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Fear of nuclear annihilation is a powerful motivator to make you believe in religion…

March 5, 1953: The death of Stalin (“Do not disturb me under any circumstances”)
· He has ruled the Soviet Union with an iron fist since the 1920s
· He dies in large part due to his own paranoia; he was distrustful of his own doctors
· He saw conspiracies, plots and enemies everywhere
· At the time of his death, he is very popular in the Soviet Union => the Soviet people do not know the extent of his crimes

Who will succeed him?
· Dictators, like Stalin, tend not to name successors…CIA can only guess (looked at his funeral)
· Beria- the head of the secret police, knows where all bodies are buried
· Molotov- his right-hand man, foreign minister of Soviet Union
· Malenkov- ultimate party insider, working for Communist Party for years
· Bulganin- the general (military man), has loyalty of the Red Army

Nikita Khrushchev (a Darkhorse; no one could have predicted him as successor)
· Born on a farm to a very poor farmer
· Communism allowed him to rise out of poverty and become leader
· Took pleasure in reminding everyone of his agrarian roots (used farm metaphors) => people would underestimate him as a result

At first the Soviet Union is going to be led by a committee: the POLITBURO => political uncertainty, which is why improving relations with the United States is important

The “Thaw” in East-West: 1953-1956
Soviet Union will start to send signals to the US that they’re open to improvement in relations

In Korea, there was an invasion of the South by Communist North in 1950
Under the banner of the UN, a US army leaves their bases in Japan and land in Korea
Americans push back the communist forces all the way back to the Chinese border
Mao doesn’t like the idea of having Americans on his doorstep, so thousands of Chinese push the Americans back to where they started 
By 1953, that war in Korea has simmered down into a war of attrition (wearing down)
As soon as Stalin dies, efforts are put into place to sign an armistice in this war
Signal #1: In Asia, in 1953, the Soviet Union is pressuring a communist ally to sign an armistice with the United States

Indochina (Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos)
French colony before WW2
From 1946 onward, a brutal colonial war breaks out, has to do with nationalism and the desire for Vietnam independence, very little to do with communist aggression
Vietnam leader is a communist
French (who don’t have the resources to fight this war) will approach their ally, United States, to convince them they’re fighting world communism and not a colonial war
By 1954, the United States are paying 80% of the bill of the French war effort
French are still defeated 

At Geneva, in 1954, the French negotiate with the Vietnamese
Signal #2: The Chinese and the Soviets, together, pressure Vietnam leader to accept the compromise/partition of Vietnam into a north and a south, a “temporary” partition that was supposed to be resolved after two years with pan-Vietnamese elections 

Soviet Withdrawal: Finland
Signal #3: In 1955, the Red Army withdraws its troops from Finland
During WW2, fought a side war with the Soviet Union and lost
After WW2, because they share a border with the Soviet Union, were pressured into giving Stalin a concession: a lease on a naval base in Helsinki

The Soviet Union is in a bind when it comes to its naval-port situation, superpowers project their power across the world through warships => Soviet Union needs warm water ports
In 1955, the Soviet Union decides to let go of this port and return it to Finland

Austria (zones of occupation) was occupied like Germany by the members of the Grand Alliance, Vienna resembled Berlin
Signal #4: In 1955, the Soviet Union will agree along with the United States that they should both withdraw their troops from the country and this occupation under one condition, that Austria remain neutral in the Cold War. Austria will not be allowed to join the military alliance of either NATO or the Warsaw Pact. Austria will be like Switzerland.

The Spirit of Geneva
First of many summit meetings during the Cold War: July 1955
Significant because it is the first time since Potsdam, since 1945, that the Soviet Union and United States meet at the highest levels to talk about common issues, willing to sit down at the same table to talk in the context of fear and mistrust; agreed to absolutely nothing 

Eisenhower’s “Open Skies” Proposal (proposed at Geneva?)
One of the main obstacles standing in the way of any agreement between the United States and the Soviet Union is a lack of any trust
Eisenhower: “We will open our air space, we will allow each other to send planes in the sky to take pictures of our respective territory. This will allow us to trust but verify.”
The United States has a much easier time flying planes over Soviet territory than vice versa
Khrushchev rejects the idea, but Eisenhower does it anyway and designs a “U2 Spy Plane”

Khrushchev’s “Secret Speech” (only to the Party faithful)
In 1956, at the 20th Party Congress, Khrushchev will give a keynote speech now that he feels secure in his control over the Soviet Union, he feels comfortable enough to make public Stalin’s crimes (wanted to put his own stamp on the Soviet Union; turn it into worker’s paradise)
He feels the need to announce to the Party the extent of Stalin’s crimes and his intent to “de-Stalinize” the Soviet Union (to move on from his brutal dictatorship), U.S. get a hold of speech

Model of De-Stalinization: Rebellion in Poland
People outside the Soviet Union, in Eastern Europe, like what they hear about Stalin
Two examples of forceful reactions
Poland, after Germany, is probably the heart of the Cold War in Europe
Churchill at Yalta believed that there was some way to subtract Poland from Soviet dictatorship
When Polish people hear of the secret speech, they take to the streets (workers go on strike), demanding better living conditions
The communist government (Stalinists) in Warsaw will be overthrown by other communists
Gomulka emerges, different brand of communism, no fan of Stalin
Khrushchev gives him a chance
Gomulka says: no free elections in Poland, won’t unban other political parties?, remain members of the Warsaw Pact, will remain loyal to the Soviet Union
All we want is a little bit of leeway to soften communism in Poland and give ppl more liberty

Rebellion in Hungary (a model of de-Stalinization that looks like Poland)
Prime Minister: Imre Nagy (another communist), goes too far
The Stalinist/communist government is also overthrown 
Announces that he will allow elections and that non-communists are going to be allowed to participate and that they’re out of the Warsaw Pact => threatening to Khrushchev 
If he allows Hungary to escape from Soviet control = the first domino to fall
He feels that he has no choice but to send in the Red Army, rebellion is crushed violently
This ends the period of the Thaw

There is nothing Eisenhower can do to help Hungary because the eyes of the world are turned to a Franco-British-Israeli invasion of Egypt, Suez Canal Crisis, a distraction at the same time

Another final attempt at improvement…East meets West: The “Kitchen Diplomacy/Debate”
The Eisenhower decides its worth to reengage with the Soviet Union
World Fair happening in Moscow, U.S. is invited
Nixon, the vice-president, goes to show off American superiority
They bring an American kitchen, with all the modern amenities
The Soviet Union never comes even close to the standard of consumer goods available to the American people, Eisenhower returns the favour by inviting Khrushchev to the United States

Khrushchev wanted to play tourist (pet a cow, meet Frank Sinatra, etc.), less concerned about serious negotiations at Camp David with Eisenhower than he is about putting on a show
“Putting a human face on communism” => good PR stunt

Significance: Despite all the tensions of the early Cold War, there was still a moment in the 1950s where there was real hope/possibility that the two sides might come together. All of that is going to turn into false hope…









