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Ontario politics lecture 1
1. Brief history of Ontario
· 10 thousand years ago the first people came to Ontario, probably from Asia
· European contact brought a lot of problems – diseases that natives hadn’t seen, weapons, perhaps (but not entirely) the idea of sovereignty or territory
· The natives were fighting amounts themselves before this
· People who had the longest prensence were the “neutrals”(French called them this)
· They were called neutrals as they tried to stay out of fighting over territory
· Iroquois related, and warlike, but tried to stay out of tribal wars
· Last major group in Ontario
· Got so weakened by deaseas and the war between the iroquoe and (?) that they were eventually wiped out by the Iroquois in the 1660’s
· In general the british supported the iroquoes and the French supported the (?) people
· Euopeans (and fur trade) greatly exasperated tribal conflicts


· With the establishment of new franch, this provence was going to remain british and prodistant
· What changed the equation very quickly in 1776 is the American revolution
· This is when many americans decided to leave the states and settle in the areas that didn’t join in the rebellion (loyalists)
· The 6 nations from new york who fought with the british were loyalists as well
· “called upper Canada”, Ontario was really founded by these loyalists
· Changed the whole makeup of this area
· Populated by British people
· In 1791, there wasn’t really a democracy in ontarion or quebec
· Anglican elite’s ruled, British appointees ruled powerfully

· The next major event is the war of 1812
· They Americans had some sympathiesiers who wanted democracy, but for the most part faced loyalists
· Supported somewhat by the British, but there forces were tied up in a conflict with France
·  “Cemented that we would not be a part of America forever”

· Mid 1800’s rebellions
· Driven by the want for more democracy, responsible government, 
· Asking mostly for things that Britain itself had possessed for years
· Ultimately failed and crushed
· Successful in the larger sense of alerting the British to a problem 
· “east and west Canada” now rather then upper and lower
· east Canada (Québec) felt it should have more seats because they had more people
· by confederation, east Canada now has the greater population, raises same issue 

· premiers of Ontario have been very combative in trying to create a “state within a state”, and have been somewhat successful
· the centralization that was envisioned at confederation of a very “British like” centralized state did not come about
· we almost have a group of states within states
· Ontario was a big part of this
· Most “Ontarians” feel very Canadian, (treaudeau/confederation/constitution supporting)
· In reality, politicially we have been a big part of the decentralization

· We used to be so british-protistant, that one of our major issues in politics for a good part of our history was alcohol control
· Very “puritan-British” skepticism of drinking
· Ontario “reverse of Canada”
· Party dominate in the 1900’s is weakened in the 20th
·  



2.Political Culture of Ontario

Horawitz
· Socialism is stronger in Canada then the US
· Loyalists were conservative
· Strong mix of conservatism and liberalism
· Americans = very “Lockean”
· Canada (and Ontario) is more about the British idea of peace order and good government
· Why is their a stronger sense of socialism?
· Horawitz somewhat proven wrong
· Canada less “Small c liberal” then Americans, ex/ Gay marriage, social issues
?
· Attitudes change in the Canada faster then the US
· More ascetic and rights-oriented due to areas of affluence
Ontario’s Political culture – two periods
· Probably due to a demographic change
· Attitudes don’t change “that fast” and go in a “generational pattern”
· Even immigrants seem to adapt the political culture of the last generation
· Political networks in Ontario led to corruption
· 19th century dominated by Liberals (7 consecutive majority’s)
· 20th dominated by Conservatives
· Sense that “bland works”, we tend not to have very “flashily” or exciting premieres
· Ontario wants “sober and Bland” politicians
· “moving forward while keeping one foot in the past”
· Ontario never really comfortable with multiculturalism
· Orange lodges and separate school systems
· Changing in the 20th century
· Less true in rural areas
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