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The plant “Aralia nudicaulis”, more commonly known as Wild Sarsaparilla, was found most predominately in the field, the forest and the ecotone. These ecosystems are the three driest ecosystems in the Mer Blue Conservation Area which would mean that the plant is accustomed to a dry habitat. The field is very dry, receiving water only from the rain. The forest can be a little wetter because of the humidity from the trees and the ecotone is the wettest of the three ecosystems, as its soil is more likely to retain some excess water from the bog making it wetter than the forest. 

If there was a partial draining of the Marsh, the some of the habitats in question would be affected. The ecotone would be the most affected as it is closer to the marsh than the other two ecosystems and would only rely partially on the water from the marsh. The ecotone is a sandy area that serves as a transition zone between the marsh and bog, and the forest and field. There is likely a small amount of water in the soil, making the habitat moist. The forest and field would hardly be affected at all by draining as they already rely primarily on rainwater.  

Overall the Wild Sarsaparilla would be unaffected by partial draining of the marsh as the majority of its habitats are sustained primarily by rainwater. The majority of the populations in the field and forest would not change, however, the Sarsaparilla growing in the ecotone may experience a slight decrease and would likely have to re-acclimatize to the dryness. In addition, it could be possible for the Sarsaparilla to begin growing in the wetter habitats if the drainage was drastic enough causing an overall increase in the number of plants.
