
INTRO CLASS





Thursday May 3rd, 2018
___________________________________________________________________________________
What is Politics?
The issue of scarcity→ there’s not enough stuff in this physical finite world
· - This creates conflict/loss/vulnerability. People are afraid they don’t have enough (food, shelter, health)
· Politics→ how to settle these conflicts (in a public space/through public authority)

- Not private space (family, workplace, church)

- Marxist; claims there was a fundamental of society space through class (factory owners would be bourgeoisie; workers had to work + follow the factory owners instructions)

- Feminists; personal is political (liberal feminist; equality for the law—> divorce, abortion, marital, pension)
· Power—> a monopoly on the legitimate use of force (the STATE)

- how powerful/extensive should authority be?

- legitimacy= magic—> both external (police) and internal (we choose to obey the laws at stake)
Week 1






Tuesday May 8th, 2018
Political Culture
______________________________________________________________________
· Political culture—> 60s-70s

- US + Canada
· Trump

- jobs

- unvarnished (speaks his mind; transparent)

- extreme/outsider

- tradition/family values when it comes to voting
· Dixiecrats= social conservatives. Winning Dixiecrats over was key for republicans to take over congress
· Democracy
1- voting? — (aggregation—> recall; distilled interests—> expertise)
2- deliberate debate
3- stability— crises— effectivity
Political Culture
· What makes Canada Canadian?
1) historical events
2) Values
· Deference
· Beliefs
3) Constitution


/


Institutions (rules)
· UK= none


 


- BNA Act 91-92—> rules on
· US Majesty





- Charter 1982—> ruling
4) Socialization practices
· school activities
3 main approaches to political culture:
3) Fragment Theory—> European settlers brought their cultural values with them
· Ex) French Canadians: brought pre-revolutionary France values (collectivist/conservative agricultural values) ; 1604 France= pre-revolutionary, R.C., large families
· English Canada: all about the loyalists -1776 (English people coming from the US and the kind of values they had; business/middle-class; crown; protestant)—> moral individualists; all about personal freedom and individual self realization  

- Tory—> likes equality but also has room for liberal thinking (aristocratic order)

- open to government intervention
· Ralston Saul—> a fair country 

- first nations (Canada has a tolerance to outsiders, compared to Europe—> 



  multiculturalism)


- equalitarian
2)  Formative Events—> Historical events- Lipset formative
· American Revolution—> Loyalist; crown
· Western:
· Alberta—> discovery of oil (individualistic)
· Saskatchewan—> Riel Rebellion (collective/group-minded)


—> Depression; natural disasters (1930)
· Manitoba—> Riel; General strike in 1919 over wages (everything stopped- no food coming into the city, no transportation— lasted 2 weeks) = polarization (more like Saskatchewan— collective)
3) Staples Approach —> shape political structures, interactions and economy
· Harold Innis; Mel Watkins
· Political economy
·  branch plants; 
· other directives
· centre periphery —> (London— settlers, top-hats, cod used by British traders dealing w/ Catholic countries)
· Lumber
· Grain (strong collective quality to farming)
· ***Oil
· Fur trade
· American manufacturing 
Week 2






Tuesday May 15, 2018
Structures of Government
__________________________________________________________________
· Canadian parliament constitutional monarchy—> Head of State —Queen of Canada/LG/GG






        —> Head of government (Prime Minister)
· Westminister system= UK Parliament
· Republic= no king—> US, Australia
· French:
· head of state— voting
· parliament— coalition. 
· ** 338 seats; 170 needed to make the minority**—> if 170 is not met, parties need to keep being added until the minority is met 
· Representation by population= everyone in the parliaments’ voice is equal 
· King-Byng Affair

· Legislative= house of commons + Senate
· Judiciary— SCC
· Caucus
· Bill —> law
· House of Commons. (readings): 
1. Intro + 1sst
2.  2nd reading- debate + vote
3.  committee- examination 
4.  report- amendment + vote
5. debate + vote —> passes :
· Senate
6. Intro + reading
7. 2nd reading + debate
8. Committee 
9. Raport
10. Third reading on changes + vote—> passes :
· Federal government: has 3 sections
· Party politics:  - inevitable
· Natural
· Direct democracy—> we have an actual say (like an ongoing referendum)
· No expert debate
· Deliberation
· Reading
· First Past the Post (FPTP): 
· Distorts
· majority wins
· Strategic voting —> run-offs


   —> coalitions w/ smaller parties


   —> minority 
· biases against smaller parties
· Proportional representation(PR)- comes in many flavours:

- List proportion—> can be closed list (single vote for a member of party) or open list (run-offs, coalitions w/ smaller parties, minorities) —> most likely will end up with coalitions floor 
** 83 countries in the world use this, including Denmark, Norway
· Mixed member: votes have two votes; one vote for candidate independently (or can be affiliated w/ the party) and second for the party or the candidate on the party list ; one can be selected for the party or voted individually 
· Semi Proportional- single transferrable vote —> want to mix the proportional stuff w/ the grounded stuff of the constituency
** 2 countries that use this: Ireland and Malta* 


—> voters rank candidates in order of preference (sometimes forced to choose all options)— less party-based

—> In order to be elected, candidates must meet the quota 
· Savoie —> PMO
· A problem because it takes away power from our parliament and civil services
· Agents of parliament—> examples: auditor generals 
· Chief electoral officers: in charge of the party’s apparatus (10 yrs); report regularly to the parliament as a whole
· Commissioner of official languages: watch over the protection of the bilingual nature of the country. Makes sure the country stays bilingual.
· Information commissioner: access to information issue—> ppl who watch over citizens who can access publication of hidden documents (watches over Information act); report regularly to the parliament
· Privacy commissioner: make reports on the state’s protection of data. 
Week 3







    Tuesday May 22, 2018
______________________________________________________________________________
· Savoie

- PMO— PCO Policy

- old days (no medicare until late 60s) — Saskatchewan-40, Manitoba- 50 —> medical 



insurance, unemployment insurance, pension, university

- Charter BNA (British North American Act) - 1867

-Before that: government was responsible for army borders, currency trade (Trudeau/



Nixon) —> Opening of China to the West

- These roles can make the Parliament irrelevant ?

- AGENTS (all neutral— non-political, report to the parliament):
·  Auditor general (looks over the finances of the government to see if they’ve been mismanaged
· Chief Electoral Officer (person running the neutral system)- responsible for registration of political parties, enforcement of the elections act, make reports on state affairs; answers only to the parliament
· Commissioner of Official Languages (watch over country’s legal languages)
· Information Commissioner (investigates people who believe they have been —> important part to keep government accountable)
· Policy commissioner: watching to make sure the parliament is protected; mandate to promote privacy 
· Conflict of Interest and Ethics Commissioner 
· Commissioner of Lobbying (7 yr term)
· Public Sector Integrity Commissioner 
Federalism
Confederal 




Federal



Unitary
· Switzerland (EU)

 - Canada, US, Germany

- UK (London), France (Paris)
 


National Level -“federal”


Sub-national Level -“provincial”


- trade





- hospitals/health care


- territory- army 



- education


- navigation/shipping



- municipalities (cities)


- post





- natural resources 


- bank


- coast/freeland 


- criminal law
· Federal system has a dual political allegiance

- divided—> Pierre Trudeau believed in the protecting minorities + blunts total power 
· Federal system allows provinces to get a kind of customized level of government —> can have their unique needs met ; provides a local control to things that are near the hearts of the population like:

- education

- health
· 1867- BNA Act Confederation
· 1875- Supreme Court—> judicial committee of the Privy Council
· 1949- no more JCPC Trade
· 1870-1930- West
· 1980- PET -NEProgram
· 1982- interp commerce

- indirect tax- nat. resource

- Alberta + BC - interprovincial ; has the ability to make environmental audits 

- FN consulting (exploit; tax on pipelines) — municipal services

- Businesses— jobs (don’t provide jobs, are involved in the production of jobs)
· Pierre Trudeau—> federalism is national
· Nazism 
· Self promotion/self determination
· Minorities
· Cultural/economic
· Patriotism 
· Sovereignty
· Ethnic nationalism = X
· Civic nationalism —> French Canadian culture 
· Quebec church: - welfare
· Education (university)
· Child welfare
· Unions

** Duplessis wanted to de-secularize the church 
· Old-style nationalists —> Duplessis; the church           (PQ)
· Neo-nationalists —> Laurendeau; Levesque                 (PQ)

—> idea was to modernize Quebec; make it secular and economic 



nationalism
· “cité-libre” —> Pierre Elliot Trudeau                            (PQ)
—> focus on rights; economic liberation; secular
· Federation (the country)

—> 

—> packaging

—> constitution 
· Multicultural policies designed for Western Canada (Toronto, Vancouver)
· Compact: a union between two founding provinces (Eng/Fr)
- Quebec: short change—> power, money
· Contract: between 10 provinces equal ; modern

- fair change—> (PEI, Ontario?)
Week 4







    Tuesday May 29, 2018
______________________________________________________________________________
The Constitution
· BNA Act of 1867— Charter of Right Amending Formula
· Bill—> law 
· Treaties
Indigenous Issues
· 1876
· states who counts
· Local government—> band council- Indian agent (person who needs to allow permission for people to leave the reserve)- gatekeeper 
· Take the kids and bring them to residential schools 
· Manage resources + money 
· Benefit of free university education (sometimes) 
· Taxes (Indigenous people have to pay tax)
· 1840-1930—> Residential schools
· Last residential school closed in 1995
· 80 schools; 6-15 FN kids
· Overcrowded + distant 
· Substance abuse —> FASD 
· Pure contact
· elected vs hereditary (Haida)
· Potlatch- party—> banned in 1950, a part of the Indian act
British Columbia
· Makak
· no vote
· No law or politics 
· No alcohol (not just drink-wise— can’t work at factories who use alcohol with production; no hospitals bc of synthetics; etc)
· 160-320 acres allowed for farming (white people)— natives would get 20 acres of bad land 
· 1969 - White paper
· FN —> red paper —Oka, Meech Lake Accord (21 June)
4) Infrastructure
5) Transient 
Week 5







    Tuesday June 5, 2018
______________________________________________________________________________
Political Economy
· Harold Innis—> the master of the field; huge influence to Staples theory
· Naylor
· Wallace
· Clement
· Watkins
· Mckenzie Macintosh 
· Levitt
—> all major influences on Canadian political life 
· 1850- Industrial Revolution — Coal
· 1867- Confederation
· 1873- National Policy 

1. Tariff—> plan was to tax American goods (a way to protect Tariff industry; benefits 


local suppliers. Only put tariffs on goods that come into the country, protect our local 

goods)

2. Railway

3. People - immigrant—> UK + Russia+Nordic—Germany
· 1930s- Economic Nationalism

UK

US
1926-   44%

53%
1945-   25%

70%  
—> (WW2)
1955-   18%

70%
2018-    

70%
· American branch plants (factories have branches; a manufactory branch is in Canada, 

therefore it is not subject to a tariff)
· foreign priorities
· R+D + tech
· Target
· Marketing 
· Legal sovereignty (Americans protect their company under control regulation— Sherman Act: America decides which country subsidiaries could/could not trade with) 
· St. Laurent
· 1958- “Gordon Commission” 
· Pierre Trudeau
· 1968— “Watkins Report” 

- Africa + SE Asia
· 1970- Wahn Report - 51% ownership
· 1972- Gray—> FIRA
· National Energy Program (NEP): used to suppress over domination over Canada’s oil companies (oil prices were high)

- Alta— remote + weird= $$ 

- natural gas— fracking ; Bakken formation (huge, bigger than Saudi Arabia’s oil. Enough to bake the world forever)
· Staples trap— Harold Innis: Canada’s economic industry has been extremely reliant on Staple products **all export driven** 
· Fur—> fuelled economy- provided top hand industry to France+Europe < top-hats
· Cod- fish market  < R.C.
· Wheat in the West  <
· Lumber (still with us)— especially in BC + Canadian Shield; exports for Japan + US
· Oil (some would argue more recently)— the pardon trap in addition to the staples
· Norway 1990— $800 billion
· Alberta 1976- $16 billion
—> Staples are okay if you start with them. 
Urban Planning
· Canada=one of the most urbanized countries int he world
· population: 80% urban, 64% in 27 cities
· Economy: 7 largest metro areas now generate 45% GDP 
· institutions— under the control of the province. Feds can’t get in, boundaries are guarded. They an only get there through their own exclusive powers under the constitution; with spending power)
· Money: 
· transfer from $
· Property taxes- $3500
· Business property taxes 
· STM- Metro + REM transit
· road maintenance
· school bus
· parks + recreation
· city inspection
· permits
· public libraries
Trends in Canadian Urban Planning
· 1900-1930 — industry (buildings, factories). Gvmnts were interested in making sure links were operational (rail, shipping)
· Housing— would be right next to the factories; high density; trainways, street corners, sideway
· governance— infrastructure ; charity 
· Problems— in the area of services (The great depression—> people had he desire to change the role of gvmt) 
· 1940-1970— Depression; Keynesion
· 1960-70s
· Neighbourhood
· Rotten 
· No money 
· 1980-2000s
· Neo-liberal 
· Cost-cutting
· User fees
· Flight tax
· Service jobs (call centres)
· Decentralize + deregulation 
Week 6







    Tuesday June 12, 2018
______________________________________________________________________________
Foreign Policy/Domestic Policy
· Domestic Policy—> institution, cities
· Foreign Policy—> international relations (IR)
· rules/conventions
· authority/gvmt (UN)
· Hague
· Peace (military); Pearson + PET—> “middle power”
· Economy/trade
· Immigration
· PET— open
· link= China, Cuba
· Foreign policy issues:
· Refugees
· NAFTA
· FTA
· Status autopact
· Military
· Climate issues /Arctic sovereignty
· Pipelines (why is he okaying it? because of cash, jobs
· Terrorism 
Right Wing   More government





Individual—> individual/family (what they can achieve)


Focus on individual freedom, preserve their own rights


Republicans (Rockefeller)


Rational autonomous people working hard and getting ahead, using that towards their own goals


Getting rid of the gvmt, individual is free to roam society and organizing political life/community as they seek it—> strong emphasis on striving and doing your best


Conservatives—> Tories


Poor are poor bc they fail to work hard/show initiative


Christian democrats (Europe)





Left Wing  Less government





Collective—> government as a whole


Social democrats


NDP (in Canada)


government—> build highways, infrastructure, medicare, welfare (pension)


All sorts of people who cannot fiction as a fit individually cultured paradigm—> children, old people, mothers


Democrats


Trickled down (Milton Fried)


 Issues with stagflation—> inflation + stagnation





**Examples of how historical events can shape how a political culture can shape up our society in place





NDP 





Tarifts


Working


Union-friendly legislation (teachers, nurses)








Liberals





middle class focus (smart bc. Canada is majorly a middle class society)


Urban needs


Professional people (doctors)





Conservatives





Closed


TPP


More business-like (oil companies—> Bombardier) *JOBS*





Federal 





Ottawa= national (interest) level


Other provinces= subnational interests











Unitary 





Paris











Confederal 





Switzerland—> provinces have all the power











FN/Ab Act= both federal+provincial





Federal





Canada (provinces)


US (states)


Germany (provinces)


Australia (provinces)











Confederal 





Switzerland (EU?) 


Cantons (7 persons committee











Unitary





England (London)


France (Paris) 


—> could be ppl who have lived in Manchester their whole life, but still responsible for making big decisions









