THE ISSUE OF THE DECLINE OF THE POLITICAL PARTY WILL BE AN ESSAY TOPIC

Political Parties Dec. 3rd

· Political Party
· 2 key roles of political parties
· (Running?) in an election
· Choosing a leader
· Parties came about when people started forming themselves around interests
· Organization of parties:
· Devotee:
· Cadre and Mass Parties:
· Appeal of Parties:
· Catch all:
· Programmatic:
· Devotee Party
· A party at the service of a charismatic leader, sole objective is to elect that leader
· Good example is Berlusconi’s Forza Italia party
· Tends to be short lived (in theory.)
· Cadre Party vs. Mass Party important
· Cadre party: 	A party concerned with the task of electing members of the party to legislative bodies, rather than building a strong, centralized, membership-based organization outside the legislature.
· Historically linked to parliamentary groups
· Main objective of members is to obtain political powers 
· Limited link between members and leadership
· Historically cadre party seeks votes of…wealthy/capitalist I think? 
· Mass Party:  	A party that draws its support from a regular dues-paying membership and features a strong extra- parliamentary organization. 
· A large membership
· A very developed party organization
· Mass parties may even have summer camps
· ‘Bottom-up’ party policy making: made by the members, not imposed by leadership
· Strong links between the members and leaders
· What about Canadian Parties?
· Cons and Liba are Cadre parties, I didn’t catch NDP classification, Bloc/Parti Q is a classic mass party
· Cadre vs. Mass again
· Differences have diminished over time
· Even in mass parties, there is a small group that will become more and more dominant
· Cadre parties have developed regular membership-based organizations and do consult members via democratic procedures
· Parties have become “electoral-professional party”: The technical class of people are the ones who can run professional looking campaigns
· Mass vs. Cadre Parties: Significant Differences Persist
· Cadre parties tend to impose candidates in any riding, no attn. to geographical differences
· Differences in Appeal to Voters:
· Catch-All Party: A party that tries to appeal to all segments of the population by downplaying or abandoning its ideology and emphasizing the qualities of its leaders. 
· Tend to abandon strong ideological prescriptions of the party (see: Tony Blair and Jacques Chretien)
· Want to appeal to all; not just francophones or Christians or union workers etc.
· Programmatic Party (Ideological Party): A party that has a distinct ideological perspective or a coherent set of policy goals that are consistently followed over time. 
· In Authoritarian states, the ruling party is usually strictly ideological
· One type is ‘anti-system parties’: Advocate radical regime change
· Tend to be either extreme left or extreme right
· He recommends we read Berman on ‘How to tame extremist parties’
· Functions of Parties
· Integration and Mobilization: Help voters settle uncertainty of electoral options
· Reduce the costs of political participation. Lets people vote for a candidate if all they know is their party. No need to get to know the candidates/issues.
· Organize Political Competition
· Recruitment of Political Personnel
· Allow the selection of an executive, at least in Canada
· Aggregation of Interests – into a single, cohesive political front
· Channel between Citizens and Government
· Feedback and communication – we can notify our local party people and have it be known by the head honchos



· The Decline of Party Thesis:
· Less people belong to political parties
· Even those that are members, spend fewer hours than they used to working for the party; less activism.
· Third, those who are still active are old.
· We see increasing cynicism of our parties
· People identify with their parties less.
· Average age of party members is 59 y/o
· Reasons for Transformation
· Institutional/Consitutional: Important. 
· Rise of bureaucracy
· Charter of Rights and Freedoms: Nowadays, courts will make the decision; not the parties.
· Technological: Polls and focus groups
· Alternative to parties: Social movements are an alternative route to speaking out to the state
· Social and Economic Change: Two limits on parties:
· There is less and less time to participate in parties
· Decline in ideological polarization: What’s the point if all the parties are the same
· “PARTEIENVERDROSSENHEIT” – disillusionment with mainstream parties that seem to have abandoned their core beliefs.
· New Parties:
· If new parties are still merging, it shows that parties are still strong
· Think of the green parties or anti-immigrant/far-right parties.
· Important variations in their success, related to the electoral system
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Proportional representation allows for parties to come to life easier: Green Party in Canada had 7% of votes but no seats; 
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