a class
· Collective use which refers to the whole class
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Use is when you use a word in its normal function to refer to something else. & To mention a word is to draw attention to the word itself
· Ex: Dog spelled backwards is god
Grammatical ambiguity arises from a confusing grammatical construction. Allows for 2 different interpretations
· Ex: Last night I shot a burglar in my pajamas
Synthetic statements are those which the truth or falsity does not depend merely on the meaning of the terms
· Ex: Some students are married men
Analytical statements are true by definition
· Triangles have 3 sides
Contradictory statements are false by definition
· Triangles have 4 sides
Antecedent is the condition that has to be met for a claim to be true
Consequent is the outcome of the resultant state
Necessary statements are those that a required for a phrase to be true
Being a cat is sufficient condition for being a mammal
Conditions can be necessary and sufficient
Conditions can be individually necessary and jointly sufficient
Modus Tollens
If you live in Montreal, then you live in Quebec 
You do not live in Quebec
Therefore you do not live in Montreal
If p then q, p, therefore q
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