3. COLONIAL AFRICA: Slavery, Colonialism, and the Scramble for Africa
The Process to Colonialism

· Exploration

· Trade

· Slavery (Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade)

· Christian Missionary Works

Slave Trade in African History
· The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade was not the only slave trade in Africa

· By 1000 AD: 

· Captives taken from across the Sahara, the Red Sea, and the coast of East Africa 

· To North Africa, the Mediterranean, the Middle East, and throughout the Indian Ocean

· Taken to Asia as servitude (much in the hands of Muslims)

· Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

· 1440s: Portuguese mariners first began to kidnap and purchase Africans into slavery

· 1867: the last recorded slaving voyage to the Americas

· Most slaves in Africa were war captives

· Once enslaved, an individual had no personal or civil rights

· Owners could order slaves to do any kind of work, punish them, and sell them as chattel

· Most slaves worked as cultivators

Indigenous African Slavery

· Slavery by Africans within Africa in the hands of Africans

· Not mainly an economic institution, but to increase the size of one’s own group 

· For prestige

· Military power

· Wealth

· Women were more desirable than men
· Slaves were assimilated into the master’s social group as
· Inferior members
· But with rights and obligations 
· A second generation slave could not be sold (or regarded as slave in most cases)
· Slaves belonging to important people may rise to positions of command over free men
· May continue to use their own names, marry (including from masters family), own property, etc.
Other Slave Trades

· Southern Europe-Mediterranean slavery

· Christians enslaved Moslems

· Moslems enslaved Christians

· Until the 14th century not many Africans were involved in the Mediterranean slavery
· Mediterranean slavery served 3 purposes:
· Domestic service
· Provide oarsmen for the galleys (naval ships)
· Concentrate people for new enterprises (mines and plantations)
Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

· ‘Discovery ’ of America

· Explorations to Sub-Saharan Africa

· New enterprises in the Americas

· Labor (sources: Europe, America, Africa)

· Disease and death

· Indigenous African Slavery

· Africans –best survived in the Americas
· 1440s Portuguese mariners first began to kidnap and purchase Africans into slavery

· By 1867 (the last recorded slaving voyage to the Americas) about:

· 12 million slaves were taken from the continent

· Excluding lives lost in the process

· Those enslaved but not exported

· Born but died in captivity and onboard vessels
· 1527-1867: About 27,000 slaving voyages from Africa to the New World

· 1699-1845: About 55 shipboard rebellions

· Britain, France, and Portugal were the most important slave carriers

· British ships had carried the largest proportion of slaves across the see

Slave Importation Yearly Averages

· Before 1600 annual average: less than 2,000

· By the 18th century: average rose to about 55,000

· 1780s: the peak with average of 88,000

· A Third of slaves went to Brazil alone

· About half went to the Caribbean

· Only about 6 percent came to the US

Abolition of Slave Trade

· Britain abolished the Trade in 1807

· But about 3,000 Africans were still transported to the Americas after that

· Slavery was not abolished in Brazil until 1888

· British motives for abolishing was of economic self interest and humanitarianism

Triangular Trade

· The demand for labour in the western hemisphere stimulated a profitable three-legged trading pattern

· European manufactured goods, namely cloth and metal wares, especially firearms, went to Africa where they were exchanged for slaves
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The slaves were then shipped to the Caribbean and Americas where they were sold for cash or sometimes bartered for sugar or molasses

· Then the ships returned to Europe loaded with American products

Difference in Slave Trade in Africa: Moslem vs. Trans-Atlantic

· In the Americas slaves work in the plantations

· In the Moslem world, they were in domestic servitude

· Twice as many men as women went across the Atlantic

· Twice as many women as men went to the Moslem world

· Slaves were more easily integrated into the larger society in the Moslem world than in the Americas

Impact of Slave Trade in Africa

· Instability (ethnic/state wars among Africans)

· The “Gun-slave cycle”

·  Demographic and population impact (drain, relocation, displacement)

· It forestalled some of the positive trades

· Created the African Diaspora (dispersion of people from their original homeland)
Colonialism in Africa: Contributing Factors

· Earlier European exploration and ‘legitimate trade’ with Africa

· Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade and its abolition

· Christian missionary works

· Progress of European technology: more effective weapons and resources

· Progress in medicine

· European political desire for empire building

Participating Powers in Colonialism

· Portugal

· Britain

· France

· Belgium

· Italy

· Germany

· Spain

Aim and ‘Rationale’ for Colonization

· Ennobling mission

· Expand European imperial/political power

· Economic advancement-trade

· Racism 

· ‘Civilize’ a backward, benighted people

· Govern people who cannot govern themselves

Forms of Annexation

· Competitive Annexation took place on two separate spheres:

· One in Europe and one in Africa

· It led to series of diplomatic crises

· Fighting

· Bargaining

· Mapping territories

· Africa was compartmentalized by Europeans between 1882-1902 and colonized

· The ‘Scramble for Africa’ at the Berlin Conference in 1884-1885

· Only Ethiopia was never conquered

· Liberia not colonized but was under US control

Forms and Conditions of Conquest

· Pre-colonial political structures in Africa

· Large powerful states with central political head

· Societies with highest political authority at the village level 

· Military action

· Negotiations

· Compromise and allies e.g. Fante, British, and Asante in Ghana in early 19th century

· Colonization was violent, exploitative, and traumatic

The Scramble for Africa

· Also known as the Race for Africa or Partition of Africa was a process of invasion, occupation, colonization and annexation of African territory by European powers 
· Took place during the New Imperialism period, between 1881 and World War I in 1914
· As a result of the heightened tension between European states the partitioning of Africa may be seen as a way for the Europeans to eliminate the threat of a Europe-wide war over Africa
White Man’s Grave

· The nickname is a result of the high mortality rate among white missionary and colonists in Africa
· Due to the tropical climate, diseases, and sanitation
Decolonizing Africa: Struggle for Independence
· Factors that necessitated independence:

· Liquidation of European empires

· The 1st and 2nd World Wars

· African’s role in the World Wars

· Rise of Nationalism: 

· Resistance and protest against colonialism

· Against racism and inferiority label

· ‘Educated’ Africans wanted better conditions

· Influences from Asia and America

· Africans educated in the West
· Methods:

· Protests by the ordinary people of the land

· Demand for representation in government

· Formation of societies, e.g. the Aboriginal Rights Protection Society in the Gold Coast

· Insurrections breakouts, e.g. Algeria in 1945, Madagascar in 1947

· Formation of political parties by Western educated Africans from the 1940s
· National Council of Nigeria 
· Convention People’s Party (Gold Coast, Ghana)
· Reassembling Democratique Africaine (French West Africa)
· Independence
· 1951: CPP led by Kwame Nkrumah (in prison at the time) won first election in the Gold Coast with first sub-Saharan independence in 1957 (Ghana) 

· 1994: ANC won the first non-racial South African election to bring decolonization of Africa to a ‘close’
· After the 1960s sub-Saharan per capita income decreased 
· Europeans handed rule over to Africans for the first time

· Food production decreased

· Population increased

· Educated Africans were a minority, leadership was not strong

· Countries had to fight to gain independence

· Many Africans did not agree with the borders drawn during the scramble for Africa, resulting in conflict

The Mau Mau and Struggle for Independence
· Mau Mau was an underground political movement (uprising) organized by the people of Kenya against colonial rule 

· An attempt by Africans to change the system of economic and social injustice 
· Directed towards achieving independence
· Kikuyu tribe was denied fertile land

· Mau-Mau rebellion 1952-1959 

· 32 white settlers killed

·  A minimum of 11,000 Kikuyu killed

· Britain established concentration camps for suspected Mau Mau oath-takers in the Kikuyu population

· “Short, sharp shock” necessary for confessions

· Camps hold tens of thousands of civilians 

· At least 150,000 sent to camps during emergency

· Torture, rape and savage beatings practised in the “Pipeline”

· Files systematically destroyed in records

· British colonial minister, Lennox-Boyd, and colonial governor Evelyn Baring, deny all stories of atrocities

· In 1959, “Hola camp massacre” provokes parliamentary crisis

· Hola camp was established to house detainees classified as “hard-core” 
· By January 1959 the camp had a population of 506 
· 127 were held in a secluded “closed camp” 
· This more remote camp was reserved for the uncooperative 
· The camp commandant outlined a plan that would force 88 of the detainees to bend to work 
· On March 3, 1959, the camp commandant put this plan into action 
· 11 of the detainees were clubbed to death by guards
· All the 77 surviving detainees sustained serious permanent injuries
Agreement with Liberia
· 1820 – 1847: Slave states in North America wanted to get rid of their free African-American population
· Encouraged formation of colonization societies independently of the ACS (American Colonization Society)
· Bought land in West Africa and named it Liberia
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