Deviance: Breaking Bad

Deviance 
· Deviance, a violation of a cultural/societal norm. Hence to deviate from the norm!
· Deviance can be viewed as absolute or as relative to the group being studied 
· Societies divide deviance into more or less serious forms, representing mores and folkways  

Social Constructionism 
If men define situations as real, they are real in their consequences (W.I. Thomas, 1928: 572)
· Labeling theory 
· Frank Tannenbaum (1938) Crime and Community 
· Dramatization of evil in regards to youth 
· Edwin Lemert (1951) Social Pathology 
· Primary deviation-rule breaking 
· Secondary Deviation-Agreement with societies reaction 

Moral Careers and Deviant Subcultures 
In his famous work, Outsiders: Studies in the sociology of deviance, Howard Becker (1973) elaborated the processes through which:
· Primary deviance leads to secondary deviance 
· The importance of deviant subcultures in maintaining the deviant self-image 
Outsiders refers to people labeled as deviants who accept the deviant label 

Becker’s Stages of Becoming an Outsider 
Becker (1973) described a three-stage process by which individuals become outsiders
· An individual commits a deviant act (primary deviance)
· The person begins to accept deviant status (secondary deviance)
· The deviant joins a deviant subculture 
Master Status 
· Basis of personal identity 
· Self-fulfilling prophecy 

Stigma and Deviance 
Deviance can take many forms 
· Erving Goffman (1963) defined stigma as “an attribute that is deeply accrediting”
· Stigma can take three forms:
1. A physical deformity 
2. Being part of an undesirable social group
3. A character flaw 



The Career of the Mental Patient 
Ervin Goffman (1961) studied the ways that mentally-ill patients managed stigma in asylums 
· He described mental institutions as total institutions, places where individuals are required to isolate themselves from the rest of society 
· The goal of the asylum is to force the patient to adjust her senses of self 
· Goffman found that individuals with stigma try to cover-up their deviance by passing, ways that people try to make themselves look like “normal” people, and covering, ways of concealing their problems from people 

Ethnomethodology and Deviance 
· Ethnomethodology emphasizes how individuals construct and defend their views of social reality 
· The meaning of a given behavior may be defined as deviant to one person but not to another person through the process of reflexivity 
· A product of this interaction process is the documentary interpretation of actions 
· Harold Garfinkel – Breaching Experiments 

Durkheim’s Theory of Anomie 
Society of Saints 
· Humans are egotistic 
· Society needs social control to regulate their wants and behaviors
· Anomie 
· A condition of normlessness 
· Results from rapid social change, e.g., industrialization 
· Rapid change 
· Creates anomie 
· Increases deviance 

Hirschi’s Social Bond (1969)
	Attachment
	Commitment

	Involvement
	Belief



Differential Association 
Criminal attitudes and skills are learned:
· Through interaction 
· With significant others 
Criminal learning includes skills and motives 
· Significant others give definitions that are favorable or unfavorable to law-breaking. Too many definitions favorable to breaking the law results in deviance 
· Associations vary in priority, frequency, duration and intensity. Criminal behavior is learned just like non-criminal behavior
· Criminal behavior results from general needs and values, not special needs and values 

Research Shows that:
· Deviant friends are particularly important in illegal drug behaviors
· Recently cultivated friendships are more important in deviant behaviors

The Asch Conformity Paradigm
· People begin to answer even what they feel is wrong just because the whole group is doing it
· Example is answering A when in your mind you belive its B, simply because everyone answered A

Aspects of Sexual Identity 
Sexual Identity 
· Body image
· Sexual values and ethics
· Erotic preferences

Gender Differences in Sexual Socialization  
Men have more interest in sex 
· Males are encouraged, to initiate sex, experiment and enjoy sex without emotional connection 
· Aggression is more often linked to male sexuality 
For females, the connection between sex and intimacy is paramount 
· Females are taught to view sex within the context of a loving relationship
· Females also have negative associations with sex: guilt and shame, fear of pregnancy 
· Females sexuality is more shaped by culture and situational factors 

Sadomasochism 
· Sexual arousal associated with the infliction and receipt of pain or humiliation, can be simulated 
· Occasional and mild S&M is common among the general population and an S&M subculture exists in the Canada 
· Males begin to enjoy sadomasochism in childhood 
· Women tend to be introduced to sadomasochism by someone else and many are also dominant 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Masters and Johnson discovered that sadomasochism fantasies are fairly common but most people do not want to experience them in real life 
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