Sociology Midterm 1: Review Notes

CHAPTER 1

POWERPOINT NOTES

Sociology: the scientific study of society and human behaviour.
· Social change, social order & social inequality 
· Trends and rates in society 
· Looks at social factors that come into play 
· Involves searching for patterns in social interaction and explaining 
· What issues affect a group and how do we treat this issue as a society 
· Born from the industrial revolution 

Psychology: the study of the human mind and each individual.
· Biological factors that influence the mind 

Anthropology: the study of culture.
· Human behaviour/society from the past to the present

Natural Science: the study of the natural world.
· Through physical and measurable observations 
· Quantitative study 

Social Science: the study of behavioral actions amongst people, society & culture.
· Cannot be physically measured 
· Deals with probability 
· Interactions between individuals 
· Qualitative study

Peter Berger -> “Invitation of Sociology”

Social Construction: the focus of social constructionism is to uncover the ways in which individuals and groups participate in the creation of their perceived reality.


C. Wright Mills 

Sociological Imagination: is the idea that individual lives unfold in contexts - social environments, including economic and cultural conditions.
· Difference between “personal troubles” and “public issues” of social structure
· “It is our ability to ask hard questions, instead of just accepting easily available answers (or stereotypes), that is the hallmark of a good sociological imagination” 

Social Context: the influence of society on individuals. 
· Why does it matter? 
· Social, economic and historical context we are born into matter

Social Location: personal experience influenced by social location.
· Various things that influence your life

Social Interaction: refers to the way people act together and governed by norms.

Social Structure: describes the many diverse ways in which the rules and norms of everyday life become enduring patterns that shape and govern social interactions. 
· describes the many diverse ways in which the rules and norms of everyday life become enduring patterns that shape and govern social interactions.  
· lies in the background of every social interaction 
 
Two Critical Components 
1) Every society has a complex set of roles and social hierarchies 
· There are rules and powers that are associated with that role
· Example: child/parent, worker/business owner, patient/doctor

2) The norms and institutions of society (marriage, families, education and economic markets), organizations that regulate those practices (gov’t, the legal system, military, schools and religious groups)
· Example: $ for services, lawn mowing, child-care, contract and a legal system to enforce it. 



Q1) What is the SOCIOLOGICAL IMAGINATION and why is it worth acquiring? 

Sociological Imagination: is the capacity to think systematically about how things we experience as PERSONAL problems 
https://youtu.be/BINK6r1Wy78 
EX: debt from student loans 
“Helps us ask hard questions and seek answers about the social worlds we live in”
· Personal problem VS public issue
· Relationship between self and society 
· Whatever they do isn’t of their own choice or behaviour 
· Choices are influenced by those around us. Ex: family 
· Society influences a person's behaviour and that behavior contributes to a social issue. Ex: obesity 

C. Wright Mills 
· To understand the world around us, deep understanding of how it works and how to improve it?
· Recognize that our individual lives are strongly shaped by WHEN, WHERE and to WHOM we were born 
· Range of experiences we had as a child, teenager and adult 
· At each stage we are both individuals and members of a social world  
· Opportunities/potentials are influenced by the injustice and inequalities we encounter 

Sociological Imagination Challenges Stereotypes
Stereotype: making faulty generalizations about individuals based on what we think we know about the groups they are members of   
EX: You can’t say younger works are better than workers who are older. Yes, at some point people get too old to which they are incapable of performing a certain task BUT, that does not mean a SPECIFIC person is incapable of doing a job bc of age. 

How does it challenge it? 
· By raising questions about where they come from
· What they’re based on
· Who stands to benefit them 
· Why they are harmful 

· Sociology gives us the tools to think critically about everyday assumptions others make
· It shows us that the things we often take for granted are a lot more complicated as they appear

Process of Forming Sociological Questions
· Everyone possess some elements of sociological imagination
· Trying to make sense of the world; think sociologically 
· Observing the world in a more critical way does not fully engage sociological imagination
· Requires to ask deeper and more meaningful questions about the everyday world around us 

Where do these questions come from?
· Based of experiences in people's lives, then sociological research which ignites the sociological imagination
· Triggered by a particular event 
· When we see that some kind of widely shared assumption we have long taken for granted is incorrect 
· Then we start to question previously held ideas in a new way 

Engagement? 
· Actively engage our sociological imagination rather than waiting for something to occur
· One way is through COMMON SENSE; aphorism; stating a truth or opinion  
· Most cases, valuable to follow the wisdom we suggest 
· Provides a useful guide to being human
· THERE IS A PROBLEM; only makes sense to use this in SOME contexts not others
· Correct answer? EVERYTHING DEPENDS ON THE CONTEXT 
·  Know which common sense rule apply in which social context 

Next following steps? 
· Once we learn not to take stereotypes or common sense for granted and that they are not helpful we can start to raise questions 
· Deeper understandings require us to question our assumptions 
· Asking questions about things we have previously taken for granted may upset others 
· EX: challenging your family, workplace, gov or schools on their own stereotypes

Sociological Questions: Detailed Examples
· Robert and Maria, two university students, both spent 4 years in uni, yet had completed different outcomes at the end? Why?
· Maria was a scholar student, studied hard, finished school with student debt and got a well paid job at the end
· Robert, didn’t study as much, finished school with debt and ended up living with his parents afterwards with no job
· Why did they have 2 different outcomes?
· Sociological view of student experience with post secondary have to do with the way schools and students interact 
· Types of questions: concerned with a broad canvas of the modern world 
· Range widely from basic units of human life such as individuals relationships with others, to groups/organizations we are a part of, all the way to our rapidly changing global economy that is impacting all our social relationships

· Learning how to ask important questions and examine answers is what SOCIOLOGICAL IMAGINATION is all about 

Topics Sociologist Study 
· Sociologist draw upon a particular way of asking questions and a particular set of theories about where to start looking for answers 
· Also, they use a common set of systematic tools for studying those questions 
· All questions sociologist ask build off a common starting point; SOCIAL CONTEXT

Q2) What are SOCIAL CONTEXTS, and why do they matter?

Sociology: how individuals participate in and get influenced by the society around
Social Context: the influence of society on individuals
· EX: a bunch of babies are born in a hospital, you would think each of them have an equal opportunity of becoming successful BUT  it all depends on their life in which they were raised in (family, education, income, country)

Families and Communities 
· Our families shape who we are in a variety of ways 
· Racial, ethics and religious identity 
· Teaching us basic rules of society
· How to behave in society 
· Exposing us to people 
· Financially provide us with resources 
· Raise new generation; our babies

· Our neighbourhood in which we were raised is just as important 
· Safe neighborhood with good schools and parents who encourage their kids to study
· Unsafe poor neighbour, lots of criminal action
· Can cause stress, bad studying environment, reduce sleep, poor performance levels in school 

Identities and Groups 

Identities: the conceptions we and others have about who we are and what groups or categories we are members of -- provide another important type of social context in which individuals lives unfold 
· Identities can be positive or negative 
· Important factors in predicting where we end up in life, our opportunities and how the rest of the world views us 
· Born with certain physical attributes 
· Colour of skin, sex, disabilities, height and weight 
· Our family/society imposes other identities 
· religion , ethical, national 

Schools and Organizations 
· Families we are raised in to the neighbourhood we grew up in to the identity we have, schools and organizations come into play 
· The quality and types of schools we attend impact our lives 
· The organizations such as churches or clubs we choose participate in 
· All of these context’s help us gain important insights/experiences/opportunities 
· Depending on which group/contacts we are placed in depend on the opportunities 

Social and Historical Contexts
· C. Wright Mills emphasized that the sociological imagination connects individual biographies to history
· The social, economic and historical context we are born in matter HUGE on what we are likely to achieve and do 
· EX: back then, a black person borned had different opportunities compared to a black person born today 
· This was based off of time and place he was born 
· All of these contexts are influenced by the global environment 
· The era in which events occur in certain places highly influence our lives 

Example: what causes people to be porn? Poverty? Unemployment?
· View an unemployed person not simply as an individual BUT as part of society 
· Poverty not as an individual problem BUT a social one 
· We need to ask questions NOT why this person is in this situation BUT why so many people are in this situation 
· To do this, SOCIOLOGICAL IMAGINATION asks us to take account of CONTEXT

Social Interaction VS Social Structure 

Sociology: the study of the diverse contexts within which individuals lives unfold and the social world is created 

Social World: 2 Components
1) Social Interaction: the way people act together and how people change their behaviour based of the presence of others  
· Governed by a set of norms 
· Norms:  the basic rules of society that help us know what is and is not appropriate to do in any situation 
· Violation of norms leads to all kinds of problems 
· Present a pleasing version of ourselves to others 
· EX: yelling on top of your desk if you are bored everyone knows it’s wrong, but you do it anyways. 
· Consequences, people will look at you badly, your prof will escort you out of the class
· You know it’s wrong and in this society it is best to keep your true feelings to yourself 

· Most of the time we want to “fit in”, knowing the rules of norms of society is important to avoid embarrassment and acting appropriately in different contexts 
· We learn to absorb societal norms based off our interactions with important others
· Families, friends, profs, etc 

2) Social Structure: describe the many diverse ways in which the rules and norms of everyday life become enduring patterns that shape and govern social interactions.
· Where our norms and rules that govern social interaction come from 
· The following aspects provide the essential framework for everything we do in our daily lives 
· Inform each other through our social interactions, we reinforce the norms and those norms shape and guide the interactions with others 
· Social structure becomes visible often through experience or research of lack of freedom
· Formal laws and regulations that the gov establishes 
· Social hierarchies: a set of important social positions that often grant some individuals and groups higher status and more power than others 
· EX: child listens to parent, student listens to teacher, etc
· Institutions:  longstanding and important practices and the organizations that regulate those practices 
· EX: gov, legal system, etc
· Provide the framework for interaction to occur often organizes existing norms into enduring patterns of behaviour  
· EX: contract between 2 people, expected to fulfill that promise BUT what if someone doesn't?
· The government and legal systems help enforce the contract as oppose to the individual resulting to violence 
· People can turn to institutions and laws if people go against the norms 

Q3) Where did SOCIOLOGY COME FROM and how is it different from the other SOCIAL SCIENCES?

Birth of Sociology 
· Began to develop when growing number of people began to turn from abstract ideas/debates to thinking of how the real world works 
· One of the five major social sciences 
· Sociologist work in universities, inside government agencies, non profit organizations and advocacy groups
 
· Auguste Comte: French philosopher who first used the term “sociology” 
· Believed sociology would become the ultimate social science 
· Social Statics: the study of societies as they are 
· Social Dynamics: the process of social change 
· Positivism: Observe and classify social behaviour to uncover social laws
· He was looking at social order, how are things gonna work now?
· How our families gonna stick together? Diff family life in rural communities? Or religion?
· How is this gonna work? He didn’t wanna come up with his own conclusion 
· Introduced; positivism 
· In urban places, the vibe between the public and private life 
· In urban areas you start to get the divides, you leave home (private),public world (work)
· Understand these shifts and patterns 
·   Understand how he saw the new social world being organized
· He saw society progressing through 
·   How sociology is changing and gonna continue to change 
·  He argued there would be a new social order
·  Look at positivism, soc is a scientific method, looking through methods


· Emile Durkhiem: “the father of sociology”  
· Founded the first European sociology department at the University of Bordeaux
· Created the first major European journal of sociology called “Archives for Social Science and Social Welfare” 

Sociology and the Industrial Revolution

2 Critical Developments 
1) Industrialization: the growth of factories and large scale goods productions
2) Urbanization: the growth of cities 

· This was a period when new technology and innovations was made possible and the growing of large scale manufacturing 
·  Boosted the economy
· Created jobs 
· Took people away from rural areas such as farms 
· Concentrated in urban areas; population was growing 

· BEFORE people were alone on a farm, NOW people are surrounded by thousands of people and can discuss their problems

Sociology and Other Social Sciences 

· Sociology moves from individuals to groups to institutions to global society 
· Very broad spectrum; doesn’t define itself to a specific arena in life 
· Can be defined as all of the social sciences; takes the understands from them and applies it to sociology
· To explain why individuals do what they do; we must view SOCIAL CONTEXT

Political Scientist: topics that involve the governments and policies they produce 
Economist: individuals economic behaviour and the performance of the economy 
Psychologist: understanding the workings of the human mind
Anthropologist: expertise in practices of diverse cultures and how they vary across time and place 
Interdisciplinary Research: central part of learning about any topic in sociology or the other social sciences 
 
Sociology Children
· Sociology has helped create a number of new areas of studies 
· Criminology, gender studies, gay studies, etc

CHAPTER 2

Social World through Social Theory

Theories: enable us to see things in a different way
· guide , but also provoke 
· Encourage to pay attention to something we ignored 
· Ask new/unusual questions we don’t normally think about
· Make arguments we so strongly we disagree with we come up with a better approach 

Diversity of the Social Theory 

Social Theory:  are systematic ideas about the relationship between individuals and societies 
· Different kinds of social theories 
· Some apply to only one single topic that sociologist study 
· Sociology has multiple and often competing social theories 

Range of Theories 
Macro analysis: economic changes, big picture, patterns, gov policies, how they change the social 
Micro analysis: looks at the everyday conversations we have, changing or reproducing social relationships, how the self engages with others, social interactions, what happens in schools, religious places, etc


Three Common Themes: Social Theory  

1) What is the nature of the individual? 
2) What are the circumstances or conditions under which societies change?
3) What is it that holds societies together?

Social Theories

4 Transitions 
1) Change from farming and agriculture to industry and factories (Industrial Revolution) 
2) Movement of people from rural areas to urban
3) Change in government 
4) Change in the role of religion in society 

Peter Berger – Social Construction-> Invitation to Sociology
C. W. Mills – Sociological Imagination; difference between personal troubles and public issues of social structure
Karl Marx – economic system, class struggle, relations of inequality – mode of production, forces of production and social relations of production, conflict between the bourgeois and the proletariat. 

Idea: the way humans produce the things they need to live is the essential foundation of any society 
· Human history is best understood through the history of different economic systems
· If we want to understand why particular kinds of social or culture ideas emerge, we should look at the society’s economic system
· Why? His argument was all societies produce economic surplus 


2 Questions
1) Who should take possession of this surplus?
2) What means do they use to do so? 

Classes: groups of people who share a similar set of economic interests

Mode of Production: characterize the dominant economic system in a society and the classes that the economic system gives rise to
· Ancient societies -- based on slavery
· Feudalism -- largely agrarian societies with a tiny group of landowners
· Capitalism -- economies organized around market-based exchange 
· Private ownership of the means of production
· It encourages the pursuit of personal profit
· Free competition
· Socialism -- Public ownership of the means of production
· Pursuit of collective goals
· Slogan –”from each according to his abilities, to each according to his needs”
· Centralized decision making

Capitalism
·     Encourages personal profit
·     Small role of gov; there to deal with international relations
·     There's no state of interference; ideal type
 
Socialism 
-      Everyone getting everything they need
-      No one is living in poverty
-      The state is involved and makes all the decisions 
-      Critics of capitalism, how socialism is a solution 


[image: ]

Forces of Production: technological and productive capacity of any society at a given point in time 
Social Relations of Production: the relationships and inequalities between different kinds of people within the economy 

· Can be thought of as all of the different kinds of tools people use to make things 
· Relations of production are how people are organized to carry out the tasks needed to produce those things 
· Marx thought the MODE OF PRODUCTION would shape/determine what kinds of laws and government systems were possible 
· Capitalism -- would soon become the dominant economic system around the world 

· Conflict between two classes (possession of capital) 
· Bourgeoisie: possessed special resources known as capital
· Pay others to do their own work 
· Capital: money or other assets that can be used for business investment 
· Proletariat: members who own no capital 
· Must seek paid employment in order to pay for their basic needs 

· Marx thought every mode of product would eventually fall into crisis and when this happens a social revolution is likely to occur 
· Economic lenses, how the econ system is most important, creates social relations 
·   How to overcome this was through communism, things would be fair and equal 
· His ULTIMATE GOAL, is communism, solve all the problems 
· In order for capitalism to arise, all the authority of landlords were to be destroyed 
· Economic freedom which didn't exist under feudalism 
· Thought the proletariat would create a revolution which would overthrow capitalism in favour of a socialist society 
· Economic system determined the form of society
· Conflict between bourgeoisie and proletariat
· Relations of inequality and class conflict
· Alienation

Socialist Society: the productive forces of society are owned by everyone (not by individual business owners) 
Class Struggle: classes of people who are treated so differently by the economic system are bound to be in conflict with one another 


Emile Durkheim –rules of everyday life, social fact, social forces, suicide, social solidarity, mechanical and organic solidarity, morality 
· One of the founding fathers of sociology 
· Believed sociologist were responsible for answering the questions about the functioning of society 

3 Important Concepts 
1) Concept of the “social fact”
2) Analysis of social solidarity 
3) Analysis of religion as a force in modern society 

Social Fact: those regulations and rules of everyday life that every human community has 
Social Force: is something broader than a social fact 

· Social meaning they arise from human action at some point in the past
· Facts/forces meaning we are born in a world where there are many that we must follow in order to fit in
· Norms are a very powerful force; restrains us for doing things
· We know norms exist based off violations; negative reactions 
· Social forces influence human behaviour 
· EX: Suicide; influenced by social factors (war, religion, marital status)

What is it that holds societies together?
· This problem is called social solidarity 
Social Solidarity: where do shared morals and connections between individuals come from? 

Mechanical Solidarity (Pre-modern): dominant form, called “primitive” societies, built around extended families linked horizontally into tribes 
· Characterized by a minimal “division of labour” 
· With an economic base consisting primarily of hunting and gathering or simple agriculture 

Organic Solidarity (Modern): known as “modern society”, extensive division of labour and mutual dependence among people can be found 

· Pre-modern societies held together because of similar activities 
· Modern societies was successful because of specialization 
· Require some widely shared beliefs to hold people together  
· Freer to express our individual taste, preferences and interests because society does not force us to all have the same beliefs  

· Believed the role of religion played a role in both societies 
· Sacred: those objects, places and symbols that are set apart from daily life and are sustained by rituals and myths (connected with God)
· His idea is that social forces create our sense of what is sacred opens the door to a whole new way of understanding religion 
· Religion helps connect societies or groups of people together
· Shared beliefs and makes stronger 

Beliefs
· Human behaviour (the way we act)  is not natural, it is learned; by training or socializing 

Socialization Process: the way we learn how to behave in society 

Extra Info
· Everyday practices is highly influenced by social forces 
· Religion as a force in modern life (common sets of beliefs and makes individuals and societies stronger)
· Centreson sacred, i.e. those objects, places, beliefs, and behaviours that are treated with exceptional deference
· Suggests religion provides individuals with a common set of beliefs and a context for joining together in a shared activity
·  How he understand suicide and came to that understanding 
· It's not that the indiv wants to kill themselves, how has social forces influenced you to suicide
·  He looks at social forces? Unemployment rate? Divorces? Etc?
·  Changes in society, people moving to urban areas
· Suicide for him; based on the influence of different social forces
· 2017 on England; social isolation; UK has established a ministry of loneliness; new 
· What is happening in our social world? Making people lonely? Sad?
·   “social solidarity”; how do societies work, where shared morals from indiv come from
· You gotta go back and unpack “pre-modern society”- mechanical solidarity 
·  Ok people are living on the land, look all the same, farmers, religious, they are connected to families and church, he's analyzing the social not making a judgement 
·   People were more connected before, life was busy, people were seeing each other
·  Modern society; organic solidarity; division of labour, we all look different 
·  Buying a house go to real estate, specialization where we all start to look different, secular society, people refuse religion
· We get indiv as expertise
· These are social forces that change the social, different social problems are anomie (how people feel different from society, don’t feel connected) therefore, suicide 
· Ok suicide we have, rather looking at a person, looks at the change in social forces resulted in a different social solidarity 
· He turned to religion a lot
· The sacred, what mobilizes people to come together, he thinks is religion
·  We may come together for nationalistic reasons, example the flag 
·  “the sacred”; what organizes society, what people gather around 


Max Weber – the motivations that guide individual behaviour, Interpretive Sociology, Verstehen, authority, power, legitimacy, status groups, social closure, Protest Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. 

· Motivations that guide human behaviour
· Why we behave the way we do?
· In order to understand these motivations for behaviour we have to look not just at the social environment BUT also get inside people's heads 
· How they interpret/give meaning of the world around them 

Interpretative Sociology: understanding of social action
· Proposed typology of different kinds of social actions differentiated by motivations that guide them

Weber's Typology of Motives Actions

Instrumental Rationality: Behaviour oriented toward gaining or achieving some specific reward 
· EX: coming to class to achieve a good grade on a test; learn more
Value Rationality: Behaviour guided by a belief in some ultimate value, regardless of rewards
· EX: comes to class because you value education 
Affectual Motives: Action that is guided by positive or negative emotions 
· EX: Fear that your prof will hate you for not coming to class
Traditional Motives: Action that is guided by a belief in following established traditions
· Comes to class because your parents, grandparents did; tradition 

Argument 
· Why capitalism appeared earlier and grew faster in other countries VS others? 
·  Influence of certain religious movements such as PROTESTANTISM 
· Connected to places that has the earliest and most successful capitalist economies 
· Believed it was a sign that you were in God’s graces if you became economically successful 
· Encouraged them to work hard and save money 
· Encouraged others to do the same working habits 

Why do people respect hierarchies and obey orders? 
· Difference between power and authority 
· Power: a person’s ability to achieve his or her objective even if someone else tries to present it (through threatening or forcing)
· Believes you can’t always get your way by force
· Authority: the capacity to get people to do things because they think they should abide the commands of those above them
· Legitimacy: when authorities have this, we obey them not because of a threat/force but because we believe obeying them is the right thing to do

Three Types of Legitimate Domination
1) Traditional Authority: arising out of tradition, common in rigid societies such as Europe
2) Charismatic Authority: arises out of the perception that a leader is endowed with special powers or gifts (“gift of grace”)
3) Legal-rational Authority: based on explicit rules, pillars of modern society; bureaucracy 
· A charismatic leader who questions traditional norms and tries to replace them have high power 

Status Groups: groups of people with similar kinds of attributes or identities such as religion, ethnicity and race.

Stratification System: inequalities between groups that persist over time 

Social Closure: various ways in which groups seek to close other groups access to opportunities 
· How groups gain advantages over other groups?
· Excluding non members from opportunities
 
Extra Info
· Weber; influences by Marx, motivation that guide social behaviour, reasons we act the way we do, interested in social inequality, starts from a different place than Marx
·  Interpretative sociology; what motivated behaviour?
·  Only solution to social inequality is communism 
· Not all actions are interpreted in the same kind of way 
· Ex; reasons for coming to class today, we all have different reasons
·   Everyone has different motivations for being in class
· Indiv has different reasons for behaving the way we do “interpretive sociology”
· One action, we all have different reasons; this action of being, interpretive 
·   He is famous for “protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism”
·  Like DURKIEN, he was interested in religion 
· He argues, there’s something wrong with work ethics 
·   The catholic churches are very wealthy, rich material, look differently, Catholics did things differently, did their living different compared to protestant
· Other European countries where the religion was dominating Catholics were not good 
· Protestant; the better after life; that is judged how you live your life in the present
· Work is important; how we bring all these elements together 
·   Sociological method; do sociological inquiry, think something is happening, need to REPEAT, need examples, happening in the social world
· Research has to have an empathic understanding, need to have objectivity; try to understand the indiv motivations
·   He looked at systems; how the world, gov, dictatorship works “Legitimacy” 
· More interesting, how authority works; ex, gov 
· How do these governments govern, cant make people do everything you want them to do (non-military state)

 3 CATEGORIES 
Traditional; interpreting the ruler as having legitimacy 
Charismatic;the leader can mobilize people on board with what project their talking about; convince people you are right and get as many people as possible on board
Legal-rational authority;Rules, bureaucracy, elections, we accept the rules in which we live, may complain but still obey 

·  Looks at status groups; the ways we identify our gender or ethnicity, people with similar attributes, they form a status
· Not just about status, relation to the economic system 
· If you’re religious, what religious group you belong under 
· Some of the social status groups, there is closure
· There is also social closure, can’t be in a Ukrainian group if you aren’t Ukrainian
· Various ways groups try to close opportunities 
· Ex: in Africa, a black person couldn’t marry a white person 
· Status groups is where he looks at inequality, but there are points of closure
· Stratification system, not just class

George Simmel
· Believed and individual stands at the intersection point of overlapping social circles and societies are built around them 
· EX: have certain types of friend groups based off hobbies 
· How individuals fit into social circles 
· Relationship between individual and group 

Social Distance: the importance of how close or distant from one another the people in groups are 

Network Analysis: the study of how individuals are connected to other individuals and the consequences of those connections 

Social Network: ties between people, groups and organizations in which they don’t typically notice 
· EX: how rumours spread 


W.E.B Du Bois – double consciousness, racial inequality. 

Problem
· Racial inequality in American society 
· Stereotypes of disadvantage groups 
· Racial inequality was not rooted by in biological differences but rather manufactured by the american society 
· Took statistical data, went house-to-house to gather data on the black population 
· Lack of money, education, opportunities in the american society is what made them seem inferior 
· Happened to be located in poorer communities where crime rates were high 
· AMERICAN SOCIETY is to blame, not biological factors 

Racism: other racial groups are inferior to your racial group 

Extra Info
· Why did Du Bois argue that black Americans experience a “double consciousness”?
· Had to life 2 types of lives; black life and the american life 

Du Bois’ key concepts
· Racial inequality was not rooted in biological differences but manufactured in American society
· Every aspect of African Americans’ life was shaped by limited opportunities
· One of NAACP founders
·  Black Americans, how do they live in American, are there lives different from white Americans 
·  How you identity is interpreted based off your racial status 
· The colour of your skin, the inequality you may face, is routed in by biology, your genes make a difference 
· This was because of the social system; it’s not biology 

New Directions in Social Theories 

Talcott Parsons

Structural Functionalism: individuals, groups and the institutions of any society are guided by an overreaching social system 
· Contains powerful norms, values and institutions 
· Good way of maintaining social order 
· Social changes happen gradually; depended on biology 

Three Critical Ideas
1) Enduring features of society can ultimately be explained in terms of their “functional” purpose.
2) Individuals are heavily shaped and constrained by the social system in which they are living.
3) Conflicts are minimized by the social system as individuals learn (or “know”) and more or less accept their “place”.

Extra Info
·  Everyone has their own bias, comes from this perspective, part of our everyday
· Talcott Parsons; looking at the educational system
· Key elements to any society were organized by the broader 
· Society is functional, there is a structure to society, all parts matter, need it all to function
·  It’s like an organism; we need it all; everything is important; all elements of the social world
·  We have institutions, powerful norms 
· Unlike MARX, they take social inequality and try to make sense of how it works, must not be a problem. Because it continues to exist
·  Not looking on how it can be undone, but how the system works 
· “don’t question the system, they explain the system” 
·   Macro type; looking at the big picture of society
·  Macro theory

Ralf Dahrendorf: 
Conflict Theory: 
· Provides alternative to functionalist social theory.
· Attempts to explain social inequalities that inevitably produce tensions between groups
· C. Wright Mills (1918–1962): Conflict Theory
· Posited that America in the 1950s was governed by “power elite” that strove to protect its privileges and dominated government policy making
· Introduced the concept of the “sociological imagination”
· New ways of thinking for social injustice and inequality; not natural outcomes 
· Produces tension between groups and people over who gets what 
· There privileges persist because of powerful individuals /groups go to great lengths to protect them 
· EX: unions to protect workers 
Extra Info
· Categories of theories, look at the social world, but question why things are happening
· Use religion to explain why certain social things exist 
· They understand it and move forward to say this is what it looks like and now this is the problem 
· Functional theorist would say; there’s conflict, how can we reduce it
· Look at the social world with questioning why it exists the way it exists
· Depending on the time of marxism



Symbolic Interactionism: Focuses on how people interact with one another and the role that symbols play in those interactions
· Mead and Blumer: Symbolic Interactionism
· Suggests that social order starts from individuals and the meanings they give to objects, events, and relationships with others
· What is means to be a social human being 
· Our behaviour is shaped based off the opinions of others 
· Based off how much we value them 
· Involve everyday interactions
· Eating together, playing together, etc
 
Erving Goffman
· Argues that we are constantly seeking to influence how people interpret our behaviours by strategically acting in certain ways to achieve a desired interpretation from others
· Communicating who we are through impressions 

Extra Info
· Looks at the social world through and how we set up social; starts from the individual 
· How you talk to your kids
· The kind of conversations we have 
· Whatever happens in your home, starts the process of the social world
· Reproduces stuff
· Your daily actions build 
·  Everything has meaning, the way we talk, show answers

Neo-Marxists
· Expand on Marx’s original ideas about politics to develop a theory of the capitalist state
Capitalist State: the governing institutions of a capitalist society 
Revival of Marxism
· Argued that the capitalist state could, and indeed often had, forced powerful economic classes to make “concessions” to the working class (thereby improving the living standards of all citizens)
· Developed a much more elaborate understanding of the nature of social classes and the class structure within capitalist societies
· Governments make policies in the interest of capitalist class
· Capitalist class -> Middle class -> working class  

Globalization: the increasing flows of goods and services across national borders 

Feminist Social Theory: placed gender and gender inequality at the centre 
· How the social world is designed for men and women
· Gender inequality 
· Differs based off income status, racial status,etc 

Three key approaches to social theory
1) Early feminist scholars searched for cause of gender inequality
2) Next wave of theorists posited that existence of gender needed to be examined and challenged
3) More recent theory attempts to view gender in relationship to other social hierarchies

Patriarchy: the idea that societies are set up to ensure that women are systematically controlled (devalued)
Sex: biological characteristics 
Gender: social meaning to what is attached to being a “man” or “woman”
Social Construction: societies create gender categories (inequality) which are not natural outcomes of biological differences 
Psychoanalysis: the study of the conscious and unconscious individual mind and its influence on individual behaviour 
Intersectionality: a focus on the linkages among disadvantaged groups 

Michel Foucault and the Problem of Power

Foucault’s contributions
· Foucault was particularly interested in the role of “discipline” across societies—both how we discipline ourselves and how others (and institutions) try to discipline us.
· Discipline: is both a major characteristic and a function of power
· Everyone disciplines everyone else
·  Looked at the social world; how we discipline ourselves
· How we participate in our own choices we make; kind societal choice 
· How I discipline myself to make these decisions; how and why does that happen?
· Self-discipline: ex: coming to class, we know this is what we have to do
· How we self-discipline; how we think we’re making choices; but they’re limited 

Pierre Bourdieu’s Approach to Theorizing Social Inequality
· People act differently in the world based off their class location; different habits

Classes: as groups of people who share the same position within the structure of the economy different people have different kinds of habitus, depending especially on their upbringing and their education.

Cultural capital: knowledge about what is considered “high” or respected culture, expressed most clearly in certain people’s capacity to be able to talk intelligently about art or literature; those who have cultural capital are those whom we judge to be “cultured”.

Social capital: resources based on who you know and can call upon for help when you need it

Symbolic capital: refers to reputation. It consists of how a person or group is judged by a particular community, often in reference to someone’s accomplishments


Extra Info
· Lot of them are fighting with Marx
· He does understand society stranditified ??
· Cultural capital; what happens, people have access too, how a particular form of this that will help you succeed in certain societies 
· The ability to know how to speak in a certain way, the way we understand pop culture 
· Not just about class, the way you perform that specific knowledge, not from school, but everything else 
·  Knowing how to use pop cultural reference 
· Social capital: resources, ability to have access to certain things that aren’t given to you, people you have over for dinner 
 
Harriet Martineau
· She was blocked of, could not get an academic position because she was a woman
· She becomes a social worker, she mobilizes 
·   Because she was blocked off she became an activist

CHAPTER 3

Quantitative Research
· order in chaos
· patterns and regularities between social variables
· Patterns and regularities
· How do we try to make statements about the social word
· Variables; can break it down 
·  Education, different levels
·  Income
· Marital status 
· Observable characteristics 
· Able to answer questions, certain category
· Take this data, do a statistical analysis
· Generalized to a large group of people 

Variable: Observable characteristic 
· EX: sex, education, annual income, marital status, etc

Qualitative Research: generalized to large groups 
· captures complexity  
· social meaning
· experiences and understanding
· relations between people
· rich in description and meaning

-      Looking at variables, complexity of the social word, difficult to capture with general questions
-      Relationships between people 
-      Ask the same kind of questions, research is different though
-      Ex: poverty
-      After school program do, they take part it? What do they do in recreation?
-      Creates a snapshot for
-      What does it mean to live in poverty?
-      You ask different kinds of questions; interviews for example 
-      Example; in a abusive research, can’t leave too poor 
-      How do people live it, researchers make sense of it 
-      How we have different meaning systems 
-      Can talk about themes, present research as themes 
-      I can speak to the challenges happening and need to pay attention too
-      Just because its generalized doesn’t mean it’s not happening 

Six Research Methods

1.     Surveys:
-      Collecting information
-      Happen in person, mail, email
-      Generalizability
-      Opinions on first year Laurier, it’s impossible
-      Surveys you do it are broad
-      Method; get across the analysis 
-      Subset a population; random sample IMPORTANT 
-      Don’t need to ask every single female or male 
-      Not enough money to survey everyone
•       Closed-ended questions (income level, opinion)
•       Open-ended questions
•       Operationalization – question design
•       i.e How religious are you? 
•       How do you really know how religious a person is
•       How do you measure it?
•       church attendance
•       rituals or sacraments completed
•       extra-curricular church activities
•       subscribe to a religious newsletter
•       attend talks
•       ask these sub questions because then you start to build the question
•       your belief YES, your practices NO
•       if you want to get a sense of things, you have to break it up and ask many questions

2.  Participation Observation
•       participate and observe
•       you have access to the group you want to study
•       your role is just to observe, not interfere 
•       understand the perspective of those being studied
•       able to observe behavior
•       different understanding of what you’re looking at
•       those spaces you need permission; privileged 
•       people need to trust their research and won’t get hurt 
•       able to observe behaviour
•       can’t send a survey out “fill out the forms”
•       you have to physically be there




3.     Qualitative Interviews
•       unstructured or semi-structured interview
•       explain in their own words 
•       opportunity to hear the people you want to hear more about and explain their reality in their own words
•       detailed, descriptive and meaningful data
•       what’s the contradictory? 
•       The questions help guide the interview
•       VERY DETAILED, DESCRIPTION
•       Stuff you’d hoped to get, don’t want to do with this, alarming 
•       Personal stuff, people will reveal this stuff, how do you react 
•       People talk way more than less
•       Long, complicated, costly 

4.     Secondary Analysis
•       Use data gathered by someone else
•       You not going out to do the research
•       Data gathered by reliable sources 
•       These are my questions, how do I find the data
•       BIG DATA; hot topics 
•       Stats Canada; best way to get secondary data
•       Hard to do with being an induvial research 
•       The gov wants info about their country
•       Every 5 years we have a form census 
•       Able to make conclusions; pull it from the census 
•       Every house gets it  
•       ¼ receive a 36-page long census form


5.     Documents (different methods of getting research)
 
 Content analysis (making sense of meaning)
•       Ex: How are advertisement sexiest? 
•       Have a topic on what you want to do, analysis it based off the content 
•       Everything creates meaning
•       Gives you a way to look at meaning created through documents 
 
Historical sociology
Ex: settlement; how immigrants settled in, what were some of their challenges?
·     Different archives 
·     Go to a different country in order to get research 

 
6.     Unobtrusive measures
•       Studying people without their knowledge
•       Stuff that is PUBLIC
•       Glance at it and takes notes 
•       Be careful what you do what your info
•       Watching people
•       Taking notes
•       Don’t need to get permission
•       Ex: looking at people’s blue bins 




Steps in the Research Process
 
1. Selecting a topic
-      Go big
-      what is the topic you are interested in
 
Steps…
 
2.  Defining the problem 
-      What do you want to know about the topic?
-      EX: What affects does living common laws have on a long-term relationship? 
 
Steps …
 
3. Reviewing the literature 
 - What has been found in the past?
- What research questions remain? 
- EX: my research will come with different answers, ask similar questions 
 
EXAMPLES 
- religion? Does it play a role? A block?
- people choose to stay together; to save the relationship 
- on people living together
-  income/class play a role in living together
- too expensive to get married
 
 
Steps ….
 
4. Formulating a hypothesis or research question
 -      What is it you think is happening here?
-      What do you want to look at?
-      Ex: why does this relationship exist? 
-      What are the factors that influence common law relationships?
 
Steps …
 
5.  Choosing a research method
•       Qualitative or quantitative? – Depends on the question you are asking
•       Your method has to align with your research question 
•       When you read articles, find the research question, thesis, argument 
•       When you put a research together, you have to have an argument!!
 
Steps …
 
6. Collecting the data
•       Validity; did you measure what you intended to measure?
•       Reliability; can the results be replicated in other studies?
•       Ex: I do a study, ask a series of questions, some other researcher took those questions, would they get the same kind of results?
•       What we do in sociological, seem logical, method we take to investigate 
 
Steps …
 
7.    Analyzing the results
-       Quantitative; statistical analysis 
-       Qualitative; transcription and documentation 
-       Look for patterns that emerge
-       Transcribe all of it; translated; lots of info; go through it all, code it to be able to say something
Steps …
 
8.    Sharing the results
· Making the results available for critique and replication
· Finish all this, you have your work, years of work
· Can’t just publish it, have to be reviewed by your colleagues in your field
· Sometimes your data, framework you used didn’t like, therefore, didn’t like your data 
· Can do well, can be challenged
· By the time you get out there, has gone through a lot of transformations 
· We talk about certain things, they stand, until something happens 


Research and Theory Work Together: Interdependent

Ethics
 
•       Background: 
•       Ethically questionable research:
•       Nazis research revealed in Nuremberg trials post WWII
•       Humphrey’s Tearoom Study; social interaction in “tearooms” public restrooms
•       Award was taken away from him, sex taking place in men bathrooms
•       He gets involved by playing the look out 
•       In the process of being involved he would take down the plates
•       Goes to their own, tell them about the study, lots of them are married
•       It’s BAD because he didn’t have ethical permission, could’ve ruined their lives 
•       You need to get consent 
•       Do research that is ethical, driven by ethics 
•       Can’t carry on research that is harmful to people 
 
· Major areas addressed in ethics guidelines today
· deception and informed consent
· harm
· confidentiality and anonymity
· Guaranteed these things; have to follow through 


GUEST SPEAKER 

CHAPTER 4

Key Terms 

Material Culture: jewellery, art, buildings, weapons, clothing provide a sharp contrast to what a Canadian is used to

Non-Material Culture: ways of thinking (beliefs, values, assumptions) and doings (language, gestures)
· Symbolic Culture: symbols people use to communicate 

Symbol: people attach meaning then use to communicate (gestures, languages, norms, values)

Gestures: use of one's body to communicate with others, shorthand messages without giving words 

Language:  a system of symbols that can be strung together in an infinite number of ways for the purpose of communicating thoughts 

Sapir-Whorf hypothesis: alert us to how extensively languages affect us

Values: peoples ideas of what is desirable in life 

Norms: expectations, rules of behaviour that develop out of a group's value 

Sanctions: positive or negative ways in which people react to following norms 

Positive Sanctions: expression of approval given for following a norm

Negative Sanctions: disapproval for breaking a norm 

Folkways: norms that are not strictly enforced 

Mores: norms that are taken much seriously, essential to our core values 
· Stealing, raping, killing 

Taboo: norms that are so strong the thought of violation is unbearable 
· Sex with your parents

Subculture: consist of people whose experiences have led them to a distinctive way of looking at life 

Conculture: subcultures cultures belong to this larger society 

Cultural relativism: trying to understand a culture on its own terms 

Ethnocentrism: tendency to use our own group’s ways of doing things in a way to judge others 

Pluralistic Society: made up of many different religions, races and ethnics groups 

Value Contradictions: violates freedom, democracy and equality

Cultural Universals: values, norms, cultures traits founded everywhere 

Tools: modify objects used for specific purpose 

Technology: the skills/procedure necessary to make and use tools 

Cultural Lag: not all parts of culture change at the same pace 

Cultural Levelling: cultures become similar to one another based off industrialization, technology, western culture 

Cultural diffusion: contacts humans have with other groups, adapting to others way of life  
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