History of Communication
· Ideas of communication have been around for thousands of years
· This is seen in the plato reading – people have always been thinking of communication
· Aspects of communication have been taking up for thousands of years, but it wasn't until recently that people started theorizing about communication (modernity)
· With the expansion of media technologies it allowed communication to emerge as an object
· In building comm theories in the middle ages many theories were created and adapted based on theories that already existed
· Marx and Plato were both convenient thinkers in relation to this

Messages
· A message not received can be heartbreaking
· Writing without a reply is something that is very dispiriting
· The quote from the pillow book (written in 1000) shows that people have always been thinking about communication
· With all these old forms of communication there are lots of people who wrote about these forms and the problems of not receiving a response
· The check mail button shows us the incredible power of a message from far away that might surprise us
· This is why spam emails are so powerful

Blogging
· A example that a fairly new process is really just something that has been built upon, it isn’t something new just the latest in a long line ways to communicate

How has communication come to be?
· When we start answering this question it allows us to start to theorize and figure out what communication is and how to theorize it

How did we get from pre-modern to modern?
· We could talk about a series of changes, which taken as a whole is what has taken us from pre-modern to modern
· Over time many of the pre modern systems of living, feudalism, have transitioned into democracy
· People have always been bound together based on the dividing as nations/countries
· People now live under nations even those that have a monarchy…
· Over thousands of years we have seen the changing influence of religion
· People used to turn to religion to find out how to act, rulers were representatives of religion
· Religion as a private suit vs public suit
· The birth of capitalism
· The emergence of markets and an economy
· The processes of industrialization
· We now have technologies that allow for mass production
· Making the same thing over and over again
· The emergence of science
· The “new religion”
· It is a powerful influence over the affairs of people
· It now almost trumps religion/competes with it
· It now gives us the way to live our lives/get rid of disease…
· Almost as important as capitalism – social science
· Transformation of technology
· The emergence of trains
· Allowing people and things to travel over long distance
· The printing press
· Allows for mass production and the spread of ideas
· Photography, television, calculation, early computer
· The invention of schooling
· People can learn to read and write at a more advanced level
· People begin to become literate at this time
· Social relations
· For many people at this time a life means living, working and dying in the same place – your land
· You didn't really know what was happening outside of your little world and that didn't really affect you
· You know a few people around you and this became your community
· This changes and people begin to move predominantly from rural to urban areas
· You are now connected to people that you probably will not become close to
· People are detached from their land, language and the social relations that used to keep them together
· Now everything that happens around them affects them
· They are citizens of the world
· Over time they have come to develop things like rights and becoming known as citizens
· Transformations in communication
· The major development is the transition from and oral culture to a written culture
· For a long time info passed from people to people through oral communication
· Elders were the ones when knew about history and their traditions
· If you knew the history you were extremely powerful
· Overtime orality gives the way to literacy
· The small number of people who know the history are the ones who learn how to read and write
· This allows for the change of the spread of history from words to paper/stone…
· This allows for the creation of letters, numbers…
· What this causes us to see is the emergence of coming together based on a shared set of values
· Messages become carried through these new technologies – you no longer need a body to carry the message – this creates the idea of a medium to carry the messages

Phaedrus
· This is something that many communication theories are based on
· It is an example of a from a communication from the past
· Lets look at it by talking about something that we do know
· You go to a coffee shop to talk about love
· You say I think I’m in love
· Well that’s great but how do you know?
· What is the determinate?
· Physical attraction
· How much money they have?
· When its good for everyone – you give a little and I give a little
· What is behind this discussion?
· What persuades you to fall in love
· It doesn't really matter what everything is about the person they just need the one thing I want maybe physicality – you can overlook everything if they have that one trait this is something that persuades us
· Why is this important to Phaedrus?
· It is a conversation about love and persuasion
· What constitutes love also constitutes persuasion
· Rhetoric
· The art of persuasion
· In present day we use it name an empty thought
· This shows the change of the word
· People who were good at rhetoric in the past were the people who were scholarly, powerful and extremely knowledgeable
· At this time you learned through debates and you were good them if you know rhetoric
· What does this mean today?
· The relationship between these two men is a mentoring relationship


· What  happens in the story?
· They are talking about love
· Phaedrus goes to see a speech about love and runs into Socrates 
· Soc wants to hear about it
· Phaedrus doesn't think he can remember it but luckily he wrote the speech down
· They then decide to go somewhere and listen to it
· Phae says that people can be in a loving relationship with based on desire as well and one based on mutual sharing (this is a love without feeling)
· You help me I help you, not based on eros but mutual need
· Soc thinks this is incredibly interesting but he thinks he can top it
· Phae basically says lets hear it – soc does it without reading off a paper
· Soc says that's all well and good but love actually cant be there without some desire
· No such thing as a relationship based on mutual benefit because in reality there is some type of desire even just for that benefit
· This is now something considered platonic relationships
· Soc speaks without reading, he uses language like a seed and teached his message as a result
· He shows that just now he has touched his soul – connected without intimacy- and basically proved his point
· Phae does not speak through memory, he speaks through his notes
· Soc says writing is much like painting – in painting something you are creating a representation of an image – the same goes for writing
· For soc writing symbolizes the scattering of communication
· Writing separates message from messenger
· It’s random – once it’s on paper it can pretty much go anywhere
· Writing is the scattering of ideas
What does this mean for us now?
· All this talk about love teaches us about communication
· Its not about technology it’s about connection, it’s not about media it’s about love
· He wants to suggest to us that the themes of Phaedrus is something that will appear again over and over…
· All theories of media are in some ways representations of media and the connection that we get from it – and as a result there are anxieties about lost or distorted communication
· It raises the idea that is communication and technology allow us to be closer together or make us truly farther apart
· Radio allows sound to travel through the air but really the only thin that was suppose to travel through the air was messages from the devine
· It gets us to think in the way of sharing and that it might not always be the best for communication
· What holds people together is communication

Marx
· You might not agree with the political position of marx but there are few people who are able to capture the experience of modernity and he has the ability to do that
· “All that is solid melts into air”
· His life spans that of the transformation of modernity
· He is popular because he chronicles the experience of modernity
· He is trying to say that people used to have control over their lives and over what he calls – the means of production – people made their own things, used there own tools… (made what they needed to survive)
· This means of production is the fullness of our lives
· What happens is the emergence of capitalism
· It “melt” this arrangement and human relations
· It divided the workers, and the wealthy
· People are now alienated from their means of production
· You don't make anything for yourself, you don't have control over when you work… instead you are paid away by money
· Money is an abstract idea and basically has no meaning
· At times you can be expendable if someone or something can do it better and cheaper then you – your worth as a laborer is pretty much useless
· How are people alienated from their labour?
· This is done through ideologies
· The thought of how the world runs is brought to them as something good and the truth even if it isn’t true
· Marxs symbolizes the shift from traditional to modern society
· It is useful to us because money is a medium of exchange
· I give you a piece of paper/card and you give me all your things
· he is not talking about media in the sense that we know it – but other theorist are able to borrow his ideas and apply them to questions based on communication

Phaedrus & Marx
· [bookmark: _GoBack]They are the basis of theory
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