Soc 1500 midterm theory review 
SOC 1500 Theories 

Sociological theories 
Social Structure 
· Social integration - Not integrated caused deviation 
· Anomie - strain causes social breakdown resulting in crime
· Social disorganization - neighborhood, and ecological characteristics, social controls broken, disorganization responsible for crime EX: regent park “gentrification”, fix it, more middle class workers, better infrastructure, (didn’t work) 
· Social ecology - concentric model, transition zone

Strain theories
· Consensus based 
· Everyone has the same goals, but not everyone the same opportunity to achieve 
· Innovation occurs when some people to not have the same means to achieve a goal. EX no means for a good job, innovate and steal shit instead to make money 
Institutional strain theory
· Newer idea 
· goals for money and success dominate and weaken the informal social control of institutions 
General strain theory 
· Crime is a coping mechanism for social strain 

Elements of strain theory 
Causes of strain ->
· Failure to achieve valued goals 
· Disjunction of expectations and achievements
· Removal of positive stimuli or addition of negative 
-  > Strain leads to negative affective states 
· Anger  
· Frustration 
· Disappointment 
· Depression 
· Fear
-> Strain leads to antisocial behavior 
· Drug abuse 
· Delinquency 
· Violence 
· Dropping out 


Structural explanations for strain 
· Poverty
· Transient population
· Lack of education 
· Lack of legitimate activities 
· Heterogeneous community 

Social structure policy 
· Education/training (eg. Education Act)
· Priority neighborhoods
· Community development
· Recreation programs
· Intervention programs 
· Gang prevention programs 

Social process theories 
Social Process - interaction between individuals and society
ALL people have the potential to become delinquents or criminals
Crime is a Process resulting from Interactions
 

Social learning theory 

Differential association theory 
· Crime is a function of a learning process 
· People learn criminal attitudes and techniques from close and trusted relatives or companions 
· Definitions FOR crime outweigh the definitions AGAINST 

Labelling theory 
Reality is produced through social construction 
Power is important in society, who does the “labelling”?

Primary/secondary deviance 
· Primary deviance: initial act of deviance, everyone experiences this at some point 
· Secondary deviance: One internalizes the negative label and assumes the role of the deviant 
There are two effects of labelling 
· Creation of stigma: “you’re a delinquent”
· Effect on self image: “I am a delinquent” 

Life course theory

· Criminal tendencies can be affected by “turning points” that can encourage or discourage one to commit crimes.
· Example: getting married or having children may encourage one to stay away from criminal behavior 
· Example: Losing a job may encourage criminal behavior 

SOCIAL PROCESS POLICIES 
· Strengthen social institution control, EX school 
· Discourage labelling (eg. YCJA)
Social control theories 
· Social bonds and self control 

Social conflict theories 

Conflict theory 
· Conflict is created by unequal power and power struggle 
· Crime can be understood by understanding inequalities
· Believes focus should be placed on rule makers, not rule breakers

  



Non sociological theories 

Biological positivism  
· - Atavism 
· - Stigmata 
Policy - chemical or surgical intervention, incapacitation, incarceration 


Classical Criminology (philosophical theory)
· Assume everyone in society is a rational actor
· If benefits outweigh risks 
· Punishment must be swift, certain and proportional 
Policy example - safe streets and community act   
Critique - is everyone a rational actor? Insane people? Equality before the law masks a world of deep social inequalities 

Psychological Theories
· Externally caused biological problems
· Or internal psychological factors 

Social Learning theory
· Aggressive behavior learned from 3 sources
· Family 
· Peers 
· Media 
solutions : incapacitation 
If not able to control behavior it may reduce the level of responsibility for actions
Policy: not criminally responsible act (2013) - makes public safety #1 priority in court pertaining to those not fit to stand trial 

Implications and criticisms 
· Abused of human rights 
· Racism 
· Genocide 
· Overly deterministic model of human behavior 

Crime control vs due process 

Crime control 
· Prevent crime
· Punish offenders 
· Protect citizens and the community 
· Give criminal justice agencies more legal powers
Due process 
· Protect individuals from the powers of the state 
· Enhance legal rights of the accused 
· fairness , equality and justice 
· Limit discretion and control the action of judge and legal system so that all are treated fairly

	Classicism 
	Positivism 

	Crime is a legal entity 
	Crime in a biological or psychological entity  

	Free will 
	Behavior is determined 

	Punishment as a deterrent 
	Treatment of criminals to protect society 



3 Rs of classical criminology 
Rights 
Reason 
Rule of law 

