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INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN’S STUDIES
Winter 2011

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM        Tuesday       April 19, 2011       GYM A & GYM B
Instructor:  Lori Stinson O’Gorman

FINAL EXAMINATION
ESSAY QUESTIONS
In evaluating your responses to sections D and E, primary emphasis will be placed on your understanding and application of course materials including lectures, guest speakers, discussions, texts, and audio visual presentations.  Your written work will be graded for inclusion and organization of relevant course materials, clarity of expression, accuracy, and relevance of content.  
Given the nature of the exam (in-class) you are not expected to use direct citation of your course materials, however, you should be referring to your materials in backing up your arguments throughout your essays.  Be sure to answer all questions in a rigorous and thorough manner. Demonstrate your critical, informed opinions by backing up everything you say with reason, logic and evidence from your course materials.  When asked for an opinion, you are being asked for an informed, demonstrated and documented argument, not belief.  You are allowed to bring 10 word outlines (every number or other symbol counts as a word), for each of the 6 questions you chose to answer, in to the exam to guide your responses, should you so choose.    

Please remember that this is an exam; as such it is testing your accurate knowledge, understanding & application of your course materials from this class, & not general knowledge or knowledge gained in other courses;  therefore, remember to focus your answers on demonstrating your thorough and comprehensive knowledge of FEM1100 course materials, and not to otherwise waste your energy.  Poorly written exams will be penalized.
The following essay questions are divided into two sections (D & E), with section E being worth a disproportionately large share of your final mark.  

Section D will be worth 16 marks and Section E 40 marks.  

Each question in Section E is also worth slightly more than those in Section D 

(section D questions are potentially worth 8 marks each for a potential total of 16;  

and section E questions are potentially worth 10 marks each for a potential total of 40).  

The total exam will be out of 80 marks and represents 40% of your final grade for the class (the other 24 marks to be based on fill-in-the-blank, true/false & matching questions).

Plan to allocate your time and attention accordingly
SECTION D - ESSAY QUESTIONS 
Answer any 2 of the following 5 questions and as thoroughly & accurately as possible.

Each completed essay is worth a potential 8 marks for a total potential of 16 marks.

1. How do negative definitions of femininity and hateful attitudes toward women get constructed and perpetuated in popular culture? Are there alternatives? Explain and demonstrate with examples from your course materials
2. As Discussed in class and as argued by Carla Rice argues much popular media and culture “frequently reinforce the idea that the greatest power a young woman can wield is her sexual sway over men;” indeed many young women, and young men, are turning to their sexuality for fundamental expressions of their liberation.  How is contemporary sexuality liberation? How is it oppression? Explain and demonstrate with examples from your course materials.
3. How have our beauty ideals changed over time?  What have been the key drivers of these changes?  What is the relationship between visual imagery, the media and gender ideals?
4. How have women within North American popular culture been “positioned as recipients of an implicit male gaze”?  What are the implication of this for our constructions of our own identities and sexualities?  What are our alternatives?  Explain in full with examples from your course materials.
5. Jackson Katz argues that “despite the achievements of the women’s movement over the past four decades, misogyny remains a persistent force in American culture.”  How and Why?  Demonstrate and document your argument with reference to your course materials.
SECTION E - ESSAY QUESTIONS 
Answer any 4 of the following 10 questions as thoroughly & accurately as possible.

Each completed essay is worth a potential 10 marks for a total potential of 40 marks.

1. According to your course materials how can we explain the historical and ongoing differences between men and women’s economic position in Canadian society?
2. Historically, increased educational attainment among women has helped to narrow the gender income gap.  However, despite record numbers of young women in and completing higher education, this increased educational attainment has little impact in the most recent decade on the relative position of young women.  Why?  How can we explain this apparent growing contradiction?   

3. Using examples from your course materials explain and demonstrate how the biomedical model problematizes and pathologizes women’s bodies and minds.
4. Susan Bordo observed that “consumer culture depends on the continued creation and proliferation of ‘female defects.”  How does this creation and proliferation of female defects effect how we as girls and women see and experience our bodies?  

5. As discussed and demonstrated in lectures, discussions, readings and films, violence is `much more complexly interwoven with local, national, and international axis of power, privilege, and oppression.”  Explain and demonstrate with reference to your course materials.

6. Discus s and demonstrate with examples from your course materials how violence against women and children, in all its many forms, enforces and reinforces the practice of patriarchy on a world scale.  
7. Why does violence against women, children and other vulnerable populations persist at home and around the world, despite the victories of feminists in combating violence in its many forms?  Be sure to draw heavily on your course materials in framing your responses. 

8. Where do our Western notions of women as emotional come from and how does this relate to how our resistance is seen, and the forms and places we choose or do not choose for our activism and resistance.  Why is there no male equivalent to the “crazy angry feminist”?

9. As discussed in class and readings, Carine Marodrossian, Angela Diaz and other feminist authors have criticized post-structuralist feminists for failing to “advance theorizing on violence against women and for engaging in psychologizing and victim-blaming,”  and their pre-occupation with anti-essentialism and diversity.  Explain.  Do you agree or disagree?  Why or why not?  Explain and demonstrate your answer with reference to your course materials. 

10. As discussed in your texts and in class how do 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and now 4th wave feminists differ in their approach to feminism?  Which approach do you find the most illuminating or useful?  Why?  Explain and demonstrate your answer.














































































































