POG100: People, Power and Politics
Lecture 1: What is “political thinking”?
· Political thinking is the art of preventing people from taking part in affairs which properly concern them
· Politics is the skilled use of blunt objects -Lester B Pearson
· Politics is war without bloodshed while war is politics with bloodshed -Mao Zedong
· Politics is the art of the possible - Otto Von Bismarck

Two polar views of politics: 
· 1) Politics as cooperation or integration: As the process of rule based on order and justice. Politics is driven by the considerations of the common good. More natural for thinking of those who support the existing social order/status quo.
·  2) Politics as conflict or Struggle for power: Politics is driven by selfish interests of individuals, groups, businesses, states. More natural for the thinking of those who would like to change the status quo in their favour.
· Questions that political scientists ask: 1) Power: What is it? Who has it? 

How is Politics defined?
A human activity focused on the formulation and execution of decisions, which are binding on members of a social whole ( family, community, society, the world) and the relations which are formed between individuals, groups, states in the process of formulation and execution of these decisions.

Types of Power
1) Political Power: Control of or influence on the state, ability to make or influence political decisions.
2) Economic Power: Control of economic assets
3) Military Power: Ability to wage war - or to compel others through intimidation or deterrence

· There are multiple forms of power including force, persuasion, authority (ie. Supreme Court of Canada), coercion, manipulation.
· Power is shared is many different ways and produced by social cooperation. People create power by acting together.
· Questions that political scientists ask: 2) What is political legitimacy?

Political Legitimacy
-Traditional - based on tradition ie. power of the church
-Legal-rational - based on formal arrangements (rules, laws, constitutions) 
-Charismatic - based on the extraordinary personal qualities of a leader, or on the influence of an idea or a cause.


Approaches to Politics
· Based on history of political thought and ideologies.
· Political theorizing and analysis has been around since antiquity.
· Appeared in EU & US in the late 1800’s as a formal discipline.
· Political “science” reflects the rigour emphasized after World War 2.

Five Basics Fields in Canadian Political Science
1) Theory
2) Comparative
3) International Politics
4) Public policy/ Public administration
5) Canadian Politics

Methods in Politics
1) Quantitative - use of mathematical/stat models, focus on variables that can be identified, try to identify specific cause-and-effects, use of experiments, “if it is important, measure it”, try to generalize from the data.
2) Qualitative - focus on worlds and action (STYLE), Interpretations of aspects of political culture. Identification of case studies, more focused on storytelling, harder to generalize.
A. Analytical Approach OR the Traditional Approach: 
-Views politics as an empirical discipline, rather than a science; argues that politics cannot be broken down into parts but must be seen comprehensively.
-Goal is to explain a situation
-Subject to bias
B. Behavioural Approach:
-After WW2, Universities were pressured by gov to spend more on sciences
-Politics was urged to be more rigorous and use the scientific method.
-The focus is on substantive consistency/inconsistency. 
-Post-behaviouralism: approach that attempts to reconcile the problems encountered by behaviouralism by allowing for values and ideology in its analysis - It was understood that values cannot be ignored because the human is the focus of attention, so human views cannot be removed.
C. Structural-Functionalist:
-Not just about behaviour
-Importance of structures: institutions and their functions/constraints.
-parliament, gov, constitutions, bureaucracies.
-Gov structures bind with individual actions.
-Attempts to understand how institutions persist and or change. 
D. Systems Approach:
-Structures and people exist in a system of politics that includes structures and substantive policy constraints.
-Views politics as a system of interactions
-Argues that politics is a dynamic process of information flows and responses that encompasses political institutions, groups and individuals
E. Political Economy Approach:
-Politics is also about who has wealth
-Wealth leads to political power
-Politics meets economics - Views political and economic spheres as mutually dependent perceptions of the world; relationship between people, gov’t and the economy.
F. Normative/Theoretical/Critical Approach
-Focused on what the normal should be
-Captures political scientists and politicians
-Utopian
-Criticism based in logic, contrasting ideals and realties.
-Naming the realities rather than documenting them.
-Guidelines for action.

How to Probe People, Politics and Power
· Different methods to understand people: how a society settles its conflicts and allocates the resulting benefits and costs.
· Different methods to understand power: The ability of persons, groups, or institutions to influence political developments.

People: How do their Needs Shape Their Politics?
· Abraham Maslow’s Assumptions 
· Human nature is basically good not evil.
· Normal human development involved the actualization of this inherent goodness
· Man must work with others in order to attain this goal: that work is politics.

Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (What do people want?)
1) Physiological/ Survival Needs - Basic survival needs such as food, water, shelter
2) Safety Needs - Physical safety - “law and order politicians” - emphasize the need to be safe because people respond to it.
3) Love, Affection and Belongingness - ie. Does Alberta have a place in Canada? Does Quebec have a place in Canada?, Belonging is debated ALL the time. Clan, Nation, Country.
4) Esteem Needs - human beings want to have self esteem, want to be respected. States will act in order to gain respect from the international community. Dignity, Recognition, Rights.
5) Self-Actualization - participation in power, given a voice to influence the people who make decisions.

Conclusion
· To think politically, you must be aware of one’s political self, be aware of different levels of political needs, ask political questions, use poticial methods, look for an explanation or a general theory when thinking of how political systems are born, evolve and die.










