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Europe was split: Western Europe and Eastern Europe (not consulting the countries involved; self-interests were more important = not concerned with the will of the people)

Before Germany even surrenders, it becomes a question of: When will Germany lose this war?
The question is: How do we prepare for what comes next? Who will fill this vacuum of power?

1) Franklin Delano Roosevelt = FDR (U.S. President)
2) Winston Churchill (Prime Minister of Great Britain)
3) Joseph Stalin (Soviet Union)

October 1944: Dividing the Spoils: The Percentages Agreement (5 countries: Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Greece, and Yugoslavia)
Top-level meeting between the members of the Grand Alliance (see 3 above)
Churchill takes the lead and takes it upon himself to fly to Moscow to try and solve this pressing question, provides Joe with a proposal (the Napkin that divided the Europe)
FDR (in the middle of a re-election) cannot be there, so he sends an envoy
Sphere of influence: The Soviets are going to call the shots in some countries, the UK and US are going to call the shots in other countries, allied and have influence; Soviet and Western
For example: Romania (90% of Soviet influence, 10% American/English) => gives Soviet Union a buffer from a possible Western invasion

Document is kept for posterity (future generations)
Omission from document: Poland (large Eastern European country)
Poland and the Soviet Union have a long adversarial relationship
*As early as 1944, once Germany was defeated, Europe was going to be split into two

After this rough draft, we need to formalize this agreement. We need to bring in the American ally. The real power behind the Western alliance is the United States.

February 1945: Yalta Conference (Crimean Peninsula)
Stalin invites his allies there
FDR “a dying man”
Stalin refused to leave the Soviet Union
The three giants meet to codify the post-war world order (before even Germany surrenders)

The Red Army already occupies all Eastern Europe
There is nothing that Churchill or Roosevelt can do to convince Stalin to back out/to withdraw his troops back into the Soviet Union if he does not want to (short of going to war with the Soviet Union, there is nothing to be done; Roosevelt has not appetite for this)

At Yalta, Stalin will agree to hold fair and free elections in Eastern Europe. Stalin never had any intention of doing this. Only one party…the Communist Party in elections
Stalin agreed to support Roosevelt in the war against Japan 

*The borders are going to be (drawn) where the armies stopped
All those meetings are really for nothing; wherever the Red Army marches, Joseph Stalin will call the shots…same thing goes for the West

*Everyone thinks they are the victim. Joseph Stalin feels threatened by what he calls: “American Imperialism,” the United States and Great Britain feel threatened by what they see as “Communist Aggression.” Each side is always interpreting their own move as defensive and the enemies’ moves as offensive.  As soon as a crisis erupts, it will be interpreted as (yet) more proof that the enemy is hell-bent on their destruction and on world domination. A series of hotspots ignite after WW2 in Iran, Turkey and Greece.

The Iranian Crisis: 1945-1946
-an important piece of real estate, strategically, for two reasons
1) because of where it is located on the map, at the border of the Soviet Union, it is a pipeline into Soviet territory that the United States will use during the war to funnel, lend/lease aid to their soviet ally
2) There is oil there; has become the world’s most important resource (fuels war efforts; literally)

Shah in power made the mistake of being a little too friendly with Nazi Germany. During WW2, the British and the Soviets who, for years, have been competing in the imperial sphere over control in Iran, get worried. What if Nazi Germany gets control of Iranian oil?! This would be bad! During the war, the Soviets and the British jointly occupy the country (North: Red Army takes control, South: British troops). The new Shah: *Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, is put into power.

There is a deal in place that says: 6 months after the war, we pull our troops back. The Red Army refuses to leave after the 6 months are up. Stalin believes, rightly as it turns out, that if the Red Army leaves Iran, it (Iran) will become a “Western Puppet.”
This one of the very first instances of diplomatic Cold War conflict. Over the following weeks, in the United Nations, the United Kingdom and the United States put tremendous diplomatic pressure on the Soviet Union and eventually Stalin backs out. This in the West is viewed as:
1) Proof of Soviet Aggression (i.e. Stalin refused to withdraw his troops)
2) Victory (score for the West)

Stalin was right: When the Red Army leaves, the British oil interests come in followed by American money. The Shah of Iran becomes one of the United States’ closest allies in the region. They sell them a lot of American-made weapons and the CIA starts building listening posts all along the Soviet border.

Stalin reverts to Western bashing after WW2 is over
1946: There is an election campaign in the Soviet Union
Anti-Western rhetoric: “A War might be coming with the West,” capitalism and imperialism made future wars inevitable

*Interpreted in the West as “Stalin is declaring War on Us,” we must be ready
Stalin was just trying to secure the Soviet Union and his own power
In Washington, Harry Truman starts to be worried
-an accidental president
-picked to be FDR’s vice president for purely political electoral reasons; vice president’s role was very ceremonial at the time
-considered to be a lightweight/non-entity
-FDR never even told Truman that the atomic bomb was being developed
-zero experience in diplomacy

1945 (Roosevelt dies): Truman must decide to authorize atomic bombings on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, he must negotiate the future of Europe with Joseph Stalin
He believes: The Soviet Union is a menace that must be resisted by the United States
The American people are sick and tired of war; they want their loved ones to come home
How do I ask my people to make another effort to save the world? The American people, after all, have been isolationist for a long time. They, historically, do not like to entangle themselves with the rest of the world. Seeing the Cold War on the horizon, Truman decides to test the waters of public opinion in the United States. He does so by inviting Winston Churchill to Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri in 1946.

After Stalin’s election speech, Churchill gives one of his many memorable speeches.
The Iron Curtain Speech; from the Baltic to the Adriatic (to a college American audience): Churchill will describe an Eastern Europe that is under threat. A Europe that is split into two by an iron curtain. Churchill is calling an alliance with the English-speaking people of the world = meaning, he wants the Americans to act as sponsors = to save Christian civilization by opposition to the Atheistic communists in the Soviet Union. Churchill is no longer Prime Minister at the time, but his opinions still carry a lot of weight. Churchill is worried about the future of mankind.

*What matters is perception. Whether or not Stalin could have conquered all of Europe does not matter. What matters is Truman believes he wants to.

The Soviet-Turkish Crisis: 1945-1946
Turkey seems to be about to fall to Soviet domination. During WW1, Turkey/Ottoman Empire sided with Germany and lost most of its provinces in the process. Even during WW2, they were friendly with Germany, even if technically neutral. Turkey and Russia have a long-standing rivalry for control of different areas. Turkey, during WW2, will turn a blind eye to German submarines making their way up to Dardanelles and the Bosporus Straits into the Black Sea to sink Soviet ships. The Soviet Union feels that having Turkey control this Strait is an affront/insult to their sovereignty and a problem for their security. Russia does not have any way of easily moving ships into the Mediterranean Sea. Their warm water ports in the region are all stuck in the Black Sea. 
Stalin, after WW2, starts pressuring Turkey and demands that Turkey allow them to control access and passage through the Bosporus Straits and Dardanelles. This is seen in Washington and London as further proof of Soviet aggression and seen as a threat to the Suez Canal, one of the world’s most strategically important waterways. In response (gun-boat diplomacy), the United States send the body of the Turkish ambassador to Istanbul on the United States’ largest war ship: USS Missouri. Normally, dead dignitaries are not sent on largest war ships. The United States does this to send a symbolic message to Stalin, to tell him that they are keeping an interest in a free Turkey and not to push his luck. Gun-boat diplomacy: The United States moving military assets to the region/projects military power through ships.
Score West: 2…Soviet Union: 0

Truman and the American people are more and more convinced of the necessity to resist Soviet aggression…

The Greek Civil War: 1944-1949
Greek Communist Guerillas who had been fighting the Nazis during WW2. Anti-Nazi insurrections throughout Europe are quite often Communist. After the War, they decide they want to be in charge and they start planning to overthrow the pro-Western/British Greek government and a civil war breaks out. The British have long-standing interests in Greece and want to protect Greece, to protect again the Suez Canal (just down south). The problem is that Great Britain realizes it doesn’t have the means to support the Greek government anymore. Britain is exhausted/bled-dry by the Second World War (dire situation). They cannot afford to funnel money and war material into Greece. Therefore, Churchill asks Truman for financial help: “Your duty to stand for democracy in Greece.”
Ironically, Stalin did not support the Greek communists. They just happen to be successful on their own. *Whether Stalin is involved does not matter, what matters is the perception. The perception is that this is yet one more example of Communist aggression. Truman is now convinced: We, the American people, must defend the free peoples that are under threat of subjugation. The problem is that the US President is not a King and Congress controls the money. Truman must ask Congress for money to support Greeks and Turks.

Truman Doctrine (U.S. talks to Congress: 1947):
“It must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples (universal language) who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities (Greece) or by outside pressures (Turkey).”
-Truman does not actually utter the word “communism”
-He doesn’t say the Soviet Union is his target
-He doesn’t limit this aid to Greece and Turkey
-America’s duty to protect free peoples from world communism
-the language of democracy and liberty is useful as a rhetorical tool

The man who refines this into an actual policy (i.e. Policy of Containment) is George Kennan
February 1946: Kennan sends his “Long Telegram” (8000 words) to the State Department
July 1947: Foreign Affairs publishes this “Mr.X” article, titled: The Sources of Soviet Conduct
In it, Kennan says, communist menace will spread unless we contain it.

If we want to stop communism from spreading, we also must be worried about the people in Western Europe deciding to invite communism. In France, Italy and elsewhere in Western Europe, there are very healthy, active communist parties (may very well win elections)
Poverty and suffering is fertile ground for communism to grow in
Western Europe is in ruins, in suffering. Their industrial base in the economy has been destroyed by war. This is the perfect breeding ground for communism.
To vaccinate Western Europe against the virus of communism, we must make Western Europe prosperous again, by rebuilding it. The U.S have the means to do so.

June 1947: Secretary of State: George Marshall: Marshall Plan
“Any government that is willing to assist in the task of recovery will find cooperation, I am sure, on the part of the U.S government. Any government which maneuvers to block the recovery of other countries cannot expect help from us.”
-never singles out Soviet Union; instead, he says he is fighting hunger, poverty and disease
-inclusive language

The Paris Conference, July 1947
-meet to discuss details of Marshall Plan
-Soviet Union shows up, to everyone’s surprise (we want some of that money too)

“In exchange for this money, countries must be transparent with how the money is spent”
Upon hearing this, Vladimir Molotov, the Soviet Foreign Minister, decries/criticizes American imperialist expansion into Europe. This money is a poison pill meant to control Europe.

Stalin thinks that this is an American ploy to rebuild Western Europe’s military might in order to threaten the Soviet Union. *This is how the Marshall Plan is perceived in Moscow.

Marshall Plan dollars start flowing into Europe and Western Europe recovers remarkably quickly from the devastation of WW2. In less than a decade, Western European industrial output surpasses pre-war levels.
Two reasons the U.S donates/acts as sponsor:
1) to stop the spread of communism in Western Europe
2) to rebuild markets for American exports. During the war, America’s industry expands tremendously. For American prosperity to continue, they need foreign markets. They reap dividends from this investment/building markets for their own industrial output.

Czechoslovakia is an anomaly in the Cold War. The iron curtain, at first, does not include it. In Eastern Europe, Czechoslovakia is the one place where communists do not rule/an exception. A coalition government is formed by Edward Benes that is going to include communists and non-communists. This is a hopeful sign/model to follow in Eastern Europe. Eventually, the coalition will fall, country will fall under communist control and gap in the iron curtain closes.

1948: The Italian Election Campaign
-has a domestic (healthy and active) communist party
When election comes around, in Washington, people are terrified that the Italian communists are going to win this election and invite Soviet domination of their country. The United States/CIA gets involved (meddling in elections) by launching propaganda efforts characterized by undead Red Army soldiers (“Vote or he will be your boss” => a pic of a skull) with the help of Hollywood’s movies = weapon of the Cold War (spreads American cultural domination)
Italy does not vote for the Communists and stays in the Western camp

