2. AFRICAN HISTORY AND HISTORY IN AFRICA: Pre-Colonial Africa

Historical Sources

· The notion that Africa has no history

· That African history is the history of Europeans in Africa, not that of Africans in Africa

· The challenges to the struggle to establish African history in 1950s and 1960s:

· Academic establishments scepticism, due to lack of written records

· Methodology of ‘doing’ history in the West does not apply

· The issue of specific dates as evidence- dates using common era

Written Sources

· Indigenous written sources:

· Egyptians scripts in the Kingdoms of the Pharaohs (some of world’s oldest scripts)

· 5th century Ethiopian Coptic Church scripts

· Written accounts of Moslem travellers and geographers

· 1652 written documents in Dutch at Cape of Good Hope

· Later Accounts:

· Documents of the 19th and 20th century Europeans imperialism and missionary accounts

· Translation of Qur’an, Bible, and hymns

· Slavery accounts

· Books by African convents and clerks

Oral Tradition vs. Oral History

· Oral Traditions: Passing down from generation to generation of events that extended into the past

· Oral History: The recording of an individual’s own memories

· Oral tradition provides the cultural context of meaning rather than the sequence and causes of events

· May not be ‘history’ as understood in the West- certainly is history as perceived by African people

History and other Disciplines

· Social and cultural anthropology

· Linguistics and the study of African languages

· Archaeological studies

· Art history: African sculpture, music, paintings, etc.

Africa in World History
· Culture and value judgment

· Comparative technological progress- compare progress of Africa to that of Europe

· World religions and Africa:

· The rise of Islam

· Christianity in Africa

· Helped with written documentation of Africa and cultural change
Sharp Contrasts between African and World Development: 600 – 1500 AD

· Africa’s isolation from the rest of the world

· Islamic civilization did not penetrate the Sahara desert partly due to the successfulness of Moslems in the North

· Removed the temptation to move in other directions

· Europe’s rapid development partly due to its borrowing and assimilation of technology from Greek science, China, India, and the Middle East

· As the rest of the world was changing very rapidly, Sub-Saharan Africa was still in isolation and was changing slowly

Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

· 1440s: Portuguese mariners first began to kidnap and purchase Africans into slavery

· 1867: the last recorded slaving voyage to the Americas
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