Multiple-Choice Questions (6/40)

1. A deductive argument is one in which
a. The premises must be true.
b. The conclusion is highly likely.
c. There is no way for the premises to be true and the conclusion false.
d. The premises must be false.

2. (a) Determine whether each passage is most likely meant to give an argument, an explanation, or neither. 
(b) For those that are arguments, identify the final conclusion.
(c) For those that are neither an argument nor an explanation, state what kind of sentences they are. (5/40)
a. You should take the apartment: it isn’t too expensive, it’s relatively clean, and it’s close to where you work.

3. Each passage contains an argument that has an implicit (unstated) conclusion or premise. 
First, clearly state the implicit (unstated) premise or conclusion. 
Second, state whether it is an implicit premise or an implicit conclusion. (5/40)
a. Fred must have made this mess. I know George didn’t. 

4. Put the following arguments into standard form, and then diagram them. (8/40)
a. Tamara couldn’t have been in Montreal on Tuesday, because she spent the whole day in the library here in Ottawa. We know that because two independent witnesses said they saw her there.

5. (a) Identify the types of the following non-deductive arguments;
(b) State if they are successful or unsuccessful or unsuccessful
(c) For those that are successful, explain whether the premise(s) makes the conclusions close to certain, or very likely, or somewhat likely. (8/40)
a. An animal has been gnawing at my sleeping bag. Some of my trail mix has been eaten. I was awakened by something scurrying across my face last night. There are no signs of bears or other large mammals around. So, there must be giant rats in our campground.

6. Identify exactly why each of the following arguments is unconvincing overall. (8/40)
a. Giving tax breaks to the poor completely defeats the object of sound tax policy. Thus, we should not give tax breaks to the poor.
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