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The Legacy of U.S. intervention
U.S. interventions in Caribbean and Central America 1898-1933
For the first time in history, the United States projects its power beyond its borders
When the U.S. defeats Spain in 1898, it takes over Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines
The whole thing begins as an endeavour to liberate the Cuban people from Spanish oppression

1904: Theodor Roosevelt will add a corollary to the Monroe Doctrine
The Monroe Doctrine was a document written by James Monroe that basically said that we do not want to see any foreign powers intervening in Latin America. Back then, the United States did not actually have the power to enforce that
In 1904, Roosevelt wanted to revive this idea but goes further. Now, the Monroe Doctrine will add: “We, the United States, reserve the right to intervene in the region how and when we want to preserve our own interests.” (U.S. will intervene militarily repeatedly)
*Prime Motivation of American Foreign Policy towards Latin America: “We do not want to see anyone else but us gain a foothold there.”

These interventions become embarrassing in the 1930s when America starts criticizing Germany, Japan, Italy for doing pretty much the same thing, hypocritical

1933: Franklin Roosevelt announces the “Good Neighbour” policy. The United States, from this point forward, will be a good neighbour to the Latin American countries to its South
He pulls out his occupying forces (no more marines occupying Latin American countries)
In practice, the United States still wants to call the shots in Latin America
They began intervening indirectly through proxies = South American dictators who have American interests at heart. Therefore, American hegemony doesn’t disappear…

When WW2 happens, they find themselves with a common enemy. The United States does not want to see Germany gain a foothold in Latin America. The threat of European conflict spreading to the Western hemisphere is very real.

Hemispheric Solidarity during WWII: 1940-1945
Common intent: keep European conflict away from the Western hemisphere
Through several meetings, they decide on the following:
-No transfer resolution (territorial)
They will resolve not to transfer any territory
After the French defeat in 1940, former French islands in the region may be transferred over to Germany
-Hemispheric Security Zone: “No fighting near us.”
They don’t want to be dragged into this conflict
-Suppression of Axis Subversion: “No Nazi agents in the Western hemisphere.”
We will collaborate to ensure Nazi agents cannot operate in the region.
-Provision of strategic raw materials
They will get together and pool their resources to fight Germany
*Seems promising, seems to indicate that the good neighbour policy may actually be real

The Anomaly of Argentina
During WW2, Argentina is friends with Germany and Italy
It will be the one exception to the Hemispheric Solidary and they will refuse to collaborate with the United States
It will allow German and Italian agents to operate in Argentina
After the war, alleged Nazi war criminals will move to Argentina to live in relative peace
Why? Argentina competes with the United States in some of its exports (beef)

The Chapultepec (Mexico) Conference: Feb-Mar 1945
Let’s build on the previous solidarity agreement!
All the countries of the Western Hemisphere (excluding Canada), including Argentina, get together to figure how they will build on this for the post-war world order
To build an actual security system
All parties do not want to see foreign intervention in Latin America and they want to protect themselves *against aggression from an outside power or within = worried about communism

The Rio de Janeiro Conference: 1947
This time, they codify and sign a document creating a regional security system
Like they did for Europe with NATO

The Organization of American States (OAS): 1948
The creation of a new international organization
In theory, it is a mini UN for the Western Hemisphere
A place where Latin American countries and the United States can meet, hash out their problems
If needed, they can band together against a threat = forum for discussion
An American-led organization (headquarters in Washington)

The OAS turns out to be ineffective
The United States has not given up intervention

Guatemala: from dictatorship to democracy
Until 1944, it is led by a dictator: General Jorge Ubico
Then, he is overthrown by a military coup
The military then turns power over to a democratically elected government
Democratically elected president Juan Jose Arevalo (left of center)
1952: His successor, Jacobo Arbenz Guzman, goes much further reform-wise to lift people out of poverty. He decides to nationalize privately-owned lands to spread the wealth around.
Perception: That is damn socialist—bordering on communism

The biggest landowner in Guatemala is an American company: The United Fruit Company of Boston (grows bananas in Guatemala)
Arbenz: “We’ll just nationalize the land you don’t use.”

What is controversial is the compensation the United States will get for its land
Arbenz: “We will give you the value of the land that you declared on your taxes.”
The declared taxable value of the land is a fraction of its real worth.
John Foster Dulles, the American Secretary of State, used to work (used to be their legal counsel; lawyer) for the United Fruit Company and is glad to help
Dulles is concerned that Arbenz is opening the door to communism in Latin America

Dulles goes to the OAS and asks them to intervene against the communist threat
“Let’s kick Arbenz out.”
Dulles doesn’t get what he wants because the OAS will not interfere in Guatemala
What they do is write a strongly-worded letter against the general threat of world communism

Arbenz is worried so he negotiates an arms deal with the Soviet Union
This confirms Dulles’s suspicion
If the OAS won’t do it, we will 
He calls his brother Allen, head of the CIA
1954: The CIA starts organizing a coup and find a proxy to overthrow Arbenz
Colonel Carlos Castillo Armas and a group of counter-revolutionaries get together with orders to overthrow a democratically-elected government (thanks to American air power support)
This dictator will curtail civil liberties, jail his political opponents, he undoes the reforms, gives the United Fruit Company their land back and protects American political and economic interests
*striking reversal of this supposedly “good neighbour” policy

A Witness to the Guatemalan Coup
Ernesto (Che) Guevara, a young Argentinian physician working as a construction laborer in Guatemalan City, was radicalized by the events and became a staunch critic of the U.S

Nixon’s “Good-Will” tour: 1958
Anti-American sentiment grows in Latin America
Eisenhower’s vice president, Nixon, gets sent on a tour of Latin America
Everywhere, he is met with mass protest and burnings of American flags because the United States is supporting brutal anti-democratic regimes, like the one in Guatemala

Many examples of Washington’s stooges/assistants in Latin America
Washington’s Man in Caracas
· General Marcos Perez Jimenez of Venezuela
A dictator but not a communist

Washington’s family in Managua, Nicaragua 
· A family of dictators in power; one after the other
· Anastasio Somoza García (He’s our son of a bitch quote)

Washington’s man in Santo-Domingo, Dominican Republic
“We are willing, in Washington, to turn a blind eye to brutal dictatorial regimes as long as they have our interests at heart and not communists.”



Washington’s man in Havana
· Sergeant Fulgencio Batista (a brutal dictator; protects American interests)

Since 1898, the United States went to war with the Spanish Empire because of Cuba. To liberate the Cuban people from Spanish oppression. Cuba is given its independence, but the United States retains a naval base there: Guantanamo Bay and reserves the right to veto Cuban foreign policy.
From that point forward, American businesses are deeply entrenched in Cuba.

The Rise of Fidel Castro
Insurrection against Batista; runs a small guerilla group
January 1959: Castro takes power, rebels enter Havana
Times Magazine reporter writes very flattering articles about the man in the American press

Cuban-American relations under Castro
At first, it seems Castro is a man the Americans can work with
Fidel Castro: “The most sacred duty of this generation of workers is to consecrate itself to the development of the country, to think more of development than of consumption.”
A call to the workers to develop the country and turn their backs on consumption = sounds like communism
Castro begins implementing a series of reforms, he nationalizes a bunch of foreign businesses in the country (goes further than Arbenz)






