Class 11
Reading - Trust, Honesty, and the Authority of Science

The Building of Trust
· Three main features implicated in assessments of what we are told: 
· The plausibility of the claim 
· We are likely to believe claims that accord with what we already know about the world, even if they are told us by people whose knowledgeability or expertise in the matter is slight.
· The intellectual entitlement of the source
· More likely to accept claims from sources of recognized expertise and knowledgeability than from those considered to lack these entitlements.
· The honesty of the source
· Experts have honestly reported how matters stand in the world; their legitimate possession of expertise has been honestly represented and vouched for. In this sense, the recognition of practitioners as truthful-individually or collectively is a fundamental basis of public credibility. 

Reason: Lost of Trust in the Institutions
· The 20th and the 21st century have been plagued by institutional scandals
· Emissions scandal: Volkswagen
· Financial scandals: Bernie Madoff, economic crashes (The Big Short)
· Political scandals: Canadian senate spending, lost of fate in political process, SNC-Lavalin
· Political misleading: Presence of weapons of mass destruction for reason to invade Irak
· Religious scandals: Child abuse in the Catholic Church, financial abuse
· Corruption scandals: FIFA, illegal substances
· University research sponsored by industries

Trust in Science
· For a long time, most of our scientific and technological knowledge was accepted on the basis of trust in what the scientist as an expert on a specific subject says.
· The layperson didn’t need to see the evidence as he trusted the scientist’s knowledge.
· The rings of Saturn
· Gravity
· Aerodynamics

The Early Philosophers
· The philosopher was that exceptional person, set apart from civil society, who spurned worldly rewards and pleasures and dedicated himself solely to truth. 
· By his love of truth alone the philosopher was understood to imitate God, the source of all truth.
The Enlightenment
· The new empirical and experimental practitioners of the seventeenth century relied massively upon trust in human testimony about the natural world, 
· Natural historical knowledge of distant phenomena relied upon the narrations of trusted travelers : 
· scientists who remained the whole of their lives in the south of England knew that the world contained polar bears, icebergs, regularly spouting geysers,

The gentlemen
· In the sixteenth and seventeenth century, humanist writers were urging that learning not be left to professional scholars and that gentlemen would increase their virtue as well as their social utility if they too participated in the life of the mind. 
· He who lied revealed his servility, baseness, and cowardice
· Truthfulness was a measure of honor, and to represent another as mendacious was precisely to dispute his identity as a man of honor, a gentleman.

The 18th and 19th century
· In eighteenth-century England the chemist Joseph Priestley wrote: à
· "A Philosopher ought to be something greater, and better than another man." 
· Great nineteenth-century scientists were widely advertised as moral heroes. 
· Celebration of scientific heroism and virtue arguably reached its apogee in accounts of the life of Louis Pasteur: 
· "Like his scientific prowess, Pasteur's moral fiber was incomparable. ... [His] spiritual life was imbued with lofty ideals: sincerity, honesty, decency, and affection for truth.

The 20th century
· In the 30-40’s Robert K. Merton, one of the most influential American sociologists, was presenting it as a matter of course that scientists:
·  “were as other men," and that the production of objective knowledge could not possibly be underwritten by the dispositions and temperaments of individual practitioners. Disinterested and objective knowledge was produced by interested and, occasionally, irrationally acting individuals
· “There is no satisfactory evidence that scientists are "recruited from the ranks of those who exhibit an unusual degree of moral integrity '' or that the objectivity of scientific knowledge proceeds from "the personal qualities of scientists." 
· The scientific “vocation " was rapidly changing from a “calling" to a “job." 
· The scientist was not understood as "called" to a passionate search for truth but to be doing a job like any other, except that its products counted as truth.

Today
· Today, divorce between expertise and virtue-is. 
· Few modern scientists regard themselves as moral compasses, with all the responsibilities it entails. 
· Those who have expert knowledge are not ethically privileged or more likely to make virtuous decisions than anybody else in society.

Science and technology as their own enemy
· Science based on ______________ by nature
· Distrust because science cannot come up with absolutes or 100% consensus.
· The need for quick ______________ and _______________
· Told to believe in science for answers… but science doesn’t have all the answers… for now!!
· Scientific debate seen as contradiction
· Evolution of science means… that science contradicts itself as well!
· Marriage between science and industries 
· Science perceived as the voice of reason/not taking into account the reflexivity of the social actor.
· Detached from the real world. Arrogance of knowers vs. non-knowers
· Science sometimes unable to reflect upon itself.

Reading – Outsiders: Defining Deviance - Howard Becker
deviance is not a quality of the act the person commits, but rather a consequence of the application by others of rules and sanctions to an “offender.” 
- The deviant is one to whom that label has successfully been applied; 
- deviant behavior is behavior that people so label.

social groups create deviance by making the rules whose infraction constitutes deviance, and by applying those rules to particular people and labelling them as outsiders.
   - whether an act is deviant, it depends on how other people react to it. Differential enforcement of rules.
Ex. Unmarried girl becomes pregnant; unmarried father escapes the severe censure.

Distinguishes between the "moral entrepreneurs" and the "rule enforcer"
-Typically, thy come from dominant groups
-They are essentialists
-They are dissatisfied with the existing rules
-They are convinced that is others do as they say I will be good for them

the end point of a successful crusade is the creation of a new set of rules (often involving a new enforcement agency)
Ie. Prohibition groups

Characteristics of the enforcer:
·  Typically, they lack the moral fervor of the crusade
·  What concerns them is not the end result but the means to the end
· 
Becker points out that the enforcer is faced with two dilemmas:
They must justify their existence; in doing so they face a double problem
-  They must demonstrate that the problem still exists
-  They must show that their attempts at enforcement is effective

Factors that effective whether or not rules will be enforced:
1. Ordinarily, the enforcer has great deal of discretion in many areas, if only because the resources are not sufficient to cope with the volume of rule-breaking
2. Factors, extraneous to the actual behaviour, that effects discretion:
-They need to make a show
-Showing proper deference
-Sometimes its predetermined whether the rule will be reinforced or not
· The "fix"
-Where the behaviours stands on the enforcer's list of priorities





It is the product of a process which involves responses of other people to the behaviours in the interaction between the person who commits an act and those who respond to it.
-  labelling of that behaviours as deviance.
-  This label are the object of conflict and disagreement, part of the political processes.
-  Insofar as the rules of various groups conflict and contradict one another, there will be disagreement about the kind of behavior that is proper in any given situation.

what circumstances do people attempt to force their rules on others who do not subscribe to them?
1. Only those who are actually members of the group have any interest in making and enforcing certain rules.
· ex. an orthodox Jew disobeys the laws of kashruth only other orthodox Jews will regard this as a transgression; Christians or nonorthodox Jews will not consider this deviance and would have no interest in interfering.

2. Members of a group consider it important to their welfare that members of certain other groups obey certain rules.
· This is the reason the state licenses physicians, nurses, and others, and forbids anyone who is not licensed to engage in healing activities.




Who can force others to accept their rules and what are the causes of their success?
Differences in the ability to make rules and apply them to other people are essentially power differentials (either legal or extralegal). Those groups whose social position gives them weapons and power are best able to enforce their rules. Distinctions of age, sex, ethnicity, and class are all related to differences in power, which accounts for differences in the degree to which groups so distinguished can make rules for others.
· Ex. rules are made for young people by their elders.
· men make the rules for women in our society
· Negroes find themselves subject to rules made for them by whites
The rules created and maintained by such labeling are not `````````````````````iiii universally agreed to. Instead, they are the object of conflict and disagreement, part of the political process of society.


Class 12 - What is deviance?

Deviance is a violation of social norms. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
deviance is a basic part of social organization:
- society sets its moral boundaries by defining deviance
- deviance is universal: all societies contain deviance
- deviance could (1) affirms cultural values and norms, (2) clarifies moral boundaries, (3) promotes social unity, and (4) encourages social change

Three conceptions from deviance:
Positivist: absolutism (deviance is real); Positivist tend to interested why people violate norms.
Objectivism (we can study them)
Determinism (there is the cause).  

Merton presents a typology of Deviance. 
According to Merton, people conform to either the opportunities and goals defined by society or they engage in five types of deviance:
1. Conformity: both accept
- The individual conforms to the domination culture. 
- Here the individual experiences no problem in terms of goals and the means that society provides to achieve those goals.
- There is, therefore, no need to engage in deviance to obtain goals deemed worthy by society.
2. Innovation: accept culture goal, reject legitimate goal
· Innovators are people who accept the culture goals of society.
· For some reason, like poverty, they cannot achieve societies' goals by legitimate means.
· They have to use illegitimate means such as stealing.
3. Acceptance(Ritualism)仪式主义: reject culture, accept legitimate.(enough money is enough)
· People who ritualize have similar problems that the innovator experiences
· For ritualists the individual rejects the culture, but accepts the legitimate. (even money is enough)
· The individual may choose to work hard knowing that he or she is not going to achieve the goals that society defines as worthy because they do not get paid enough.
· Work a Mcjob
4. Retreatism 逃跑主义: reject both.
· People who are retreatists reject both the culture and legitimate of society.
· Drug addicts and vagrants are examples of people who retreat.
5. Rebellion: new means new goals
· The individual rejects the culture (values, goals, norms).
· These individuals pursue alternative cultures. 
· Included in this group are revolutionaries and some gangs.

· Structural Functionalism:
Émile Durkheim (1893): Anomie
Building on Durkheim's theory that anomie is 
- a social condition in which people's norms and values no longer sync with those of society
- the confusion that arises when social norms conflict or don't even exist.
· Social norms are weak or come into conflict with one another.
· As traditional norms and relations break down, social control declines.
· People feel less tied to each other.
· Deviant behaviour increases. 
· Need to strengthen social norms and slow the pace of social change.
Merton’s anomie theory:
· Merton used the term to describe the differences between socially accepted goals and the availability of means to achieve those goals.
· Merton created the structural strain theory, which explains how anomie lead to deviance and crime. The theory states that when society does not provide the necessary legitimate and legal means that allow people to achieve culturally valued goals, people seek out alternative means that may simply break from the norm, or may violate norms and laws. 
· For example, if society does not provide enough jobs that pay a living wage so that people can work to survive, many will turn to criminal methods of earning a living. So for Merton, deviance, and crime are, in large part, a result of anomie, a state of social disorder.

A structural functionalist approach emphasizes social solidarity and stability in social structures. For the structural functionalist, deviance serves two primary roles in creating social stability. 
· First, systems of deviance create norms and tell members of a given society how to behave by laying out patterns of acceptable and unacceptable behavior. In order to know how not to unsettle society, one must be aware of what behaviors are marked as deviant. 
· Second, these social parameters create boundaries between populations and enable an us-versus-them mentality within various groups. Deviance allows for group majorities to unite around their worldview, at the expense of those marked as deviant. Conversely, being marked as deviant can actually bolster solidarity within the marked community as members take pride and ownership in their stigmatized identity, creating cohesive units of their own.
· From a structural-functionalist perspective, then, how does society change, particularly in regards to establishing norms and deviant behaviors? Deviance provides the key to understanding the disruption and recalibration of society that occurs over time. Some traits will be stigmatized and can potentially cause social disruption. However, as traits become more mainstream, society will gradually adjust to incorporate the formerly stigmatized traits. Take, for example, homosexuality. In urban America 50 years ago, homosexual behavior was considered deviant. On the one hand, this fractured society into those marked as homosexuals and those unmarked (normative heterosexuals). While this us-versus-them mentality solidified social identities and solidarities within the two categories, there was nevertheless an overarching social schism. As time went on, homosexuality came to be accepted as more mainstream. Accordingly, what originally appears as a fracturing of society actually reinforces social stability by enabling mechanisms for social adjustment and development.


Symbolic Interactionism:
1. Labelling theory has its’ origins in the symbolic interactionism tradition. Émile Durkheim was the first to suggest that deviant labeling satisfies that function and satisfies society’s need to control the behavior. 
· Problematic behaviours are socially learned and practised in social settings.
· socialization and labelling shape deviant identities and subcultures.
· Critics argue that social problems may exist even when they are not recognized as problems.
· 
Mead (1934):
- the self is socially constructed and reconstructed through the interactions which each person has with the community. 
- deviance is not an inherent tendency of an individual, but instead focuses on the tendency of majorities to negatively label minorities or those seen as deviant from standard cultural norms. 
- deviance is variable: anything/anyone can be labeled as deviant
- "reality" is a social construct
- deviance is more about reaction to act than characteristics of the deviant

The labeling theory suggests that people are given labels based on how others view their tendencies or behaviors. Each individual is aware of how they are judged by others because he or she has adopted many different roles and functions in social interactions and has been able to gauge the reactions of those present.

Social Roles
-	Labeling theory concerns deviant roles, stigmatic roles, or social stigma. 
-	A social role is a set of expectations we have about a behavior. Social roles are necessary for the organization and functioning of any society or group. We expect the postman, for example, to adhere to certain fixed rules about how he does his job.
-	Labeling theory hypothesizes that the labels applied to individuals influence their behavior, particularly that the application of negative or stigmatizing labels promotes deviant behavior. 
-	They become a self-fulfilling prophecy: an individual who is labeled has little choice but to conform to the essential meaning of that judgment. Consequently, labeling theory postulates that it is possible to prevent social deviance via a limited social shaming reaction in “labelers” and replace moral indignation with tolerance.

Labeling Deviants
-	The social construction of deviant behavior plays an important role in the labeling process that occurs in society. This process involves not only the labeling of criminally deviant behavior, which is behavior that does not fit socially constructed norms, but also labeling that reflects stereotyped or stigmatized behavior of the “mentally ill.” 
-	Furthermore, the application of labeling theory to homosexuality has been extremely controversial. It was Alfred Kinsey and his colleagues who pointed out the big discrepancy between the behavior and the role attached to it.

2. Control Theory
The theory states that behavior is caused not by outside stimuli, but by what a person wants most at any given time. According to control theory, weak social systems result in deviant behavior.
· Control theory advances the proposition that weak bonds between the individual and society allow people to deviate. In other words, deviant behavior occurs when external controls on behavior are weak. If the individual has strong social bonds with positive influences, deviant behavior is less likely than for another individual who has no family or friends.
Social Bonds
Travis Hirschi argued that norms emerge to deter deviant behavior, leading to conformity and groups. People will conform to a group when they believe they have more to gain from conformity than by deviance. 
· Hirschi argued a person follows norms because they have a bond with society. These social bonds have four elements: opportunity, attachment, belief, and involvement. When any one of these bonds are weakened or broken a person is more likely to act in defiance.
· Control Theory in sociology can either be classified as centralized, decentralized, or mixed.
Critique
· While control theory gives an adequate explanation of non-serious forms of youthful delinquency, it fails to explain adult criminal behavior and serious instances of youth crime. 
· Moreover, control theory is met with some resistance for its compliance to a conservative view of the broader social order. From a control theory perspective, children who are properly bonded to their parents would be involved in less crime than children who have weaker parental bonds; control theory assumes that the family is a naturally law-abiding institution. 
· The theory’s biggest weakness is that it places too much importance on the bonds relative to an individual and society, without looking at other concepts like autonomy and impulsiveness.

3. Differential Association Theory
· Differential association theory developed by Edwin Sutherland (1883–1950) proposing that through interaction with others, individuals learn the values, attitudes, techniques, and motives for criminal behavior. 
· Differential association theory is the most talked-about of the learning theories of deviance. 
· This theory focuses on how individuals learn to become criminals, but it does not concern itself with why they become criminals.
· Differential association predicts that an individual will choose the criminal path when the balance of definitions for law-breaking exceeds those for law-abiding. 
· This tendency will be reinforced if social association provides active people in the person’s life. The earlier in life an individual comes under the influence high status people within a group, the more likely the individual is to follow in their footsteps. 
· This does not deny that there may be practical motives for crime. If a person is hungry but has no money, there is a temptation to steal. But the use of “needs” and “values” is equivocal. To some extent, both non-criminal and criminal individuals are motivated by the need for money and social gain.
Sutherland’s Nine Points
The principles of Sutherland’s theory of differential association can be summarized into nine key points.
1. Criminal behavior is learned.
2. Criminal behavior is learned in interaction with other persons in a process of communication.
3. The principal part of the learning of criminal behavior occurs within intimate personal groups.
4. When criminal behavior is learned, the learning includes techniques of committing the crime (which are sometimes very complicated, sometimes simple) and the specific direction of motives, drives, rationalizations, and attitudes.
5. The specific direction of motives and drives is learned from definitions of the legal codes as favorable or unfavorable.
6. A person becomes delinquent because of an excess of definitions favorable to violation of law over definitions unfavorable to violation of the law.
7. Differential associations may vary in frequency, duration, priority, and intensity.
8. The process of learning criminal behavior by association with criminal and anti-criminal patterns involves all of the mechanisms that are involved in any other learning.
9. While criminal behavior is an expression of general needs and values, it is not explained by those needs and values, since non-criminal behavior is an expression of the same needs and values.
· An important quality of differential association theory is the frequency and intensity of interaction. The amount of time that a person is exposed to a particular definition and at what point the interaction began are both crucial for explaining criminal activity. The process of learning criminal behavior is really not any different from the process involved in learning any other type of behavior. Sutherland maintains that there is no unique learning process associated with acquiring non-normative ways of behaving.
· One very unique aspect of this theory is that it works to explain more than just juvenile delinquency and crime committed by lower class individuals. Since crime is understood to be learned behavior, the theory is also applicable to white-collar, corporate, and organized crime.
· One critique leveled against differential association stems from the idea that people can be independent, rational actors and individually motivated. This notion of one being a criminal based on his or her environment is problematic—the theory does not take into account personality traits that might affect a person’s susceptibility to these environmental influences.



Social conflict approach:
Conflict theories 
- are perspectives that emphasize the social, political, or material inequality of a social group, that critique the broad socio-political system, or that otherwise detract from structural functionalism and ideological conservativism. 
- Conflict theories draw attention to power differentials, such as class conflict, and generally contrast historically dominant ideologies. It is therefore a macro level analysis of society. Karl Marx is the father of the social conflict theory, which is a component of the four paradigms of sociology.
- In conflict theory, deviant behaviors are actions that do not comply with social institutions. 
- The institution’s ability to change norms, wealth, or status comes into conflict with the individual. The legal rights of poor folks might be ignored, while the middle class side with the elites rather than the poor.  
- Conflict theory is based upon the view that the fundamental causes of crime are the social and economic forces operating within society.

Marx/Weber:
- what is deviant is a result from social inequality
- class-based
- deviance pushed oppressed down and the privileged up
- deviance is political: high power = little risk of deviance
Karl Marx
Marx himself did not write about deviant behavior specifically, but he wrote about alienation amongst the proletariat, as well as between the proletariat and the finished product, which causes conflict, and thus deviant behavior. 
Alienation is the systemic result of living in a socially stratified society, because being a mechanistic part of a social class alienates a person from his or her humanity. In a capitalist society, the worker’s alienation from his and her humanity occurs because the worker can only express labor, a fundamental social aspect of personal individuality, through a privately owned system of industrial production in which each worker is an instrument, a thing, not a person. 
However, Marx used the term lumpenproletariat to describe that layer of the working class, unlikely to ever achieve class consciousness, lost to socially useful production, and, therefore, of no use in revolutionary struggle or an actual impediment to the realization of a classless society

Class, Crime, and the Criminal Justice System
· Of the classical founders of social science, conflict theory is most commonly associated with Karl Marx. 
· Based on a dialectical materialist account of history, Marxism posited that capitalism, like previous socioeconomic systems, would inevitably produce internal tensions leading to its own destruction. Marx ushered in radical change, advocating proletarian revolution and freedom from the ruling classes. 
· In Marxist theory, the class structure of the capitalist mode of production is characterized by the conflict between two main classes: the bourgeoisie, the capitalists who own the means of production, and the much larger proletariat who must sell their own labor power.

Theory of Deviance
Clifford Shaw and Henry D. McKay theorized that social disorganization was a root cause of deviancy and crime, especially for minority youth. They discussed the fact that inner city kids tended to be more involved in a criminal lifestyle than kids who lived in the suburbs. Being able to afford to live in better parts of the city (and thus having wealth) afforded certain kids better opportunities in terms of lifestyle and education, leading to less crime and criminal involvement.

White-Collar Crime
· White-collar crime is a financially motivated, nonviolent crime committed for illegal monetary gain. 
· Within the field of criminology, white-collar crime initially was defined by sociologist Edwin Sutherland in 1939 as “a crime committed by a person of respectability and high social status in the course of his occupation. ” A clear example of how deviance reflects power imbalances is in the reporting and tracking of crimes. 
· Indeed, white-collar crimes are typically committed by individuals in higher social classes. That white-collar crimes are less likely to be tracked, less likely to be reported, less likely to be prosecuted, and are more likely to be committed by people in higher social classes suggests that the way crimes are punished in the United States tends to favor the affluent while punitively punishing the less affluent. Additionally, men benefit more from white-collar crime than do women, as they are more likely to attempt these crimes when they are in more powerful positions, allowing them to reap greater rewards.

The Criminal Justice System
· Criminal justice is the system of practices and institutions of governments directed at upholding social control, deterring and mitigating crime, or sanctioning those who violate laws with criminal penalties and rehabilitation efforts. Those accused of crime have protections against abuse of investigatory and prosecution powers.
· Within the criminal justice system, there are three basic elements that constitute it: the police, the courts, and punishment. The police maintain public order by enforcing the law. Police use personal discretion in deciding whether and how to handle a situation. 
· Research suggests that police are more likely to make an arrest if the offense is serious, if bystanders are present, or if the suspect is of a visible minority. Courts rely on an adversarial process in which attorneys-one representing the defendant and one representing the crown-present their cases in the presence of a judge who monitors legal procedures. In practice, courts resolve most cases through a plea bargain. Though efficient, this method puts less-powerful people at a disadvantage. 
· There are four jurisdictions for punishment: retribution, deterrence, rehabilitation, and societal protection. Community-bases corrections include probation and parole. These programs lower the cost of supervising people convicted of crimes and reduce prison overcrowding but have not been shown to reduce recidivism.

Power and inequality
Power and inequality determine the socioeconomic conditions of different classes.
Power:
· the exercise of power is accepted as endemic to (or regularly found in) humans as social beings. 
· Michel Foucault saw power as “a complex strategic situation in a given society social setting”. Power may be held through authority, social class (material wealth), personal charisma, expertise or knowledge, persuasion, force (such as law or violence), and a myriad of other dynamics.
· Because power operates both relationally and reciprocally, sociologists speak of the balance of power between people in a relationship. All parties to all relationships have some power; the sociological examination of power concerns itself with discovering and describing the relative strengths – equal or unequal, stable or subject to periodic change. Given that power is not innate and can be granted to others, to acquire power you must possess or control a form of power currency (such as wealth, social status, authority, etc.).

Social inequality
· refers to relational processes in society that have the effect of limiting or harming a group’s social status, social class, and social circle. 
· The reasons for social inequality can vary, but are often broad and far reaching. Social inequality can emerge through a society’s understanding of appropriate gender roles, or through the prevalence of social stereotyping. They can also be established through discriminatory legislation. 
· Social inequalities exist between ethnic or religious groups, classes and countries, making the concept a global phenomenon.

Social stratification 
· a concept involving the classification of persons into groups based on shared socioeconomic conditions; it is a relational set of inequalities with economic, social, political and ideological dimensions. Theories of social stratification are based on four basic principles:
1. Social stratification is a trait of society, not simply a reflection of individual differences.
2. Social stratification carries over from generation to generation.
3. Social stratification is universal but variable.
4. Social stratification involves not just inequality but beliefs as well.
Classifications of stratification
· In modern Western societies, stratification is broadly organized into three main layers: upper class, middle class, and lower class.
· The upper class in modern societies is the social class composed of the wealthiest members of society, who also wield the greatest political power. The upper class is generally contained within the wealthiest 1–2 percent of the population, with wealth passed from generation to generation.
· In Max Weber’s socioeconomic terms, the middle class is the broad group of people in contemporary society who fall socioeconomically between the working class and upper class. The common measures of what constitutes middle class vary significantly between cultures.
· The working class describes the group of people employed in lower tier jobs, often including those in unemployment or otherwise possessing below-average incomes. Working classes are mainly found in industrialized economies and in urban areas of non-industrialized economies.
· 
Social Stratification and Marxism
· Marxist Theory: An economic and sociopolitical worldview and method of socioeconomic inquiry centered upon a materialist interpretation of history, a dialectical view of social change, and an analysis–critique of the development of capitalism.
· Conflict theories, such as Marxism, focus on the inaccessibility of resources and lack of social mobility found in stratified societies. Many sociological theorists have criticized the extent to which the working classes are unlikely to advance socioeconomically; the wealthy tend to hold political power which they use to exploit the proletariat inter-generationally.
· In Marxist theory, the capitalist mode of production consists of two main economic parts: the substructure and the superstructure. Marx saw classes as defined by people’s relationship to the means of productions in two basic ways: either they own productive property or they labor for others. The base comprehends the forces and relations of production: employer-employee work conditions, the technical division of labor, and property relations—into which people enter to produce the necessities and amenities of life. These relations determine society’s other relationships and ideas, which are described as its superstructure. The superstructure of a society includes its culture, institutions, political power structures, roles, rituals, and state.
· Social stratification has been shown to cause many social problems. A comprehensive study of major world economies revealed that homicide, infant mortality, obesity, teenage pregnancies, emotional depression, teen suicide, and prison population all correlate with higher social inequality.

There are three common characteristics of stratified systems:
1. Rankings apply to social categories of people who share a common characteristic without necessarily interacting or identifying with each other. The process of being ranked can be changed by the person being ranked, and it can differ based on race, gender, and social class.
2. People’s life experiences and opportunities depend on their social category. This characteristic can be changed by the amount of work a person can put into their interests. The use of resources can influence others.
3. The ranks of different social categories change slowly over time. This has occurred frequently in the United States ever since the American revolution—the U.S. Constitution has been altered several times to specify rights for everyone.

The Law as an Instrument of Oppression
· Anarchists and other libertarian socialists argue that police and law themselves are oppression. 
· The term oppression, in such instances, refers to the subordination of a given group or social category by unjust use of force or authority in order to achieve the effects of oppression.
· In psychology, racism, sexism and other prejudices are often studied as individual beliefs which, although not necessarily oppressive in themselves, can lead to oppression if they are codified in law or become parts of a culture.
· In sociology, prejudices are often studied as being institutionalized systems of oppression in some societies.
· In sociology and psychology, internalized oppression is the manner in which an oppressed group comes to use against itself the methods of the oppressor.

Crime and violence
Researchers tend to differ about the causes of criminal behaviour. Some posit that:
· Property crimes are the result of rational calculation of risk versus profitability.
· Crime occurs whenever there is unequal power and influence between competing groups.
· Crime will increase whenever there is social inequality.
· Strict law enforcement and harsh sentencing will resolve the crime problem.
· Prisons harden and teach criminals—causing as many problems as they solve.

Social Order
· The prevalence of harmonious relationships that exists only when people obey rules and social institutions are controlled and predictable.
· Social order is manufactured and protected by a society.
Social disorder
· The uncertain and unpredictable condition in which rules are not obeyed. 
· The environment is unsafe, and the boundaries of acceptable behaviour have broken down.

All societies have formal rules about what is good and bad behaviour, and punish bad behaviour.

Laws
· Rules of conduct that may provide for the punishment of violators (i.e., formal rules) about what a society’s members can and cannot do.
· Police and courts enforce these rules
Crime
· Any behaviour that, in a given time and place, is prohibited by applicable statutory law. When a law is violated, a crime is said to have been committed.
Crime in Canada and Elsewhere
· Canada crime statistics, which are based on ________________________, offer only a glimpse of the actual amount of crime in society.
· Of the many criminal incidents, only a few are reported, and even fewer result in arrests, convictions, and imprisonment.
· Measuring the total rate of crime is difficult because of incomplete self-reporting and police records.
· Victimization surveys offer the most precise data.

Crimes of Violence
· _______________________ account for only about 20% of the crime, contrary to the impression presented on the nightly news (Brennan and Dauvergne, 2011).
· __________________________: The traditionally illegal behaviours that most people think of as “crime” (e.g., homicide and sexual assault) are given the most media coverage but account for only 12% of crime.
· Crimes most people agree are serious and deserve harsh punishment.
· __________________: The killing of a human being by another, directly or indirectly, by any means, includes: 
· Murder (i.e., the unlawful killing of another human being with malicious intent) 
· Manslaughter (i.e., the unlawful killing of another person without sufficient intent to constitute murder)
· Men are more likely to be involved in homicide than women:
· ________ of offenders and _______ are victims male.
· We tend to kill and are killed by people we know.
· Assaults are common, accounting for 60% of all reported violent crimes (Statistics Canada, 2011a).
· ______________________: (i.e., defined as rape) is another form of violent crime. 
· Most sexual assault victims do not report their experience to the police because they are ashamed or embarrassed, and may believe they are partially responsible for the occurrence (Jones et al., 2009).
· ________________________: associated with gendered harassment, abuse, and violence.
· Most stalkers are former, rather than current, intimates, and are more likely to be men.

Non-Violent Crimes
· Most crimes in Canada are non-violent.
· Theft, break and enter, mischief and wilful damage, drug production and trafficking
· _____________________: Deviant behaviour often defined as immoral (e.g., gambling, prostitution, drug trafficking); provide the greatest opportunity for organized crime.
· _______________________: Committed by management and usually performed in the normal course of work usually by reputable organizations. 
· Governments give lower priority to this type of crime
· _____________________: A group or system of professional criminals who practise illegal activities as a way of life and whose criminal activities are co-ordinated and controlled through a hierarchical system of bosses.
· It prospers under four conditions in North America:
· Where scarcity and inequality are common,
· Where poverty and prejudice keep people from moving easily to find work elsewhere,
· In communities that lack good access to welfare, health care, good-quality ,and police protection, and 
· Among people who lack human capital and cultural capital.

The Demography of Crime
· Most perpetrators and the victims of crime tend to be the less-educated young_________________.
· ________________commit far fewer crimes than men, and this gender gap in crime—whether organized, professional, or amateur crime—is universal (Davies, 2008).
· Some researchers argue that ______________ and higher levels of ___________________ causes aggression males. 
· Others argue it is differential ___________________ (i.e., a more violent male subculture encouraging aggressive and violent behaviours to resolve problems).
· Gender of victims
· Just as criminal offenders are mainly ____________, so too are the victims of crime. 
· However, ________________ are disproportionately the perpetrators of domestic and sex-based crimes, and women are disproportionately their victims.
· Age
· ______________________ are more likely to commit crimes than old people, particularly property crimes.
· People aged 20–60 are more likely to be unemployed or to work in low-wage jobs.
· Aggression is a cultural norm for many young men.

Victimization
· Some people are at higher risk of victimization than others, include demographic variables (e.g., male, young, unmarried, or unemployed) (Arnold et al., 2005).
· Factors influencing community safety:
· Socio-economic vitality
· Social cohesion and trust
· Community resources and infrastructure
· Mechanisms of informal social control.
· Crime rates rise as neighbourhoods decline.
· Community cohesion is down and crime goes up.

Secondary Victimization
· It occurs not as a direct result of  the crime, but through the response of institutions and individuals to the victim.
· Refusal by law enforcement officers to recognize an individual’s experience as a victim of crime
· Intrusive or inappropriate conduct  by police or judicial officers
· Psychological stress associated with the criminal investigation and trial process
· Criminal justice processes and procedures that ignore, marginalize, or discount the role and input of the victim

Theoretical Perspectives on Crime
· Structural Functionalism 
· Social Disorganization Theory
· Social Bond Theory
· Strain Theory
· Subculture Theory
·  Conflict Theory 
· Social Constructionist Theory
· Labelling Theory
· Differential Association Theory 

Social Disorganization Theory
· Crime results from a breakdown in social norms and social integration following rapid social change.
· Leads to a loss of social cohesion, which in turn increases the likelihood of criminal behaviours such as robbery and assault.
· Exposure to chronic random violence produces individuals who are more likely to act violently.
· Increased cohesion reduces crime.

Social Bond Theory
· Travis Hirschi (1969) argued that developing strong social bond in childhood can prevent people from giving in to the temptation to commit criminal acts, but requires four elements:
1. An attachment to other people
2. A commitment to conventional goals
3. An involvement in conventional activities
4. A belief in the legitimacy of conventional values, norms, and moral standards encouraged by society
· Criminal activities increase where bonds are weak and individuals are exposed to anti-social values and activities.

Strain (Anomie) Theory
· Strain is produced when social structure prevents people from achieving culturally defined goals through legitimate means.
· Anomie is a condition characterized by a breakdown of norms and personal disorganization, which may lead to crime.

Subculture Theory
· Investigates the norms that set a group apart from mainstream society.
· Violent subcultures, such as gangs, provide minority youth with an alternative community for achieving social status, friendship, and economic mobility.
· Using violence to right a wrong or defend one’s honor may be considered justifiable under the value and belief systems of delinquents and criminals.

Conflict Theory
· Conflict theories of crime and violence point to inequalities in society as the cause of such deviant behaviour.
· Criminal activity increases as inequality increases.
· Dominant ideology and formal laws protect the privileged status of the ruling class and mask white-collar crimes that benefit the social elite.

Labelling Theory
· Deviance is not a quality of the act a person commits, rather a consequence of the application by others of rules and sanctions to an “offender.”
· Being labelled as deviant or criminal may promote further deviancy, and the person may be unable to escape stigmatization and internalizes the “deviant” identity.

Differential Association Theory
· Argues that people are social beings who tend to imitate each other to gain acceptance and approval.
· Through frequent and close association individuals eventually adopt the reasoning and rationale of their peers.
· Seeing criminals act illegally without consequence can teach others not only the techniques of crime, but motives, rationales, and attitudes of such a lifestyle.
· Thus by close and frequent association, individuals are socialized into a criminal environment and reproduce the prevailing order.

Social Consequences of Crime and Violence
· Poverty and inequality
· Media present violent street crimes.
· Most people arrested are under-educated, poor, unemployed, or working in low-wage, low-status jobs.
· Police, courts, and politicians target lower-income criminals and overlook upper-income criminals.
· There are equally high rates of crime among the wealthy.
· The racial dimension
· First Nations people make up 3% of the Canadian population but are over-representation in the criminal justice system accounting for 22% of crime.
· Explanations include:
· Racially prejudiced law enforcement and correctional system; 
· A conflict between the values of Aboriginal culture and mainstream Canadian culture; and, 
· The social and economic effects of colonization and oppression.















Reading - Societal Reactions to Deviance - Ryken Grattet
labelling theory (societal reaction perspective)
 - the idea that deviance and conformity result not so much from what people do as from how others respond to those actions
 - was declared dead by the mid-1990s

Three key stands of the societal reaction persprctive:
1. historical analyses of the development of deviant labels, 
2. studies of the dynamics and consequences of labeling,
3. research into the substantive (extra disciplinary) influences on the operation of formal social control organizations.

The societal reaction perspective views deviance as a product of the social interaction between individuals and various types of audiences, such as peer groups, anonymous onlookers, and representatives of formal social control organizations. Deviance is a designation—a label—that is attached to some individuals and not to others.

Edwin Lemert (1951)
· regarded deviance as “polygenetic”; in other words, the “original causes and antecedents of deviant behaviors are many and diversified.”
· When a person begins to employ his deviant behavior or a role based upon it as a means of defense, attack, or adjustment to the overt and problems created by the consequent societal reaction to him, his deviation is secondary.

Primary deviance:
· Deviance remains primary as long as it is ignored or rationalized away by others
· Explained away/ ignored
Secondary deviance:
· And employs a deviant concept of self as a basis of action
· Of special importance for the development of secondary deviance is crisis:
- Including severe societal reactions that challenges the person's concept of self
- The subject begins to doubt who they are.
- Constructed an idea of yourself based on the judgements of other people. 
- Calls an individual to challenge and question their current concept of self. 
- Suggestions of who they really are is being to individuals based on opinions of others
-   Typically there is a progressive reciprocal reaction between the behaviour and reaction:
Primary deviation -> penalties -> further primary deviance -> stronger penalties -> further deviation -> crisis -> secondary deviance

John Kitsuse (1962) 
· published Societal Reaction to Deviant Behavior: Problems of Theory and Method, which raised central theoretical issues and methodological concerns, noting that [a] sociological theory of deviance must focus specifically upon the interactions which not only define behaviors as deviant but also organize and activate the application of sanctions by individuals, groups, or agencies. 
· For in modern society, the socially significant differentiation of deviants from the nondeviant population is increasingly contingent upon circumstances of situation, place, social and personal biography, and the bureaucratically organized activities of agencies of control.

Erving Goffman (1963)
· Published Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity, which introduced the influential concept of stigma to describe the ways that occupants of certain social categories—the mentally ill, the disabled, and racial and ethnic minorities—are discredited and isolated in society and social interaction.

Thomas Scheff (1999 [1966]) 
· published Being Mentally Ill: A Sociological Theory, which expounds a labeling perspective on mental illness. Scheff put forward several hypotheses about “residual rule-breaking,” his term for deviant behavior that does not fit into existing categories like crime, sexual perversion, and poor manners and that includes behavior that has the potential to be labeled mental illness.

A summary of critics’ charges includes the following: The societal reaction perspective was not a theory because most or all of its central arguments did not lead to testable propositions about the causes of deviance， many of the core concepts were poorly defined 

the ideas that labeling results in subsequent deviance and that the social attributes of offenders are more important than the actual behavior of the labeled individual are empirically invalid; the perspective was freighted with political and moral undertones

The development of label:
· Like societal reaction scholarship before it, social problems work is concerned with the social processes that lead to the definition of some condition as a problem and, often along the way, some persons (i.e., deviants) as the source of that problem.
· The key studies of the social construction and “discovery” of social problems examined child abuse (Pfohl 1977), hyperactivity (Conrad 1975), spousal abuse (Tierney 1982), drunk driving (Gusfield 1981), stalking, hate crimes, wilding (Best 1999), and Satanism (Richardson et al. 1991). This work often focused on the role of “moral entrepreneurs,” including social movements (Tierney 1982), professionals (Pfohl 1977), and the media (Best 1999) in constructing deviants and victims as well as the social problems they reflect.
· Societal reaction concepts have been incorporated into empirical studies of the construction of social problems, medicalization, and criminalization.

Research on medicalization expanded with studies of the invention of medical labels for deviants:
· Medicalization of Deviance: instead of treating it as a moral problem, it is treating it as a medical problem
EX: drug rehabilitation
· Conrad (1992) delineated between the medicalization of deviant behavior and the medicalization of “natural life processes,” 
· Conrad shows how many of the same principles and techniques used to control deviants spread into the management of the problems of non-deviants as well. 
· The examination of medical labeling in different institutional settings was an important shift because it redirected attention to the broader systems of medical knowledge that give rise to categories and designations of illness. In effect, it situated the rise (and the fall) of medical labels within broader changes in the ideology, technologies, and social organization of medicine in society.

Moral panic
· Cohen 1972, 2002: A moral panic describes a situation in which a particular group of individuals—often individuals who are already socially marginal (e.g., young people, women, racial and ethnic minorities, the poor)—become seen as a threat to collective, or at least widely held, values.
· Young 2009: Moral panics occur during periods of social change, revealing a social and moral order in crisis.
· What defines a societal reaction as a moral panic is that the panic response is demonstrably disproportionate to the threat posed by the deviants.
· Moral panics are also defined by volatility; they emerge and spread rapidly, but are short-lived and fade quickly from public memory.
· Moral panics are constructed around the actions of “folk devils” by the media, social movements, experts, elites, and other moral entrepreneurs. 
· “Folk devils are created, deviant stereotypes identifying the enemy, the source of the threat, selfish, evil wrongdoers who are responsible for the trouble” (Goode & Ben- Yehuda 1994). 
· “Folk devils” is a sociological construct, rather than a label used by the exponents of a given moral panic—a kind of metalabel that captures a type of societal reaction to deviance.
· The claim that a social reaction merely a moral panic in fact, has become a familiar move in any public conversation about social problems or societal risks. 
· The study of moral panics places the development of deviant labels in a broader societal context, focusing on the symbolic universes and moral boundaries that are invoked to render certain groups folk devils and threatening enemies of society.

The consequences of labeling 
· the first strand of the societal reaction perspective is concerned with why labels emerge and take the form they do.
· the second strand focuses on the consequences for individuals of having a label applied to them. The largest portion of this strand has been devoted to research on the concept of “stigma”
1. Social stigma is the disapproval of, or discrimination against, a person based on perceivable social characteristics that serve to distinguish them from other members of a society. 
2. Social stigmas are commonly related to culture, gender, race, intelligence and health.

· In recent years, analyses of the dynamics and consequences of stigma have proliferated in medical and mental health, epidemiology and public health ,management, gender and sexuality, and disability and the body, as well as research into how stigma is manifest in non- Western sociocultural contexts in relation to medical and mental illness, as well as research into how stigma is manifest in non- Western sociocultural contexts in relation to medical and mental illness, Research has focused on how being labeled mentally ill activates stereotypes and prejudices, which in turn lead to an eroding of the labeled person’s sense of self and to discrimination and social exclusion. Work has also focused on how sexual orientation, gender, and race can amplify stigma as well as how stigma is shaped by interactional, organizational, and broader cultural contexts. Other work examines how labeled individuals resist stigma

Most people seeking mental health services do so voluntarily, not because they are labeled by a social control agent. As individuals experience emotional distress, they rely upon widely held understandings of mental illness to interpret their own behavior. 
· Thoits argued that this “self-labeling” is more consequential for the emergence of a deviant identity than is labeling by others. Continuing this line of inquiry, recent work by Thoits (2011a) shows that self-labeling is contingent upon an individual’s social supports and the seriousness of his or her mental health issues.

Link and colleagues (1989): put forward a modified labeling theory of mental illness. This model rejects the formulation that labeling causes mental illness, focusing on the kinds of intervening processes and factors that increase or decrease the negative consequences of labeling. 
· The negative effects of labeling, including social exclusion and rejection by others as well as feelings of shame, low self-esteem, and depression, are contingent upon prior socialization and beliefs about mental illness, as well as the expectations of members of the labeled individual’s social networks and the wider society (Link 1987).
· If individuals fear that they will be discredited and devalued because of being labeled, then they may try to keep secret their mental illness and withdraw from social interactions that risk revealing it. 
· If they withdraw from social interaction, hold secret their mental status, and subscribe to the belief that their mental illness makes them “less socially fit,” then they are at greater risk for recurrence of the baseline mental issues that lay behind their decision to seek treatment in the first place. Thus, the negative consequences of labeling are mediated by how the labeled individual responds to being labeled (Link et al. 1989). 

Paternoster & Iovanni (1989) 
· status characteristics hypothesis: in labeling theory: the effects of status characteristics on labeling
· secondary deviation hypothesis: the effects of labeling on subsequent involvement in deviance 
· “work conducted thus far says more about its critics than about labeling theory itself”

Chiricos et al. (2007) 
· argue that in the traditional labeling perspective there are two underlying processes that can affect a deviant’s response to being labeled: identity transformation and structural impediments.

1. The first is that the labeling process produces a transformation in identity, as the deviant begins to see him or herself as an offender and acts accordingly (follows Lemert’s secondary deviation theory)
Matsueda’s (1992) study of delinquents highlighted the role of parents as crucial in the process of identity change which showed that “reflected appraisals,” judgments by significant others regarding a juvenile’s behavior, affect the juvenile’s self-conception and, in turn, the juvenile’s involvement in delinquency.  

2. While labeling can produce a transformation of identity, it can also introduce structural impediments to a conventional life. Recent work in criminology from a life course perspective has emphasized structural impediments.
Sampson & Laub (1997): 
· contend that labeling theory is the only theoretical perspective in criminology that is inherently developmental in nature.
· They put forward the notion of “cumulative disadvantage,” which refers to the consequences of iterative involvement in criminal sanctioning over the life course.Cumulative disadvantage is generated most explicitly by the negative structural consequences of criminal offending and official sanctions for life chances. 
· The theory specifically suggests a “snowball” effect—that adolescent delinquency and its negative consequences (e.g., arrest, official labeling, incarceration) increasingly “mortgage” one’s future, especially later life chances molded by school and employment.
Pager’s (2007) 
· The concept of a “negative credential” to describe these effects. “Negative credentials are those official markers that restrict access and opportunity rather than enabling them” (Pager 2007, p. 32). 
· She finds that negative credentialing is particularly consequential for blacks—that black offenders have “two strikes” against them when it comes to securing a job by virtue of their race and their criminal histories. 
· Pager’s work is also useful for countering the simplistic treatments of the secondary deviation hypothesis: that labeling leads directly to further involvement in deviance. She details the way criminal labeling affects employment opportunities, which leads to greater likelihood of reinvolvement in crime
· The lesson, which resonates with the research on mental illness on the contingency of labeling effects, is that labeling produces intervening processes that themselves may generate further involvement or, in some cases, desistance.

The operation of formal social control organizations
Whereas research on the consequences of labeling focuses on the aftermath of labeling, a third strand of societal reaction theory focuses on how agents of social control organizations label particular individuals and thereby seek to manage deviance.

Michel Foucault – Discipline. 
- Foucault argues that discipline is a mechanism of power that regulates the thought and behavior of social actors through subtle means.
- How institutions come up with technologies and strategies to impose control on populations
· The prison system
· Speed cameras
· Detention
· Stigmatisation

Creating deviant identities:
· Discrepancies between an actor's virtual and actual identities "spoils" the play
· Individuals give up playing non-deviant roles are more likely to "give up" when they fail
· While individuals playing deviant roles are more likely to continue when they succeed


Class 13 – deviance and the life course

The life course perspective:

The Principle of life-span Development: 
· Human development and aging are lifelong processes
· Understanding developmental processes is advanced by taking a long-term perspective. 
· Development does not end at age 18. 
· Adults can and do experience fundamental changes biological, psychological, social-that are developmentally meaningful.
The Principle of human agency
· Individuals construct their own life course through the choices and actions they take within the opportunities and constraints of history and social circumstance.
The Principle of historical time and geographic place
· The life course of individuals is embedded and shaped by the historical times and places they experience over their lifetime.
· Individuals and birth cohorts are influenced by historical context and place.
The Principle of timing of decisions
· The developmental antecedents and consequences of life transitions, events, and behavioral patterns vary according to their timing in a person's life
· The same events or experiences may affect individuals in different ways depending on when they occur in the life course (George, 1993). 
· The very meaning of the event can change at different developmental stages (Wheaton, 1990). 
The Principle of linked lives
· Lives are lived interdependently and socio-historical influences are expressed through this network of shared relationships
· Because lives are lived interdependently, transitions in one person's life often entail transitions for other people as well. 





Reading - Crime and Deviance over the Life Course: The Salience of Adult Social Bonds - Robert J. Sampson and John H. Laub

· The life course has been defined as "pathways through the age differentiated life span," where age differentiation "is manifested in expectations and options that impinge on decision processes and the course of events that give shape to life stages, transitions, and turning points"

Two central concepts underlie the analysis of life course dynamics:
1. Trajectories:
· A trajectory is a pathway or line of development over the life span such as work life, marriage, parenthood, self-esteem, and criminal behavior.
· These pathways are shaped by historical forces and are often structured by social institutions. 
· Trajectories refer to long-term patterns of behavior and are marked by a sequence of life events and transitions
· Individuals generally work out their own life course and trajectories in relation to institutionalized pathways and normative patterns. 
· Large-scale social forces can alter these pathways through planned interventions (e.g., funding for tertiary education) and unplanned changes (e.g., economic cycles and war). 
· Individuals choose the paths they follow, yet choices are always constrained by the opportunities structured by social institutions and culture. 
· 
2. Transitions:
· Transitions are specific life events that are embedded in trajectories and evolve over shorter time spans (e.g., first job or first marriage). Some of them are age-graded and some are not. What is often assumed to be important is the timing and the ordering of significant life events.
· Transitions often involve changes in status or identity, both personally and socially, and thus open up opportunities for behavioral change. (ex. Marriage – devoice; Employment-retirement).
· Transitions early in life may also have lifelong implications for trajectories, by shaping later events, experiences, and other transitions. (ex. Early childbearing; Military experience)

3. Turning points:
· The concept of trajectories and transitions are related; “the interlocking nature of trajectories and transitions, within and across life stages, may generate turning points or a change in course".
· Turning points involve a substantial change in the direction of one's life, whether subjective or objective.(ex. Returning to school; war)
· Adaptation to life events is crucial: "The same event or transition followed by different adaptations can lead to different trajectories".
· This perspective implies both a strong connection between childhood events and experiences in young adult- hood, and that transitions or turning points can modify life trajectories - they can "redirect paths."

Criminology and the Life Course
· Children who initially display high rates of antisocial behavior are more likely to persist in this behavior than children who initially show lower rates of antisocial behavior.
· early aggressiveness predicted later antisocial behavior, including criminal behavior, spouse abuse, traffic violations, and self-reported physical aggression and conclude that, whatever its causes, "aggression can be viewed as a persistent trait that. . . possesses substantial cross-situational constancy"
· "There appears to be far more heterogeneity in types and pat- terns of deviant and criminal behavior than previous work has suggested. There is evidence that many juvenile offenders do not become career offenders"
· Using a prospective longitudinal design to study the underclass, Long and Vaillant (1984) found both discontinuity and continuity across three generations of subjects: the transmission of their parents' chaotic or dependent life styles was not inevitable or even very likely. 
· Salient life events influence behavior and modify trajectories: marriage led to "increasing social stability; while marriage did not reduce criminality, it reduced some antisocial behavior; episodes of unemployment lead to higher crime rates

Childhood behavior and informal social control over the life course:
Recognizing the importance of both stability and change in the life course, our model focuses on two propositions: 

1. childhood antisocial behavior (e.g., juvenile delinquency, conduct disorder, violent temper tantrums) is linked to a wide variety of troublesome adult behaviors including criminality, general deviance, offenses in the military, economic dependency, educational failure, employment instability, and marital discord. These long-term relationships are posited to occur independent of traditional variables such as social class background and race/ethnicity. 
2. social bonds to adult institutions of informal social control (e.g., family, education, neighborhood, work) influence criminal behavior over the life course despite an individual's delinquent and antisocial background. 
· social control theory: crime and deviance result when an individual' s bond to society is weak or broken.
· Forces on the quality or strength of social ties more than the occurrence or timing of specific life events. 
· Ex. marriage per se does not increase social control, a strong attachment to one's spouse and close emotional ties increase the social bond between individuals and, all else equal, should lead to a reduction in criminal behavior. 
· Ex. employment per se does not increase social control. It is employment coupled with job stability, job commitment, and ties to work that should increase social control and, all else equal, lead to a reduction in criminal behavior
· it is the social investment or social capital in the institutional relationship, whether it be in a family, work, or community setting, that dictates the salience of informal social control at the individual level.

Conclusion 
· used a life-course model that recognizes the early childhood differences and adult life events matter. 

· The basic organizing principle derived from linking the life course perspective with social control theory is that both continuity and change are evident, and that trajectories of crime and devi- ance are systematically modified by social bonds to adult institutions of informal social control.
