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Irrational fear of the other/hysteria helps transition from one era to the other

European Defense
1947: Dunkirk Treaty (Mutual Defence Treaty: France and Great Britain)
· Start to get worried about the military threat posed by the Soviet Union (no longer just the threat of communism)
· Western Europe is extremely vulnerable to military invasion by the Red Army because the American military has demobilized, sent soldiers home, military spending reduced
· The Red Army is, by far, the most powerful fighting force
· Franco-British military alliance
· Significance: The British have always been reticent to entangle themselves in European affairs, have not ever really considered themselves European, the fact that they are willing to sign an actual commitment to defend the continent 
· The French and British cannot hope, by themselves, to stand against Soviet aggression

March 1948: Brussels Treaty (France, Great Britain, Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg)
· The French and British find new allies: Benelux countries!
· Symbolism: sends a signal that there is a will in Europe to stand up to possible Soviet aggression, but they are still not powerful enough

March 1948: The Vandenberg Resolution (commit U.S to the defence of Europe)
· Public opinion in the United States: unsure that Americans want to commit to protecting the European continent/Americans need convincing
· The Republican Senator Vandenberg passes a resolution saying that is exactly what the United States needs to do 
· Allows Truman and his Secretary of State, Dean Acheson, to sign the North Atlantic Treaty to begin negotiations on NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization)
· Huge deal (unprecedented): never have the United States committed themselves to the defence of the European continent in peacetime

1948-49 (Creating an Atlantic Security System: Transatlantic Alliance)
· North Atlantic Treaty: five Brussels Pact powers open negotiations with the U.S. and Canada, later invite Denmark, Iceland, Italy, Norway and Portugal to join.
· Common interest: FEAR the Soviet Union (Britain and U.S no longer isolationist stance)
· Stalin perceives this as a prelude to an anti-Soviet alliance/as a threat to his existence

Stalinist purges (removals) in Eastern Europe: 1948-52
· Czech Communist party leader: Rudolf Slansky
· Stalin begins to see conspiracies everywhere/sees threats to his continued control of the Soviet Union (Western imperialist plots), *begins to doubt the loyalty of his puppets in Eastern Europe
· Slansky was undoubtedly loyal to Stalin (no plot existed)
· Stalin lashes out against imaginary threats
U.S. plans to control atomic energy: 1945-
America has a nuclear monopoly, believe it will last as long as 15 years
General Leslie Groves (who ran the Manhattan Project: infiltrated by Soviet spies)
David Lilienthal
Truman asks the aforementioned men: How long can we keep control of this weapon to ourselves? Response: We’re good! 10-15 years!

The United States, early on, will devise a plan to try to make this temporary nuclear monopoly permanent by proposing the Baruch Plan to the United Nations, which would have internationalized nuclear technology, thereby giving the UN control over nuclear technology for the betterment of mankind, this would have included a promise from countries who do not yet have nuclear technology NOT to seek it out, would have made permanent the U.S monopoly of these weapons

Bernard Baruch (one of Truman’s advisors: American policy maker)

At the same time as Baruch’s plan is being proposed, the United States is still testing nuclear weapons…e.g. at Bikini Atoll (July 1946) => Stalin has good reason to distrust and fear

The Soviet bomb: August 29, 1949
· Detonate its own weapon (four years after Hiroshima Nagasaki)
· “Truman says Russia set off Atom Blast” => American nuclear monopoly has ended
· The result of war-time Soviet spying of the United States

To make matters worse, this is happening at the same time as Truman “loses” China

The domestic Communist “threat” (in addition to Soviet bomb and Chinese Revolution)
The accused: former State Department official: Whittaker Chambers (Soviet agent)
The accused: former State Department official: Alger Hiss
· Chambers points to Hiss as a fellow Soviet agent, had access to classified material
· Hiss is put on trial for espionage; convicted of perjury (lying)
· Significance: frenzy and publicity that surrounded this case, rendering American people afraid; seize on this issue

The War against “Un-American Activities”
House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) gets involved…
Originally created to investigate Nazi subversion in the United States
After WW2, members investigate communist subversion with the help of Richard Nixon

Subversion of the American Mind
The threat of domestic subversion: Americans are worried that Soviet agents are trying to corrupt the minds of the American people = perceived as a real threat
That even Hollywood (soft power; way to project American values; way to corrupt America’s youth) has been infiltrated by communist agents => The “Hollywood Ten” accused of subverting the American public, not espionage (e.g., Soviet peasants smiling; cannot be happy; oppressed)

The Klaus Fuchs case (real Soviet spy: why it reached such heights of paranoia…)
February 1950: Klaus Fuchs Accused (used to work for the Manhattan Project and gave secrets)
March 1950: Confessed

McCarthyism: Senator Joseph McCarthy (true witch-hunt)
“I have here in my hand the names of 205 Soviet agents in the State Department.”
Number changes; blank piece of paper; making up this idea that the U.S State Department is a nest of Soviet agents => Truman and Acheson let this happen…

The Genesis of National Security Council-68th document written
Truman asks this council to conduct a review of American defence readiness
“The United States now faces the contingency that within the next four or five years the Soviet Union will possess the military capability of delivering a surprise atomic attack of such weight that the United States must have substantially increased general air, ground and sea strength, atomic capabilities, air and civilian defences to deter a war and provide reasonable assurance in the event of war that it could survive the initial blow. In return, this contingency requires the intensification of our efforts in the field of intelligence and research and development.” => later propose the building of the hydrogen bomb
· Soviet threat is real, about to get worse, we must increase military spending

Truman is not sure he should release this and make this policy

The Cold War turns hot: Korea (June 1950)
North Korea invades its Southern neighbour
Seen in the U.S. as proof of communist threat; need to implement recommendations of NSC-68
Leads to the largest increase in the American defence/military budget in peacetime ever

The Korean War and the evolution of NATO
Afraid of the communist menace spurred on by the Korean War, the U.S. pushes for an integrated NATO command. Instead of having an English army, British army, and an American army, acting independently of one another, there would be a supreme allied commander in Europe who would command all these separate armies. This commander would be American and would be future president: Dwight Eisenhower.

The Issue of West-German Rearmament
What do we do with the disbanded Germany military? Now, no military exists there.
United States: “The German people must help defend Europe”
Limits imposed on reborn Germany:
· Only exist as part of NATO (cannot use its army outside of the broader NATO mission)
· Forbidden from having weapons of mass destruction (ABC weapons back then)

The Soviet Union Responds: Warsaw Pact
· Forms its own alliance: Eastern European nations
· Military division of Europe is now complete


The Eisenhower Administration (era of Confrontation)
· Elected Republican president in 1952
· Popular (both Republics and Democrats wanted him to run for them)
· Secretary of State: John Foster Dulles
· Truman’s doctrine of containment is a mistake; must roll communism back
· Conventional power is not enough

Doctrine of Massive Retaliation/Brinkmanship Policy
America has the monopoly of nuclear first strike (U.S. have plane bombers; strategic air command bombers; fly in the sky surrounding the Soviet Union with their nuclear bombs; hold just outside of Soviet airspace; if the word is given, they are only hours away from their target)
· America has the means to strike the Soviet Union with nuclear weapons at will
· The Soviet Union does not have the means to do the same
· If the Soviet Union does anything they don’t like, NUKE!

The End of American Invulnerability (become vulnerable to attack)
· America’s monopoly of force disappears
October 4, 1957: Soviet Union launches Sputnik (first man-made space satellite)
If the Soviet Union can launch a satellite, it is also able to launch inter-continental missiles and strike the United States

Civil Defense (fear of nuclear annihilation)
Fallout Shelter
“Duck and Cover”






