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Are religious theories or practices used to support a colonial venture part of that religion?
Should they be studied by students of religion?
What is colonialism/colonization?
· Colonialism is a control of a people, territory, country, or resources by a foreign (usually invading or settler) people.
· Etymology: Colonialism relates to the world colony, which derives convergently from at least two Latin roots:
· Colonus, the Latin term for a farmer or settler.
· Columna, the Latin term for a column or pillar, which comes from a PIE root for a highpoint or hill
· Note: The theory that colonialism derives from the Spanish surname of Christopher Columbus, is ill-informed and false popular theory that has been popularized in recent decades.
· Colonization refers to bot the formal and informal methods (behaviours, ideologies, institutions, polices, and economies) that main the subjugation or exploitation of Indigenous Peoples, lands and resources.
· Others have noted that Colonialism, imperialism and nationalism are always religious, because they employ ideologies that serves to unite people behind purportedly supreme truth.
· According to Dr. Shelia Cote-Meek
i) It concerns land and resources.
ii) It requires a specific ideology by the colonizer, who must imagine the colonized to be less rational, less worthy or even less human than the colonizer.
iii) It always involves violence, including physical, structural and symbolic violence.
iv) It is ongoing. Colonialism is not just something of the past.
· The colonizers ideology consists of numerous myths about the colonized, founded in untruthful, deceptive, insulting, marginalizing, and irrational logics.
· How might these myths – and the more systematic mythologies into which they fit – constitute a religion of its own? What distinguishes myth, religion and ideology?
What does colonialism affect?
· Effects:
· The environment and resources
· Peace between peoples
· The survival and form of indigenous/colonized peoples, their communities and their cultures.
· The collective knowledge of the world.
· Education
· Yet colonialism affects both the colonized and the colonizer. One need only look at the education system
· Colonialism requires colonizers to construct ideologies and justify it
The Age of Discovery
· Circa 1400-1650: Europeans gained access to riches via newly (re-) encountered trade routes outside of Europe
· Famous moments were the Spanish travel to the Americas begun by Columbus in 1492 and Portuguese travel to India led by Vasco de Gama in 1498
· Although known to the both North Africans and the Greeks in ancient times, and perhaps even visited by the Portuguese as late as the 14th century, most Europeans had essentially forgotten about the Canary Islands by the time Spaniards sailing around west Africa stumbled onto the Islas Canarias in 1402.
· The Spanish immediately set about colonizing the Canary Islands, seizing land, establishing settlements, and enslaving, killing, and deporting many of the islands’ indigenous inhabitants.
· Thus, 1402 can conveniently mark the start of the “Age of Discovery.”
· Nonetheless, an “age” is not a scientific classification; it is just a name imposed ex post facto by scholars to make history appear more ordered and sensible.	
The Doctrine [or Law] of Discovery
· What modern scholars call the “Doctrine of Discover” was a rule that gave the first Christian nation to “discover” lands uninhabited by Christians an absolute and exclusive right to claim property.
· The rule reflected and sought to justify age-old European imperial logics and practices
· Became part of purportedly universal European Civil religious law in the mid-15th century (Circa 1452-1455), following papal bulls and donations made not only since the start of the “Age of Discovery”, but in the course of wars to conquer and expel Muslims from lands of the former Roman Empire.
· It later became part of the secular legal systems of Imperial nations and newly independent countries around more gradually. U.S. Supreme court Justice John Marshall famously invoked the papal doctrine in 1923 in his decision in the case of Johnson v. M’intosh in 1823, which essentially established Indian Law.
· The “Law of Discovery” was established by pope Nicholas V. on June 18, 1452 in the religious bull Dum Diversas, that helped legally establish the African slave trade.
· With “Apostolic Authority”, the papal Bull Dum Diversas (Until Different), authorized Christian Spain and Portugal to…	
· Treaty of Tordesillas moves the line dividing “newly discovered lands” between Spain and Portugal 270 leagues further west, thereby awarding the eastern Amazon to Portugal.
· Implicit Terra Nullius in the Doctrine of Discovery
· By declaring inhabited lands to be claimable by Christians, and unfit to be held by non-Christians as non-people: beings both less than Christians, and less than people, since true people were supposed to be redeemable beings who had the intelligence and free will to become Christians.
· If non-Christians were not people, then the “new” lands (Terra Novis) they occupied were therefore unowned/uninhabited (Terra Nullius)
· Presuming that native peoples were not human beings allowed Europeans to unseen and ignore the indigenous cities and civilizations that should have been perfectly evident to colonists. In the process, Europeans also unsaw indigenous sovereignty, religion, law, property, and rights in land.
· Contrary to the laws of war and peace that now dominate in the world, the Doctrine of Discovery further helped define all resistance by non-Christians into “unjust war” and made violent acts by colonizers that aimed to supress resistance into a “just wars.”
· What was new about the Doctrine of Discovery?
· Acquisition by discovery rejected that indigenous nations or their rulers held sovereignty or property before discovery.
· Acquisition of property (i.e., land, resources, human, subjects, slaves) by discovery thereby contrasted acquisition by conquest, the more ancient rule by which a conquering sovereign takes control of property by force and annexes lands.
· Similary, the Doctrine of Discovery did not require “discoverers” to compensate original inhabitants or prove that the original inhabitants had failed to use or improve land productively; John Locke’s labor-based theory of property had not yet been established.
· Christian “discoverers” sometimes made trivial payments that they claimed represented slae of land or donations by the new soverieng, and they frequently sought to show that indigenous people did not us the land properly, but the doctrine did not require such actions.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In short, a Christian religious edict, The Doctrine [or “Law”] of discovery, became a major justification for the slavery and colonialism that fueled European extremisim, imperialism.
