PSYC 2400 Final Exam notes
Chapter 11—Homicidal and Psychopathic Offenders
Homicidal Offenders
4 different types of Homicide
1) First-degree—max life sentence, planned and deliberate, murder of law enforcement, murder during another offence (sexual assault)
2) Second-degree—max life sentence, all murder that is not considered first-degree
3) Manslaughter—max life sentence, unintentional that occurs during the heat of passion
4) Infanticide—max 5 years, mother kills the child due to a disorder caused by the birth/pregnancy

Canada’s murder rate increased in 1970 and began to decline from 1975 to 2003
Characteristics of homicide in Canada
1) Most likely to be killed by someone you know
2) Females most likely to be killed by an intimate male partner
3) Gang-related activity may result in murder
4) Murder rates much higher in Western provinces as oppose to Eastern

Filicide: When Parents Kill
· Refers to the killing of kids by their birth parents or step-parents which in includes neonaticide(killing a baby within 24 hours of birth)
· Ancient Rome, Father had right to kill children 
· In China, Female children are more likely to be killed than males
· In Africa and Inuit cultures, used to kill kids with birth defects or kill one child when twins were born
· Uncommon in Canada
· 59% done by males and 32% by females, others by relatives
· Step-fathers more likely to kill than actual fathers
· Infants are more likely to be murdered by their parents, baby boys are at high risk

Mothers who kill
· 3 broad types
1) Neonaticides—typically young women, unmarried and no past of mental illnesses, have most likely concealed their pregnancy and are ashamed
2) Those committed by battering mothers—impulsive response to the behaviour of the child, social and family stress, marital stress and financial problems
3) Those committed by mother’s with mental illnesses—Older and married, likely to kill older children, have multiple victims, diagnosed with psychosis or depression, most likely to attempt suicide after murder
4) Some have diagnosed a type called Altruistic Filicide which refers to mothers who kill their child out of love, believing that the death of the child would somehow protect them

Infanticide and Mental Illness
· 3 types of mental illnesses during the postpartum period
1) Postpartum Blues—most common, includes crying, irritability and anxiety within days after childbirth and does not last longer than 12 days, not a factor in murdering kids
2) Postpartum depression—uncommon (9%-17%), occurs in first few weeks to months after childbirth, lasts for several months, symptoms are identical to clinical depression and include a depressed mood, loss of appetite, concentration and sleep problems, and suicidal thoughts. Not a consequence to childbirth
3) Postpartum psychosis—Most severe and uncommon (1 or 2 of every 1000 births), involves delusions, hallucinations and suicidal or homicidal thoughts within the first three months after childbirth. Strong link to childbirth

Fathers who kill
· Most common in domestic violence
· Familicide the killing of a spouse and children
· Those who killed their spouse and their children had a greater chance of suicide than those who killed their spouse and their step-children
· 2 types of Familicide
1) Despondent nonhostile killer—depressed and worried about impending disaster for himself and his family, do not typically abuse the family before committing the murder, kills family then suicide
2) Hostile accusatory killer—expresses hostility toward spouse, related to infidelities or trying to end the relationship, past history of violent acts is common

Youth who Kill
· 65 youths between ages of 12-17 were accused of murder in Canada in 05.
· Approx. 1/10 of all murders committed in Canada
· Parricide(killing parents) youth tended to have been abused or witnessed spousal abuse and report amnesia for the murders
· Abused youth were younger, mostly white, and more likely to have attempted suicide before the murder
· Cornell, Benedek and Benedek made a typology for youths who have committed murder
1) Psychotic youths who have symptoms of severe mental illness at time of murder
2) Conflict youths who were engaged in an argument or conflict with the victim when the killing occurred
3) Crime youths who killed during the time of another crime, such as robbery or sexual assault

· 7% were in the psychotic group, 42% in the conflict group and 51% in the crime group
· Offenders were classified as criminal enterprise or personal crime
· Youth in criminal enterprise were more likely to have been abused and to have killed an adult stranger 
·  Youth in personal crime were more likely to kill a child or teen whom they knew
· In U.S youth who commits murder is taken to adult court where they can receive adult sentences
· Canada youth serves max 10 years in prison for murder
· Youth should not be treated like adults because they have different psychological tendencies

Spousal Killers
· 1974-1983—812 wives and 248 husbands were killed by their spouses
· Femicide—term applied to the killing of women
· Uxorcide—term applied to the killing of a wife by her husband
· Mariticide—term applied to the killing of a husband by his wife
· Woman in Canada is 5 times more likely to be killed by her partner than by a stranger
· Out of 896 femicides in Ontario 551 of them were uxoricides
· High incidence of the murderer committing suicide after committing uxoricide
· In Australia, women who were in relationships rather than marriage were 9.5 times more likely to be murdered
· Women’s risk was found to decrease with age
· Men kill their wives because they are jealous of their presumed infidelity or that their partners are threatening to end the relationship
· Most prevalent types of personality within spousal abuse is, passive –aggressive, avoidant, self—defeating, and dependent
· Domestic assault group, passive—aggressive, sadistic, and antisocial
· 9 major risk factors for spousal homicide by a male to a female partner
1) Male partner witnessing or being victim to abuse in childhood
2) Being in a common law or non-marital relationship
3) Having a larger age difference between partners
4) Substance abuse by the male partner
5) Sexual jealousy by the male partner
6) Separation or the threat of separation by the female partner
7) Length of separation(risk decreases over time)
8) Previous stalking behaviour shown by the male partner
9) Male partner having a personality disorder, such as anti-social

Bimodal Classification of Homicide
· Animals have an aggressive response in either fear or threat situations
· Predatory attack occurs in an animal’s response to prey
· Animals elicit either aggression or predatory attacks due to an electrical stimulation in different parts of an animal’s brain
· Bimodal classification of homicide in humans
1) Reactive or affective aggression: impulsive, unplanned, immediate, driven by negative emotions and occurs when there is provocation
occurs more often around relatives
2) Instrumental or predatory aggression: proactive rather than reactive, premeditated, calculated behaviour motivated by some goal(money, power, control or sadistic pleasure)
occurs more often to strangers

· Majority of homicides are reactive in nature
· Single-victim, single-offenders were mostly reactive while 20% were instrumental
· Victim-offender categories were divided into 3 parts
1) Strangers—52% reactive
2) Acquaintances—80% reactive
3) Family members/intimates—93% reactive

· Reactive offenders are more likely to develop post traumatic stress disorder than instrumental offenders

Multiple Murder: What is known
· Very rare event
· Ideological, political or racial factors are the reasoning toward it
· Mass murder is the killing of 3 or more in a single location at a single event, no cooling off period
· Serial murder is the killing of a minimum of three people in different times, no connection to initial murder and usually occurs in different locations. Has a cooling off period
· Both are relatively new phenomenon’s
· Serial murderers methods and type of victims vary
· Ted Bundy killed university students
· Jeff Dahmer killed 17 young men and was murdered by an inmate in 1997
· Notorious serial killer in Canada is Clifford Olsen
· Serial murderers usually attack a specific type and it is often planned
· Mass murders are events such a school shootings
· Mass murders are more likely to commit suicide or get shot by the police during their killing rampage than serial murderers.
· Mass murders can occur when a person intends to kill one specific person but ends up killing more in the process
· Spree murder occurs when a person kills three or more people in two or more different locations without a cooling off period

Serial Murderers: The Ultimate Predator
· Due to U.S statistics it looks as if there has been an increase in serial murderers
· The number of victims killed by strangers has increased dramatically in the United States
· 1965 only 5% of victims were killed by strangers and in 1991 51% were killed by strangers
· Could be related to the number of drug-related murders
· Sociocultural factors may increase this rate
· Common characteristics of serial murderers include the following
1) Most serial murderers are male
2) Most serial murderers operate on their own, however there can be team murders with two or more who work together(Paul Bernardo and Karla Homolka)
3) Most serial murderers in the U.S are white
4) Victims of serial murders are usually young females who are not related to the murderer. Age and sex of the victim can vary
Female Serial murderers
· Extremely rare
· Most female serial killers are either Black widows (kill their husbands or family members for financial gain) or Angels of Death (nurses who kill their patients)
· Aileen Wuornos was a serial killer who attacked strangers that she agreed to have sex with (monster) executed in 2002
· Female serial murders are more likely to have no criminal record, have an accomplice, use poison, kill for money and kill family members or someone they know
· Males are more likely to kill for sexual pleasure, have no accomplice, have different geographic locales, shoot strangle or stab victims, more likely to kill strangers

Serial Murderers: Why Do They Do It?
· It is hard to research because of the low incidence rate
· Trauma-control model of serial murder made by Hickey
factors involved in predicting who may be a serial killer
There are predispositional factors (biological or temperament) as well as factors involving childhood trauma (sexual and physical abuse, the death of a parent, severe parental rejection)
· It is the combined effect of several traumas and the individual’s reaction to the traumas that predict whether a person will feel inadequate, have self-doubt, and worthlessness. 
· It is at this point in time that a person may fantasize about situations where they are in control and will develop a “veneer of self-confidence”
· The violent fantasy in this model occurs when a person becomes increasingly haunted by their traumatic event that they dream of being in control of others in a sexual nature 
· The fantasies may be fuelled by pornography and facilitated by alcohol

Typologies of Serial Murderers
· One model is the organized-disorganized model described in chapter 3
· Holmes and Holmes proposed 4 types of serial murders: absolute typology
1) Visionary- kills in response to voices or visions telling him/her to kill, would most likely be diagnosed as delusional or psychotic
2) Mission-oriented-believes that there is a group of people that should be eliminated (homeless, sex-trade workers)
3) Hedonistic-motivated by self-gratification. Can be divided into 3 subtypes:
1Lust serial murderer- motivated by sexual gratification, enjoys killing and becomes stimulated and excited by the process of killing
2Thrill serial murderer-derives excitement from seeing his or her victims experience terror or pain. Response of the victim provides a sense of exhilaration for the murderer
3Comfort serial murderer-motivated by material or financial gain, this type is primarily female and usually goes after people that she knows
4) Power/control oriented- motivated by having complete control over the victim(not sexual), only perform sexual acts in order to degrade the victim
· This has been criticized because the lust, thrill and power/control overlap in so far as they all need a controlled situation, a focus on process(enjoyment of killing) and specifically selected victims
· This has not been tested empirically
· One criticism is that murderers’ motivation may change throughout their killings
· Keppel and Walter applied motivational rapist typology in order to classify sexual murder
· Suggest two types of sexual murder that suggest a theme of power
1) Power-assertive 
2) Power-reassurance—commits a planned rape that escalates to an unplanned overkill of the victim
· Suggest two types of anger
1) Anger-retaliation
2) Anger-excitation—commits a planned rape and murder of the victim
· 38% power-assertive, 34% anger-retaliation, 21% power-reassurance, 7% anger-excitation

Mass Murderers
· Often depressed, angry and frustrated individuals who believe that they have not succeeded in life
· Socially isolated and lack interpersonal skills
· Murder is sometimes triggered by what they perceive as a serious loss
· Most cases, the victims are people that the killer blames for all of his or her problems
· Often feel rejected by others and think of suicide or homicide as a just way of revenge
· Most plan the event and it is not a result of them spontaneously killing at that moment
· Often plan to commit suicide or be killed by law enforcement
· Most deadly was Virginia tech by Cho
· Cho was a loner who had been encourage to seek help because of the violence within his writing and was investigated for stalking two female students
· Cho hated the wealthy students
· Deadliest mass murder in Canada was Marc Lepine 

The Psychopath
· Have been called intra-species predators
· Seek vulnerable victims to use for their benefit
· Lack in conscience and feeling for others
· Strive to satisfy themselves by using others
· Personality disorder that involves interpersonal, affective, and behavioural characteristics
· They are dominant, selfish, manipulative people who engage in impulsive and antisocial acts and feel no remorse or shame for their negative behaviour
· In Alaska they are called kulangeta

Assessment of Psychopathy
· Hervey Cleckley published a book about psychopaths called The Mask of Sanity
· Characteristics he described of psychopaths was superficial charm and good intelligence, unreliability and untruthfulness, lack of remorse or shame, inadequately motivated antisocial behaviour, failure to learn from experience, pathologic egocentricity, general poverty in affective relations and failure to follow any life plan
· Most popular method of assessing psychopathy in adults is the Hare Psychopathy Checklist-Revised
· Developed by Robert Hare
· 20 item rating scale that uses a semi-structured interview and review of file information to assess interpersonal, affective, and behavioural features of psychopathy
· Each item is on a 3 point scale, 2 indicates that the item applies to the individual, 1 indicated that it somewhat applies, 0 indicates that the symptom does not apply
· There are 3 groups of this test
1) High PCL-P group (psychopaths, score of 30 or more)
2) A middle scoring group (score of 20-30
3) Low-scoring group (nonpsychopaths, scores below 20)
· Consists of 2 correlated factors : factor one represents a combination of interpersonal and affective traits, factor 2 is a combination of unstable and socially deviant traits
· Factor one is more common to reflect predatory violence, emotional processing deficits and poor treatment response
· Factor two represents reoffending, substance abuse, lack of education and poor family background
· Some have argued for a three factor model of psychopathy
1) Arrogant and deceitful interpersonal style
2) Deficient affective experience
3) Impulsive and irresponsible behavioural style
· New model includes antisocial
· Has been tested and did well in all testing
Psyschopathy and Antisocial Personality disorder
· Antisocial personality disorder—personality disorder characterised by a history of behaviour in which the rights of others are violated
· A person with APD would show three or more of the following symptoms
1) Repeatedly engaging in criminal acts
2) Deceitfulness
3) Impulsivity
4) Irritability
5) Reckless behaviours
6) Irresponsibility
7) Lack of remorse

· APD places more emphasis on antisocial behaviours than psychopathy
· Up to 80% of adult criminals test positive for this disorder
· 10-25% are classified as psychopaths
· Most psychopaths have APD but most people who have APD are not psychopaths

Psychopathy and Violence
· Characteristic with a criminal lifestyle and a lack of concern for societal norms
· Characteristic that often inhibit violence and aggression, as well as feelings of empathy and remorse are often ineffective in psychopaths
· High density, versatile offenders
· Go from minor theft to cold-blooded morder
· Start their criminal career at a very young age, commit a variety of violent offences, engage in more violence among institutions, also more likely to be violent upon release
· Psychopathic violence is more likely to be predatory in nature, motivated by readily identifiable goals and carried out in a cold manner without and emotional context
· Those who score higher in instrumental violence are often psychopaths as oppose to those who score high in reactive violence
· Psychopaths more likely to target strangers for revenge or material gain. 
· 1% or the general population are psychopaths

Psychopathy and Sexual Violence
· Only weakly associated 
· Less sexual violence in psychopaths than in nonpsychopaths
· More psychopaths performed sexual offences when they had the opportunity or as a vindictive offense
· Nonpsychopaths were more likely to report alienation and anxiety 24 hours up to the rape while psychopaths reported positive emotions

Psychopathy and Treatment
· Psychopaths do not see anything wrong with their actions and only seek treatment if it is beneficial for them to do so
· Intensive therapeutic treatment showed a decrease in violence among nonpsychopaths and an increase among psychopaths
· Conclusion that treatment of psychopaths only makes them worse

Psychopathy in Youth
· Grows from various environmental and biological antecedents
· Two tests have been developed, one for psychopathy in children and another for psychopathy in teens
· Antisocial Process screening Device was developed was psychopathy in children—child is assigned a rating on various questions assigned by a parent or teacher, has a three point factor
1) Callous-unemotional factor
2) Impulsivity factor
3) Narcissism factor
· The Psychopathy Checklist: Youth Version is designed for adolescents aged 12-18
· The label of psychopath within children has the problem of a stigma
· Has yet to be studied if psychopathy is stable in youth
· Kids who score higher on the callous/unemotional aspect of the test are more likely to have run-ins with the law and parents with APD
· Teens who score high on the psychopathy test are more likely to be involved in violent crime within the community as well as reoffend when they are released from prison
· The test is stable among male offenders but unstable among female offenders
· Psychopathy in youth is related to delinquency and aggression but not to anxiety or depression
· Youth with psychopathic tendencies may be more responsive to interventions than adults
· Youth who received treatment at a correctional facility were twice more likely to reoffend than those who received treatment at a treatment facility
· Shows that with the appropriate treatment, youth may be able to reduce their psychopathic tendencies

Psychopathy: Nature vs. Nurture?
· Strong genetic contribution to psychopathy
· Studies have been made on twins, identical twins had similar tendencies as oppose to fraternal twins
· Found that callous-unemotional traits were moderately to highly heritable

Does Family Matter?
· Best way is a prospective longitudinal studyand psychopathology
· Due to a study in London of boys from 8-48 there was a conclusion made: psychopathic offenders were more likely to have a criminal father or mother, a son having a father who was uninvolved with him, having a low family income, coming from a disruptive family, and experiencing physical neglect
· In another study children who were neglected or abused scored higher in psychopathy than those who weren’t
· There is no family background to blame for the development of pschyopathy

Psychopathy and Law Enforcement
· Engage in high rate of crime
· Law enforcement often comes into contact with psychopaths and sometimes the contact can be lethal
· In a study of killers of police nearly half of the offenders had traits similar to psychopathy
· The psychopath is often manipulative and impulsive, law enforcement needs to find a different way to interrogate them that feeds their selfish needs

What Makes them Tick?: Cognitive and Affective Models of Psychopathy
· Two prominent theories of psychopathy place emphasis on cognitive or affective processes
· Psychopaths have a response modulation deficit—If a psychopath is engaging themselves in a specifically rewarding type of behaviour, they will not pay attention to any of the consequences
· Psychopaths have a deficit in certain emotions that guide personal behaviour and inhibit deviance











